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STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 
 
At Middlesex Middle School, we believe that proficiency in more than one language is 

essential to function in a global society.  By integrating language and culture, the 

Middlesex World Language Department seeks to broaden students’ communication 

skills, while at the same time deepening their appreciation of other cultures. 

 
 
The World Language Department strives to provide a careful progression of skill 

development from one level to the next. Students are guided from basic structures to 

creative, personalized expression. This progression is accomplished by a conscious effort 

to incorporate previously learned material with new structures, resulting in the students’ 

ability to express themselves in Spanish with confidence. Within each grade level, the 

teachers collaborate to insure that there is consistency in the delivery and assessment of 

the material. 
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PROGRAM GOALS 
 
 
 

1. Students will learn and apply new thematic vocabulary in each chapter. 

2. Students will develop an understanding of asking and answering questions from 
different points of view. 
 

3. Students will develop an understanding and appreciation for Spanish-speaking 
people and culture. 

 
4. Students will communicate using the correct forms of AR/ER/IR verbs. 

5. Students will demonstrate the ability to synthesize vocabulary and verbs into 
paragraph form and into conversations. 
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OVERVIEW  
 
The primary goal of the Spanish program is communication in the target language 

through the acquisition of the basic language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing.  Written grammar and vocabulary play an important part in daily learning in 

conjunction with the practice of aural and oral skills. At the end of each chapter, students 

demonstrate communicative proficiency in a cumulative performance-based assessment.  

Cultural aspects of Spanish speaking countries and people are part of each chapter.  

Classes are conducted in Spanish as much as possible.   

 

The Grade 7 Spanish course is the first year of a two year Spanish I program. The 

students are expected to continue to study the same language in Grade 8 to complete this 

sequence. 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
 
How can the students effectively communicate information about themselves 
and others in Spanish? 

 
In Grade 7 Spanish, these questions are used as a guide for the students to achieve the 
communicative program goals. 
 
How would you… 
 

·  greet and introduce yourself and others? 

·  describe and explain the likes/dislikes of yourself and others? 

·  give personal information about yourself and others? 

(age, origin, birth date, descriptions, relationships) 

·  explain what you and others need and want (to do)? 

·  request and state location and time for yourself and others? 

·  discuss what you and others do, how often, and where you go? 

·  state the date and weather? 
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PROCESS SKILLS  
 
Each of these skills will contribute to the achievement of communicative proficiency in 
Spanish. 
 

�  Reading (Decoding/Analyzing)  
 Translating documents/magazines 

�  Reading (Comprehending) 
 Reading selections/ Magazines 

�  Reading (Appreciating) 
 Cultural information in articles/magazines 

�  Writing and Language Mechanics 
 Grammar and practice pages, paragraph writing, end of chapter writing assessments 

�  Speaking  
 Skits, oral presentations, teacher-student discourse, student-student communicative activities 

�  Listening 
Receiving teacher explanations/instructions, Listening/responding to native speakers 
on CD and video 

�  Viewing 
 Observing native speakers interacting in authentic situations 

�  Using Maps and Globes 
 Locating Spanish-speaking countries and regions 

�  Studying 
Preparation for skits, poems, quizzes and writing assessments, use of spiral notebook 
and index cards 

�  Reasoning and Reflecting 
 Analyzing and interpreting in the target language 

�  Using Learning Resources and Technology 
 Webquests, Microsoft Office (PowerPoint, Word,Excel, Publisher), Internet activities 

�  Working Independently and Collaboratively  
 Independently: writing 
 Collaboratively: skit preparation, communicative activities, and games 

�  Appreciating Art and Music 
Exposure to cultural music and art through CD’s, videos, posters, demonstrations, 
Internet information and field trips 
Using songs as a learning tool 

�  Creating 
Applying cultural and grammatical information through personal expression in 
projects and skits 

�  Performing 
 Skits, oral presentations, poem 

�  Quantifying 
Using numbers to express quantities, currency and cost of products in Spanish 
speaking countries and to do math problems 

�  Problem Solving 
 Understanding how to speak from different perspectives 
 Analyzing clues in the target language in order to use correct grammatical forms 
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STUDENT PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 
 
Cooperative Learning 

·  Paired communicative activities 
·  Spontaneous role playing 

 
Demonstration 

·  Students show written responses on dry erase board 
·  Students demonstrate comprehension by identifying corresponding index card 
·  Students physically respond to prompts in the Spanish language 
 

Writing assessments/ Portfolio entries 
·  Pen pal letter, “Querida Maricarmen” 
·  Description of school schedule, “Mi horario” 
·  Description of the weather and season, “Mi estación favorita” 

 
Oral Presentation 

·  Interview with famous Spanish speaker (students or puppets) 
·  Bookstore skit, “En la librería” 
·  Phone conversation describing location/time/plans 
·  School news report, “Las Noticias de la escuela” 
·  Poetry recitation  

 
Projects 

·  Room description, “En mi cuarto” 
·  Description of self and friend, “Mi amigo y yo” 

 
Computer Based Lab Work 

·  Webquests, “Día de los Muertos”, “México”, “Carnaval” 
·  Interactive Internet activities  
·  Microsoft Publisher activity: create personal identification card   
·  Type and revise portfolio entries 
·  Create PowerPoint slides using vocabulary, culture or grammar points 
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GRADING GUIDELINES 
 
 
 The categories used to compile the students’ averages are homework, oral and written 
quizzes, participation, and projects/presentations.  
    
Expectations of Students             
 

Type of Assessment Point Value Percentage of Grade 

Homework 
5-30 points 

(per assignment) 10-15% 

Participation 50-100 points (per quarter) 10-15% 

Quizzes 30-75 points 
(per quiz) 

25-30% 

Writing Portfolio Entries 30-50 points (each) 15-20% 

Oral Projects 30-50 points  (each) 15-20% 

 
Cumulative Assessment 

 
50-100 points (each) 20% 

 
 

1. Students’ grades are comprised of daily homework assignments, class 
participation, and quizzes at the end of each section (3 sections per chapter). 

 
2. Students’ grades also involve performance assessments at the end of each chapter. 

            These are culminating writing and oral projects that demonstrate mastery of the  
            material. 

 
3.   There is an end of the year assessment comprised of key elements from each of  

the chapters. Students are expected to communicate in the target language through 
written and oral production. This is valued at  20% of the 4th quarter grade. 

  
      Extra Credit is not available.  
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SECTION II  – Units of Study 
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SUMMARY OF UNITS 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title                                                            Duration  
 
 
Capítulo 1: ¡Mucho gusto! 8 weeks  
 
Capítulo 2: ¡Organízate! 8 weeks    
        
Capítulo 3: Nuevas clases, nuevos amigos  8 weeks  
  
Capítulo 4: ¿Qué haces esta tarde?                  8 weeks 
 
Capítulo 5: El ritmo de la vida                        8 weeks  
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UNIT 1:       ¡MUCHO GUSTO!    
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UNIT 1:   ¡MUCHO GUSTO!    
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 

How would you introduce yourself and others?  
 

How would you describe and explain the likes/dislikes of yourself and others? 
 

How would you give personal information about yourself and others? 
 
      
RELATED GOALS AND STANDARDS 

 
National Standards:  
 
Communication  

1.1 Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express    
feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. 
 

1.2 Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of  
topics. 
 

1.3 Students present information, concepts and ideas to an audience of listeners or 
readers on a variety of topics. 

Cultures 
 2.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the  
       practices and perspectives of the culture studied. 
 
Connections 
 3.1 Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through 
       the foreign language. 
 
Comparisons 
 4.1 Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through 
       comparisons of the language studied and their own. 
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CONTENT KNOWLEDGE OBJECTIVES 
 
Initial Understanding   
 
Students will identify  the vocabulary related to greetings and talking about likes/dislikes. 
Students will examine new Así Se Dice questions and answers. 
Students will recognize these concepts through the completion of Gramática pages (1-8) and 
of the initial Listening Activities for Capítulo 1. 
 
Developing an Interpretation 
 
Students will apply these concepts in more open-ended situations through the completion 
of Práctica pages (3-12) and teacher-created activities. 
 
Students will demonstrate comprehension of the vocabulary and concepts by seeking     
and providing personal information in paired communicative activities. 
     
Students will express their own opinion about their likes and dislikes using the new 
vocabulary. 
 
Making Connections 
  
Students will expand their ability to express the personal information they used in  
Grade 6 Spanish by incorporating the new phrases and vocabulary presented in this 
chapter.    
 
Students will discover the connection between Spanish cognates and their English 
equivalents.   
 
Students will associate the Spanish language with the countries where it is spoken.   
      
Taking a Critical Stance 
 
Students will synthesize the material and concepts which they learned during the chapter 
to create an interview with a famous Spanish speaking person.   
 
Students will discuss cultural differences that they observe in the video story  
¡Me llamo Francisco! and Encuentro Cultural p. 26.   
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VOCABULARY 
 
Greetings and introductions 
Likes/Dislikes (sports, food, music) 
Numbers up to 30 
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
WRITING   
Students will: 
 

�  copy questions and answers from ASÍ SE DICE sections of Chapter 1 into spiral 
notebook . 
 

�  label vocabulary pictures and map of Spanish speaking countries. 

�  complete Gramática and Práctica workbook pages. 

�  use dry erase boards to display written responses to teacher or student prompts. 

�  check for understanding of Chapter 1 goals through the completion of A VER SI 
PUEDO p. 40. 
 

�  complete HRW Chapter 1 Internet activities. 

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 
Students will: 
 

�  work in pairs to complete communicative activities.  

�  view Chapter 1 video and do related activities from textbook.  

�  listen to authentic speakers interacting in everyday situations. (Audio CD)  

�  use student created index cards for interactive participation.  

�  use Total Physical Response to demonstrate understanding of vocabulary.  

 
READING 
Students will: 
 

�  Read and discuss the fotonovela at the beginning of the chapter. 

�  Read and discuss the Notas Culturales,  Encuentro Cultural and Panorama 
Cultural. 
 

�  Read and discuss several versions of penpal letters found in the text and in the 
Práctica pages. 
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT 
 
Summative assessment for each Paso (section of the chapter) 
Oral presentation: Interview with famous person 
Writing portfolio entry, “Querida Maricarmen” (pen pal letter) 
Personal identification card (Microsoft Publisher) 
 
            
CORE TEXT FOR STUDENTS 
 
 
Humbach, Nancy and Oscar Ozete. ¡Ven Conmigo!. New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 2000.   
         
 
ADDITIONAL TEXTS/ RESOURCES FOR USE BY STUDENTS 
 
¡Ven Conmigo! Ancillaries: 

·  Grammar and Vocabulary Workbook 
·  Practice and Activities Workbook  
·  Listening Activities  
·  Activities for Communication 
·  Vocabulary picture pages from Teaching Transparencies  
·  http://go.hrw.com 

 
 
MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES 
 
Dry erase boards and markers  
Index cards  
Clipart pictures  
Props  
Poster cards of key vocabulary phrases and grammatical concepts 
Audio CD 
Chapter 1 video  
¿Qué Tal?  Magazine 
 
         
INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGY 
 
Students will learn to use the keyboard to type accents.  
Students will use Microsoft Word to type and revise pen pal letter and interview.  
Students will use interactive Internet activities to practice the concepts of Chapter 1.     
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UNIT 2:       ¡ORGANÍZATE!    
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UNIT 2:   ¡ORGANÍZATE!       
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 
 How would you explain what you and others need or want (to do)? 
 
 How would you describe the contents of  your room? 
 
      
RELATED GOALS AND STANDARDS 

 
National Standards:  
 
Communication  

1.1 Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express    
feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. 
 

1.2 Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of  
topics. 
 

1.3 Students present information, concepts and ideas to an audience of listeners or 
readers on a variety of topics. 

Cultures 
 2.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the  
       practices and perspectives of the culture studied. 
  

2.2 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the  
       products and the perspectives of the culture studied. 
 
Connections 
 3.1 Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through 
       the foreign language. 
 
Comparisons 
 4.1 Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through 
       comparisons of the language studied and their own. 
  

4.2 Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through  
       comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 
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CONTENT KNOWLEDGE OBJECTIVES 
 
Initial Understanding   
 
Students will identify  the vocabulary related to school supplies, contents of a bedroom,  
numbers up to 199 and new infinitives of activities. 
    
Students will examine new Así Se Dice questions and answers. 
    
Students will recognize these concepts through the completion of Gramática pages 
(9-17) and of the initial Listening Activities for Capítulo 2. 
 
 
Developing an Interpretation 
 
Students will apply these concepts in more open-ended situations through the      
completion of Práctica pages (13-24) and teacher-created activities. 
 
Students will demonstrate comprehension of the vocabulary and concepts by seeking  
and providing personal information in paired communicative activities. 
     
Students will express their own opinion about their wants and needs using the new  
vocabulary.    
 
Making Connections 
  
Students will state their own opinions about what they and others want and need for  
school using the vocabulary and correct singular forms of querer (to want) and       
necesitar (to need). 
 
Students will describe the contents of their own room using vocabulary from p. 52 and 
the correct singular forms of tener (to have) or the term, hay (there is/are). 
 
Students will express their own opinions about what they and others want and need to 
do using the correct form of querer or necesitar with a new infinitive from p. 56.  
 
The students will communicate quantities, prices or phone numbers using numbers in 
Spanish. 
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Taking a Critical Stance 
 
Students will compare the contents of their bedroom with other students’ rooms. 
 
Students will design an ideal bedroom and describe it in Spanish. 
 
Students will compare the contents of their mochila (backpack) with other students. 
 
Students will state opinions about what they and others need to do in various situations. 
 
Students will discuss cultural differences that they observe in the video story  
¡Mañana es el primer día de clases!.   
 
Students will discuss cultural differences that they read in the Notas culturales and in the 
Panorama Cultural p. 51 about school life in Hispanic countries. 
 
 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
School supplies 
Subject pronouns (singular forms) 
Contents of a bedroom 
Infinitives of activities 
Numbers 31-199 
 
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
WRITING   
Students will: 
 

�  copy questions and answers from ASÍ SE DICE sections of Chapter 2 into spiral  
notebook. 
 

�  label vocabulary pictures. 

�  complete Gramática and Práctica workbook pages.  

�  write key questions and subject pronouns on note cards, which will be used for 
paired work, individual practice, or for large group activities. 
 

�  view Chapter 2 video story (fotonovela) and do related activities from textbook.  
 

�  use dry erase boards to display written responses to teacher or student prompts.  
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�  check for understanding of Chapter 2 goals through the completion of A VER SI 
PUEDO p. 64. 
 

�  complete HRW Chapter 2 Internet activities.  

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 
Students will: 
 

�  work in pairs to complete communicative activities.  

�  view Chapter 2 video and do related activities. 

�  listen to authentic speakers interacting in everyday situations. (Audio CD)  

�  use student-created index cards for interactive participation.  

�  make a back pack out of construction paper which will be filled with cut out 
pictures of school supplies. These will be used for hands on practice of the 
vocabulary. 
 

�  draw a model of their own bedroom to describe in Spanish to a partner, a small 
group, or to the class. 
 

�  respond to key questions and subject pronouns on note cards, which will be used 
for paired work, individual practice, or for large group activities. 
 

�  view Chapter 2 video to observe how the main characters buy school supplies in 
Spain and do related activities from textbook.  
 

READING 
Students will: 
 

�  Read and discuss the fotonovela at the beginning of the chapter. 

�  Read and discuss the Notas Culturales and Panorama Cultural. 

�  Read and discuss ads for school supplies found on the Internet and the Spanish-
version lists of school supplies from Staples. 
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PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT 
 
Summative assessment for each Paso(section of the chapter) 
Oral presentation: Skit-- En la Librería (In the Book store) 
Writing portfolio entry: Mi Cuarto (My bedroom) 
Project:   Mi Cuarto (My bedroom) with authentic layout of bedroom labeled  
     in Spanish   
Oral presentation:  Mi Cuarto (My bedroom) 
 
 
 
CORE TEXT FOR STUDENTS 
 
 Humbach, Nancy and Oscar Ozete. ¡Ven Conmigo!. New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 2000.   
         
ADDITIONAL TEXTS/ RESOURCES FOR USE BY STUDENTS 
 
¡Ven Conmigo! Ancillaries: 

·  Grammar and Vocabulary Workbook 
·  Practice and Activities Workbook  
·  Listening Activities  
·  Activities for Communication 
·  Vocabulary picture pages from Teaching Transparencies  
·  http://go.hrw.com 
      

MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES 
 
Dry erase boards and markers  
Index cards  
Clipart pictures  
Construction paper backpack 
Props of school supplies, euros, bedroom furniture (doll house) 
Poster cards of key vocabulary phrases and grammatical concepts 
Audio CD 
Chapter 2 video  
    
INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGY 
 
Students will use Microsoft Word to type and revise skit and bedroom descriptions.   
Students will use interactive Internet activities to practice the concepts of Chapter 2.    
Students will respond orally and in writing to PowerPoint presentations.    
Students will explore Websites of authentic book stores in Hispanic cities to compare 
school supplies and prices. 
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UNIT 3: NUEVAS CLASES, NUEVOS AMIGOS 
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UNIT 3: NUEVAS CLASES, NUEVOS AMIGOS 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 
 How would you talk about your classes? 
 
 How would you tell at what time something happens? 
 
 How would you describe people and things? 
 
 How would you talk about things you like and explain why? 
 
      
RELATED GOALS AND STANDARDS 

 
National Standards:  
 
Communication  

1.1 Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express    
feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. 

 
1.2 Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of  

topics. 
 

1.3 Students present information, concepts and ideas to an audience of listeners or 
readers on a variety of topics. 

Cultures 
 2.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the  
       practices and perspectives of the culture studied.  
 
Connections 
 3.1 Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through 
       the foreign language. 
 
Comparisons 
 4.1 Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through 
       comparisons of the language studied and their own. 
  

4.2 Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through  
       comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 
 
Communities 
 5.1 Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting.  
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CONTENT KNOWLEDGE OBJECTIVES 
 
Initial Understanding   
 
Students will identify  the vocabulary related to school subjects, telling time, and 
descriptive adjectives.  
 
Students will examine new Así Se Dice questions and answers. 
    
Students will recognize these concepts through the completion of Gramática pages 
(18-26) and of the initial Listening Activities for Capítulo 3. 
 
 
Developing an Interpretation 
 
Students will apply these concepts in more open-ended situations through the      
completion of Práctica pages (25-36) and teacher-created activities. 
 
Students will demonstrate comprehension of the vocabulary and concepts by seeking  
and providing personal information in paired communicative activities. 
     
 
Making Connections 
  
Students will state their class schedule using sequential adverbs and time expressions.   
 
Students will express their own opinion about their classes, schedules and free time 
activities.   
 
Students will describe their classes, teachers and classmates using the correct form of the 
verb ser (to be) and descriptive adjectives.   
 
Students will ask and respond to questions regarding at what time events take place.   
 
Students will describe physical characteristics and personality traits of people they know.   
 
 
Taking a Critical Stance 
 
Students will compare their classes within their own daily schedule, state preferences 
and explain why.  
 
Students will compare their opinions of classes with other students.  
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Students will create a poster or booklet describing themselves and a friend.   
 
Students will discuss cultural differences that they observe in the video story.  
¡Bienvenida al colegio! 
 
Students will discuss cultural differences that they read in the Notas culturales and in the 
Panorama Cultural p. 79 about a typical school day. 
 
 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
School subjects 
Telling time 
Descriptive adjectives  
Pastime activities  
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
WRITING   
Students will: 
 

�  copy questions and answers from ASÍ SE DICE sections of Chapter 3 into spiral  
notebook. 
 

�  label vocabulary pictures. 

�  complete Gramática and Práctica workbook pages.  

�  write key questions with personalized answers on note cards, which will be used 
for paired work, individual practice, or for large group activities. 
 

�  view Chapter 3 video story (fotonovela) and do related activities from textbook.  
 

�  use dry erase boards to display written responses to teacher or student prompts.  

�  check for understanding of Chapter 3 goals through the completion of A VER SI 
PUEDO p. 94. 

 
�  complete HRW Chapter 3 Internet activities.  

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 
Students will: 
 

�  work in pairs to complete communicative activities.  

�  view Chapter 3 video and do related activities. 
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�  listen to authentic speakers interacting in everyday situations. (Audio CD)  

�  use student-created index cards for interactive participation.  

�  use a spinner to ask and answer questions about their class schedule. 
 
�  respond to key questions with personalized answers on note cards, which will be 

used for paired work, individual practice, or for large group activities. 
 

�  view Chapter 3 video to observe a typical class in Mexico.  
 

READING 
Students will: 
 

�  Read and discuss the fotonovela at the beginning of the chapter. 

�  Read and discuss the Notas Culturales and Panorama Cultural. 

�  Read and discuss authentic school schedules and time tables of movies theaters 
and television programs.   

 
�  Read  Todos Somos Iguales. . . Todos Somos Diferentes, an authentic children’s 

book.   
 
 
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT 
 
Summative assessment for each Paso (section of the chapter) 
Writing portfolio entry: Mi Horario (My Schedule) 
Project:   Mi Amigo y yo (My Friend and I )  
Oral assessment:  Telling time 
 
 
CORE TEXT FOR STUDENTS 
 
Humbach, Nancy and Oscar Ozete. ¡Ven Conmigo!. New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 2000.   
Cheltenham Elementary School. Todos Somos Iguales. . .Todos Somos Diferentes. New 
York: Scholastic, Inc., 1994 
         
ADDITIONAL TEXTS/ RESOURCES FOR USE BY STUDENTS 
 
¡Ven Conmigo! Ancillaries: 

·  Grammar and Vocabulary Workbook 
·  Practice and Activities Workbook  
·  Listening Activities  
·  Activities for Communication 
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·  Vocabulary picture pages from Teaching Transparencies and PowerPoint 
presentations 

·  http://go.hrw.com 
      

MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES 
 
Dry erase boards and markers  
Index cards  
Clipart pictures  
Spinners  
Pictures of famous people and student photos  
Poster cards of key vocabulary phrases and grammatical concepts 
Audio CD 
Chapter 3 video  
    
INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGY 
 
Students will use Microsoft Word to type and revise description of their schedule.   
Students will use interactive Internet activities to practice the concepts of Chapter 3.    
Students will respond orally and in writing to PowerPoint presentations.    
Students will explore Websites of authentic school schedules from Mexico.  
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UNIT 4:       ¿QUÉ HACES ESTA TARDE?    
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UNIT 4:      ¿QUÉ HACES ESTA TARDE?    
 
 
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS  
 
 How would you talk about what you and others like to do?  
 

How would you request and state location and time for yourself and others? 
 

How would you discuss what you and others do, and where you go? 
 
 
        National Standards:  
 
Communication  

1.1 Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express    
feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. 
 

1.2 Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of  
topics. 
 

1.3 Students present information, concepts and ideas to an audience of listeners or 
readers on a variety of topics. 

Cultures 
 2.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the  
       practices and perspectives of the culture studied. 

 
2.2 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the  
      products and perspectives of the culture studied. 
 

Connections 
 3.1 Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through 
       the foreign language. 
 
Comparisons 
 4.1 Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through 
       comparisons of the language studied and their own. 
 4.2 Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through     
       comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 
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CONTENT KNOWLEDGE OBJECTIVES 
 
Initial Understanding   
 
Students will identify  the vocabulary related to leisure activities, locations in a town, and 
days of the week. 
Students will examine new Así Se Dice questions and answers. 
Students will recognize these concepts through the completion of Gramática pages. 
(27-36) and of the initial Listening Activities for Capítulo 4. 
 
Developing an Interpretation 
 
Students will apply these concepts in more open-ended situations through the completion 
of Práctica pages (37-48) and teacher-created activities. 
 
Students will use authentic materials (maps of Darien and different Hispanic cities) to 
describe locations and to state where they are and where they are going. 
            
Making Connections 
 
Students will express their own opinion about what they like to do and do not like to do 
using the new vocabulary.  
 
Students will apply their knowledge of using the singular forms of the verb necesitar to 
the new –ar verbs.   
 
Students will utilize singular and plural subject pronouns to talk about different points of 
view.  
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Taking a Critical Stance 
 
Students will create their own stories using pictures of various activities.  
 
Students will interview other students and analyze responses to develop a profile  
of the most popular activities.   
 
Students will discuss cultural differences that they observe in the video story.  
¿Dónde está María Inés? and the Panorama Cultural p. 110. 
 
 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
           Activities (-ar verbs) 
 Prepositions of location 
 Days of the week 
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
WRITING   
Students will: 
 

�  copy questions and answers from ASÍ SE DICE sections of Chapter 4 into spiral  
notebook. 
 

�  make flash cards of activities (-ar verbs) and prepositions. 

�  complete Gramática and Práctica workbook pages.  

�  write key questions and personal answers on note cards, which will be used for 
paired work, individual practice, or for large group activities. 
 

�  view Chapter 4 video story (fotonovela) and do related activities from textbook.  
 

�  use dry erase boards to display written responses to teacher or student prompts.  

�  respond to prompts from PowerPoint presentations. 

�  write questions/answers  about people and places in their maps.  

�  check for understanding of Chapter 4 goals through the completion of A VER SI 
PUEDO p. 118. 
 

�  complete HRW Chapter 4 Internet activities.  
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LISTENING/SPEAKING 
Students will: 
 

�  work in pairs to complete communicative activities.  

�  view Chapter 4 video and do related activities. 

�  listen to authentic speakers interacting in everyday situations. (Audio CD)  

�  use student-created index cards for interactive participation.  

�  draw a model of a plaza to describe locations in Spanish to a partner. Partner will 
respond to questions. 
 

�  respond to key questions on note cards. 
 

�  view Chapter 4 video to observe how the main characters travel around the town 
while looking for a friend. 
 

READING 
Students will: 
 

�  read and discuss the fotonovela at the beginning of the chapter. 

�  read and discuss the Notas Culturales and Panorama Cultural. 

�  read and discuss maps of a typical Hispanic city or town. 
 
 
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT 
 
Summative assessment for each Paso (section of the chapter) 
Oral presentation: Phone conversation describing location/time/plans 
Student-created map of town with corresponding questions and answers 
 
 
CORE TEXT FOR STUDENTS 
 
Humbach, Nancy and Oscar Ozete. ¡Ven Conmigo!. New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 2000.   
 
ADDITIONAL TEXTS/ RESOURCES FOR USE BY STUDENTS 
 
¡Ven Conmigo! Ancillaries: 

·  Grammar and Vocabulary Workbook 
·  Practice and Activities Workbook  
·  Listening Activities  
·  Activities for Communication 
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·  Vocabulary picture pages from Teaching Transparencies  
·  http://go.hrw.com 

 
 
 
MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES 
Dry erase boards and markers  
Index cards  
Clipart pictures of all verbs 
Props (Mexican dolls, papel picado, Mexican flag, Calaveras, calendar)      
Poster cards of key vocabulary phrases and grammatical concepts 
Audio CD 
Chapter 4 video  
Maps of Darien, Mexico City and other Spanish speaking cities 
Telephones 
        
 
 
INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGY 
  
Students will use interactive Internet activities to practice the concepts of Chapter 4.     
 
Teacher-created PowerPoints:  

·  ¿Dónde está Waldo / Dora?  
·  ¿Adónde vas? ¿por qué?  
·  An introduction to –ar verbs 
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UNIT 5: EL RITMO DE LA VIDA  
 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 
 How would you express how often you do things? 
 
 How would you talk about what you and your friends do together? 
 
 How would you talk about what you do in a typical week? 
 
 How would you describe the weather and state the date? 

   
      
RELATED GOALS AND STANDARDS 

 
National Standards:  
 
Communication  

1.1 Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express    
feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. 

 
1.2 Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of  

topics. 
 

1.3 Students present information, concepts and ideas to an audience of listeners or 
readers on a variety of topics. 

Cultures 
 2.1 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the  
       practices and perspectives of the culture studied.  
 
Connections 
 3.1 Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through 
       the foreign language. 
 
Comparisons 
 4.1 Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through 
       comparisons of the language studied and their own. 
  

4.2 Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through  
       comparisons of the cultures studied and their own. 
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CONTENT KNOWLEDGE OBJECTIVES 
 
Initial Understanding   
 
Students will identify  the vocabulary related to weather, dates and seasons.  
 
Students will identify new verbs used to discuss activities you like to do with friends. 
 
Students will examine new Así Se Dice questions and answers. 
    
Students will recognize these concepts through the completion of Gramática pages 
(37-44) and of the initial Listening Activities for Capítulo 5.     
 
 
Developing an Interpretation 
 
Students will apply these concepts in more open-ended situations through the      
completion of Práctica pages (49-60) and teacher-created activities. 
 
Students will demonstrate comprehension of the vocabulary and concepts by seeking  
and providing personal information in paired communicative activities. 
     
 
Making Connections 
  
Students will state how often they and others do a variety of activities, including verbs 
learned in previous chapters.    
 
Students will express the opinions of others regarding weekend activities.   
 
Students will differentiate between stating what they like to do and what they do.   
 
Students will describe the weather.   
 
Students will ask and respond to questions regarding what people like to do during the 
different seasons.   
 
 
Taking a Critical Stance 
 
Students will compare what the weather is like in different locations and seasons around 
the world.   
 
Students will survey and summarize the opinions of other students regarding activities.  
Students will describe their favorite season.   
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Students will discuss cultural differences that they observe in the video story  
¿Cómo es el ritmo de tu vida?.   
 
Students will discuss cultural differences that they read in the Notas culturales and in the 
Panorama Cultural p. 137 about a typical week South America. 
 
 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Weather expressions 
Seasons and months  
Expressions of frequency 
Activities during a typical week  
 
ACTIVITIES 
 
WRITING   
Students will: 
 

�  copy questions and answers from ASÍ SE DICE sections of Chapter 5 into spiral  
notebook. 
 

�  label vocabulary pictures.  

�  complete Gramática and Práctica workbook pages.  

�  write key questions with personalized answers on note cards, which will be used 
for paired work, individual practice, or for large group activities. 
 

�  view Chapter 5 video story (fotonovela) and do related activities from textbook.  
 

�  use dry erase boards to display written responses to teacher or student prompts.  

�  check for understanding of Chapter 5 goals through the completion of A VER SI 
PUEDO p. 146. 

 
�  complete HRW Chapter 5 Internet activities.  

 
LISTENING/SPEAKING 
Students will: 
 

�  work in pairs to complete communicative activities.  

�  view Chapter 5 video and do related activities. 

�  listen to authentic speakers interacting in everyday situations. (Audio CD)  
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�  use student-created index cards for interactive participation. 

�  use a spinner to ask and answer questions about the seasons and the weather. 
 
�  respond to key questions with personalized answers on note cards, which will be 

used for paired work, individual practice, or for large group activities. 
 

�  view Chapter 5 video to observe a student news television broadcast.    
 

READING 
Students will: 

�  Read and discuss the fotonovela at the beginning of the chapter. 

�  Read and discuss the Notas Culturales and Panorama Cultural. 

�  Read and discuss weather from Spanish newspapers or Websites.   
 
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT 
 
Summative assessment for each Paso (section of the chapter) 
Writing portfolio entry: Mi estación favorita (My Favorite Season) 
Skit: Las noticias, student created news video  
Cumulative Assessment: The students will demonstrate the ability to use the vocabulary 
and grammatical structures learned throughout the year in a guided piece of writing. 
 
CORE TEXT FOR STUDENTS 
 
Humbach, Nancy and Oscar Ozete. ¡Ven Conmigo!. New York: Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston, 2000.   
         
ADDITIONAL TEXTS/ RESOURCES FOR USE BY STUDENTS 
 
¡Ven Conmigo! Ancillaries: 

·  Grammar and Vocabulary Workbook 
·  Practice and Activities Workbook  
·  Listening Activities  
·  Activities for Communication 
·  Vocabulary picture pages from Teaching Transparencies and PowerPoint 

presentations 
·  http://go.hrw.com 
·  www.wunderground.com (weather website in Spanish)  
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MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES 
 
Dry erase boards and markers  
Index cards  
Clipart pictures  
Spinners  
Pictures of weather and seasons   
Poster cards of key vocabulary phrases and grammatical concepts 
Audio CD 
Chapter 5 video  
Video camera  
    
INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGY 
 
Students will use Microsoft Word to type and revise description of their favorite season.   
Students will use interactive Internet activities to practice the concepts of Chapter 5.    
Students will respond orally and in writing to PowerPoint presentations.    
Students will explore Websites of weather around the world.  
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 SECTION III  -  Goals and Standards 
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RELATED GOALS and STANDARDS  
 
NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE LEARNING 

COMMUNICATION 
Communicate in Languages Other Than English 

·  Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings 
and emotions, and exchange opinions. 

·  Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of 
topics. 

·  Standard 1.3: Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or 
readers on a variety of topics. 

CULTURES 
Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 

·  Standard 2.1: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices 
and perspectives of the culture studied. 

·  Standard 2.2: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products 
and perspectives of the culture studied. 

CONNECTIONS 
Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information 

·  Standard 3.1: Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the 
foreign language. 

·  Standard 3.2: Students acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only 
available through the foreign language and its cultures. 

COMPARISONS 
Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture 

·  Standard 4.1: Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons 
of the language studied and their own. 

·  Standard 4.2: Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons 
of the cultures studied and their own. 

COMMUNITIES 
Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home & A round the World  

·  Standard 5.1: Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting. 

·  Standard 5.2: Students show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for 
personal enjoyment and enrichment. 

WORLD LANGUAGES CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK 
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Connecticut State Department of Education March 1998 

K-12 Content Standards 

 In at least one language other than English: 

1. Communication Students will engage in conversation, provide and 
   obtain information, express feelings and 
   exchange opinion. 
 
2. Communication Students will understand and interpret spoken and    
   written language on a variety of topics. 
 
3. Communication Students will present information, concepts and 
   ideas to listeners or readers on a variety of topics. 
 
4. Cultures Students will demonstrate an understanding of 
   the traditions, products and perspectives of the 
   cultures studied. 
 
5. Connections Students will reinforce and expand their knowledge 
   of other areas of study through the world language. 
 
6. Connections Students will acquire and use information from a  
   variety of sources only available in the world language, 
   using technology, print, audiovisual, media, data 
   and human resources. 
 
7. Comparisons Students will demonstrate an understanding of the  
   nature of language through comparisons of that  
   world language and their own language. 
 
8. Comparisons Students will demonstrate an understanding of the  
   concept of culture through comparisons of the  
   cultures studied with their own culture. 
 
9. Communities Students will use the world language both withing and  
   beyond the school setting for personal enjoyment, 
   enrichment and active participation. 

 

 

 
 
 



 46

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECTION IV –  Learning Resources 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  RESOURCES 
 
VOCABULARY LISTS FOR CHAPTERS 1-5 
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GUIDELINES FOR CUMULATIVE ASSESSMENT 
 
 
 

Español 7 
CUMULATIVE ASSESSMENT 

Capítulos 1 – 5 
 
Background: 
 
1st semester:   Most quizzes and assessments focus on specific vocabulary, expressions  
  and grammar points. 
 
2nd semester:  New material is combined with the material learned in previous chapters. 
  More emphasis on questions and answers using a variety of verbs.  
  Student is able to use all subject pronouns to express different points of  
  view. 
  Sentences become more complex, using connecting words, adverbs of  
  frequency, and time elements. 
 
Goal of the Cumulative Assessment: The students will demonstrate the ability to use 
the vocabulary and grammatical structures learned throughout the year in a guided piece 
of writing. There will be room for creativity within a structured framework designed to 
work with topics the students are familiar with and have been using all year.  
 
How to prepare: 
 
Review one chapter a night for the next week. Use your cuaderno espiral  and your 
fichas as a good source of review. Focus on the ASÍ SE DICE sections and the A VER SI 
PUEDO page at the end of each chapter. 
 
Wed. Capítulo 1 pp. 40, 41 p. 39#9 Numbers p. 27 
 
Thurs. Capítulo 2 pp. 64, 65   Numbers p. 58 
 
Friday Capítulo 3 pp. 94, 95 p. 93#6 y #7 
 
Tues.  Capítulo 4 pp. 118, 119 p. 102—forms of jugar 
 
Wed. Capítulo 5  pp. 146, 147 p. 144#2 y #3 
 
 
Use the back of this page or in your cuaderno espiral, you should write down 4 key 
questions from each chapter.  
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