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Principalôs Newsletter 

Homecoming 2010 
 

Blue Wave Pride and Spirit were on display during Homecoming week, September 27thðOctober 

2nd.  Among the many caped crusaders strolling the halls of DHS on Tuesdayôs Super Hero/Villain 

Day was Principal Dan Haron masquerading as Superman! Music, a BBQ, and  field events kept 

the students entertained at Wednesday's Field Day. Blue and white was the norm on Friday as well 

as some unique costuming by individual teams who showed their spirit at the afternoon Pep Rally.  

The weeks activities culminated with the Parade, Football Game and Homecoming Dance on Satur-

day. The DHS Class of 1960 celebrated their 50th reunion during the weekend and were also part 

of the festivities.  
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Darien High School  

From the Principalôs Desk 
Dan Haron  

Cont. on page 3 

Ask any middle or high school principal what the most contentious, protracted, and difficult 

issue he or she faces nowadays, and they are very likely to reply ñonline social networking and 

cyber bullying.ò For obvious reasons, this is a relatively new issue, and schools throughout the 

country are scrambling to find appropriate, effective, and lawful means to deal with this diffi-

cult problem. A recent article in the New York Times, Online Bullies Pull Schools Into the Fray 

(June 27th, 2010), provides an excellent overview of this topic and does a thorough job convey-

ing the multitude of often conflicting considerations that schools and families experience when 

dealing with this issue.  

 

With the emergence of Facebook, MySpace, Twitter, and the various other social networking 

sites through which teenagers now communicate and interact, came a long list of hazards and 

risks rarely seen in the past. While it is not new for some teens to be gossipy, manipulative and 

cruel when communicating with their friends, what IS new is the fact that this communication is 

now done through channels that transmit information instantaneously, potentially on a massive 

scale, in writing or visual form, and at all hours. Gone are the days of transient gossipy after-

school phone conversations where the content of the discussions had a relatively short half-life. 

Today, because the nature of the communication is in written format and can be transmitted in-

stantly to a mass audience, the risk of social harm is much greater. Another exacerbating factor 

is the false impression of anonymity and lack of direct human contact that comes with writing 

something on a screen. This fact tends to lead the writer to use cruel and vulgar language in a 

way that they otherwise would never use if communicating more directly with someone.   

 

So here we are, as parents and educators, navigating these uncharted waters looking for some 

guidance and support. How much freedom with electronic communication should parents give 

their teens and at what age? What is the role of the school in monitoring and educating students 

on cyberspace issues? Where are the appropriate legal and moral boundaries between private 

conduct of students and the schoolôs level of involvement with discipline or otherwise? In her 

New York Times article, Jan Hoffman summarizes these dilemmas with the following: 

ñWhether resolving such conflicts should be the responsibility of the family, the police or the 

schools remains an open question, evolving along with definitions of cyberbullying itself. 

Nonetheless, administrators who decide they should help their cornered students often face 

daunting pragmatic and legal constraints.ò 

 

While there are no definitive and clear answers, one thing is certain: unless schools and families 

are vigilant and start working together to address this problem with deliberate will, our teens 

will end up paying the price. At DHS we have psychologists, social workers, and administrators 

who are always ready to help and guide students and families who are caught in the cyberbully-

ing web. There are also many outside resources dedicated to addressing cyberbullying (for ex-

ample: http://www.wiredsafety.org and Bullying Beyond the Schoolyard: Preventing and Re-

sponding to Cyberbullying by Samir Hinduja and Justin Patchin) that provide a plethora of in-

formation and excellent advice. As educators and parents we have a responsibility to monitor, 

educate, prevent, and yes, discipline when necessary, our teens when it comes to this issue. I  

http://www.wiredsafety.org/
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Cont from page 2 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS DHS SCHOLARS  
 

Darien High School has 15 Semifinalist and 22 Commended Stu-
dents in the 2011 National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Competi-
tion. The semifinalists will continue on in the selection process 
for NMSC scholarships. 

 

Semifinalists  
 

 

Commended Scholars  

 

Alexandra Ashcraft Dana Howe Grant Nelson 

Adrianna Baker Dylan Hurd Sydney Schildnecht 

Edward Cain Kendall Kyritz Jennifer Selensky 

Daniel Campbell Elizabeth Leimkuhler Claire Streeter 

Laura Carroll Andrew Mauboussin Laura Tibbetts 

Gerianne Connell Katherine McKay Bethany Turner 

Robert Florian Taiki Miki Linsdsay Tyler 

Leslie Gill   

John Conley Taylor Holcomb Anna Morant 

Katherine Critelli William Juan Charlotte Schaffer 

Robert Eddie Michael Kushnir Sarah Smith 

Madeleine Gill Charles Lacy Danielle Tilford 

Nicole Granath Darius Majd Catherine Treesh 

look forward to working more closely with the DHSPA, Parent Awareness, Middlesex Middle 

School and other town organizations to address this problem and find ways to provide our teens 

with a safe and healthy experience in cyberspace. 
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Student and Faculty News  

Wilkins Wins Journalism Award  
 

Youth Journalism International awarded English teacher Stacey Wilkins the 

Journalism Educator of the Year award "for her exemplary work with both her 

schoolôs paper, Neirad, and her efforts to create the Connecticut Academic 

Press Association."  Students and teachers in eight countries on four conti-

nents captured awards in Youth Journalism Internationalôs 2010 worldwide 

journalism contest. Neirad also won three 1st place awards and one second 

place award. First place in ñNews Team Reportingò went to Class of 2009 

graduate Kimberly Michels and senior Julia Lang for the Moon Pool investi-

gation (May, print 2009); junior Emily Close won first place  in ñSports 

Newsò for her ñIvy Dreamsò story (Dec, print 2009);  first place in ñProfilesò went to senior 

Andi Cara for ñSantaôs in Town Earlyò (Dec, print); and second place in ñReviewsò to junior 

Chris Janson for ñYoung Delivers Old Style on Owl Cityò (Jan, Neirad Enilno). 

New Art Courses Offered 
 

This year the art department is offering two new courses: AP Studio Art and Ceramics 3.  In 

the AP Studio Art course, students will create a portfolio of work for the AP exam. The major-

ity of the pieces will come from their AP studio work. Students will use all previous learned 

knowledge and skills, and will refine their drawing and painting skills throughout the year long 

course. 
 

Students in Ceramics 3 will be required to show fundamental skills as well as an understanding 

of visual concepts and methods.  Students will develop an individual approach to communicat-

ing unique ideas using various ceramic processing techniques, glazing and decorating applica-

tions.  Currently students are decorating forms by colorizing clay and creating designs intrinsic 

in the clay.  Ceramics 3 is designed for students who have a serious interest in the applied skills 

of ceramic art.  The course will build on both the technical and artistic skills learned in ceramics 

1 and 2.  Assignments are teacher directed incorporating studentsô interests and ideas. 
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Authentic Science Research:  Summer 2010 
 

The Authentic Science Research program at DHS is a three-year course in which students con-

duct bibliographic research, focus on a topic, find a mentor, and carry out hands-on research in 

a lab under their mentorôs guidance.  This past summer, ASR students participated in a variety 

of exciting research experiences. 
 

Sophomore Will De Rocco worked at Yale University with Dr. 

Richard Majka of the Yale Physics Department and member of 

the STAR collaboration at Brookhaven National Laboratory on 

Long Island. They tested various Gas Electron Multiplier foils, 

a special form of detector that will be used at the Relativistic 

Heavy Ion Collider at Brookhaven to examine high-energy nu-

clei collisions for exotic phenomena such as parity violation. 
 

Junior Galen Rohn tagged horseshoe crabs with Sacred Heart 

Universityôs Project Limulus Program. Project Limulus studies 

horseshoe-crab populations in the Long Island Sound. Galen 

also participated in an internship at the Norwalk Maritime 

Aquarium in which she broadened her knowledge about the Long Island Sound and its key or-

ganisms. 
 

Senior Emma Tuzinkiewicz worked at Yale University with mentor Dr. David Rabi-

nowitz.  They worked with asteroid images from the Schmidt Telescope at the La Silla Obser-

vatory in Chile.  The goal was to determine the efficiency of the telescope and to analyze vari-

ous data from these asteroid images.  
 

Senior Andrew Mauboussin was an intern at Nicholas Christakisô quantitative social science 

lab at Harvard University (Cambridge, MA) part-time and also a student at Harvard Summer 

School. His 7-week internship was under the guidance of mentor Sam Arbesman, and mostly 

involved writing his research into a paper.   
 

Senior Kate Morant worked with mentor Dr. Chhavi Agarwal, 

at the Rett Center at Montefiore Childrenôs Hospital in the 

Bronx, New York, the only center for Rett in the tri-state area. 

Rett syndrome is a disorder of the nervous system that primarily 

affects young girls and is caused by a mutation in the MeCP2 

gene.  
 

Senior Alex Bruno traveled to Buffalo, New York to work in 

Dr. Mary Alice Coffrothôs lab during the week of July 12th. In 

the lab, he worked with a number of heat-tolerant algal samples 

that are symbiotic to corals. The purpose of this research was to 

find a trend in the surviving heat-tolerant algae that were ex-

posed to higher temperatures due to a malfunction in the sample 

chamber. 

 
 

Conôt. on page 6 



6 

Darien High School  

Senior Dana Howe spent two weeks working with Ecology 

Project International at Pacuare Reserve in Costa Rica. While 

at the reserve, she took part in nightly turtle patrols searching 

for nesting Leatherback Sea Turtles or hatching nests.  
 

Senior Nicole Granath interned in a research lab at Columbia 

University Medical Center.  Nicole has studied various as-

pects of the treatment of Celiac Disease since her sophomore 

year and secured a position working under Dr. Govind Bha-

gat, a researcher associated with the Celiac Disease Center at 

Columbia University.  She will continue to investigate the role of intraepithelial gamma delta T 

cells in stimulating an immune response in the small intestine of Celiac Disease patients this 

fall. 
 

Senior Katie Critelli worked at UCSD (University of California at San Diego) in the geriatrics 

lab of Dr. Laura Dugan.  For years, Dr. Dugan has been working on the Bronx Project, with the 

aim of eliminating oxidative stress in the brain.  Dr. Duganôs lab research is based on the prem-

ise that oxidative stress, or unstable free radicals in the brain, is responsible for the symptoms of 

various neurodegenerative diseases such as Alzheimerôs disease and Parkinsonôs disease.   
 

Darien Youth Officers visit Youth and Law Class 
 

Det. Sam Bocuzzi and Det. Mark Capelli, our Darien 

Youth Officers, visited Mrs. Brooks Youth and Law 

class.  The officers discussed the exceptions to the 

search warrant rule.  This is aligned with the curriculum 

and the students learning about their rights under the 4th 

amendment.  The officers came back a second day, and 

held a general question/answer session with the stu-

dents.  The officers reinforced the students basic legal 

rights as minors. The students learn that police officers 

protect lives and property, and are there to help 

them. Thank you to Det. Bocuzzi and Det. Capelli for 

taking their time with our students.  It is always an enjoyable and informative time. 

2010-2011 

Student Directories for Sale 
 
 

Directories are available for purchase in the main office; please see Patti Schoknecht.  Cost is 

$20/set (large and small editions.) Cash or checks made out to "DHSPA".  Proceeds support 

DHSPA programs throughout the year. 

Conôt. from page 5 
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Fall brings the busiest time of year in Guidance as we try to help all of our students transition 

into a new school year.  Seniors should be working on investigating their post-secondary op-

tions.  Remember to meet with your counselor to discuss your options and update them on any-

thing new that has happened since the last time you met.  Juniors should think about their test-

ing options for the coming year and when to prepare for and schedule your test dates.  Sopho-

mores are hopefully focusing on having a strong start to the school year.  If you are not in-

volved in something (i.e., club, sport, etc.) it is never too late to start.  Take advantage of all  

DHS has to offer for student involvement.  All freshmen had a meeting scheduled with their 

counselor during the first month of school.  If this meeting did not occur, please come to Guid-

ance to reschedule.  This meeting is intended as an initial meeting for student and counselor as 

well as an opportunity to ask questions you may have. 

 

SUBMITTING TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS FOR SENIORS 

Seniors must submit their transcript requests to their counselor thirty days prior to the college 

admission deadline.  We strongly encourage seniors to meet with their counselor prior to sub-

mitting these requests in order to provide an update and game plan for the application process.  

Please see your counselor if you have any questions. 

 

JUNIOR PLANNING NIGHT  

Juniors will continue with their post secondary process with our Junior Planning Night.  The 

evening is intended for both parents and students.  Individual planning meetings will occur at 

the beginning of second semester, where students, parents and their counselor will lay out a per-

sonalized timeline, in addition to addressing any questions families may have about the post 

secondary process.  Further information, including date and time, will be distributed through 

Naviance and the DPN. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

October 19th:  A College Essay writing workshop will take place in the DHS auditorium at 7:00 

pm.  Matthew Pohl, Assistant Director of Admission for Sarah Lawrence College, will present 

tips for writing your college essay. This workshop is intended for junior and senior students. 

Topics in the workshop will include:  

Your role as a writer 

Frequent essay topics from applicants  

Common Mistakes  

"Elements of a Strong Writer"  

Death, Divorce, Disaster: Writing about Personal Tragedies  

Addressing extenuating circumstances: The "additional information section" of the 

Common Application  

Greetings From Guidance  

Conôt on page 8 



8 

Darien High School  

October 25th:  A representative from Dartmouth College will conduct a college information ses-

sion in the DHS auditorium.  The presentation begins at 7:00 pm.  For more information and to 

RSVP, please visit http://www.dartmouth.edu/admissions/nearyou/.   
 

November 29th:  Jennifer Piqueira, Assistant Director of Financial Aid from Fairfield Univer-

sity, will present a Financial Aid workshop in the DHS auditorium.  The presentation begins at 

7:00 pm and is intended for families of juniors and seniors. 
 

January 27th: The Guidance Department is hosting a GAP Year fair. The fair is designed to in-

form students of the various options they have after graduating if they are uncertain about col-

lege. Several organizations will be represented at the fair. Additional information about the start 

time and location will be sent out at a later date. 
 

UPCOMING TEST DATES 

PSAT 

October 16th, 7:30 am, for students who have registered 
 

SAT  

November 6th   (register by October 8th) 

December 4th   (register by November 5th) 

January 22nd   (register by December 23rd) 

March 12th   (register by February 11th) 

May 7th   (register by April 8th) 

June 4th   (register by May 6th) 
 

ACT 

December 11th  (register by November 5th) 

February 12th  (register by January 7th) 

April 9th  (register by March 4th) 

June 11th  (register by May 6th) 
 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact your counselor: 

Mike Caro  mcaro@darienps.org             ext. 2220 

 

Joan Flaherty  jflaherty@darienps.org  ext. 2241 

 

Lisa Messineo  lmessineo@darienps.org  ext. 2288 

 

Paul Ribeiro  pribeiro@darienps.org  ext. 2306 

 

Rudy Spannaus rspannaus@darienps.org  ext. 2347 

 

Kim Taylor  ktaylor@darienps.org   ext. 2370 

 

Deb Webb-Maloney dwebb-maloney@darienps.org ext. 2290  

Conôt from page 7 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/admissions/nearyou/
mailto:mcaro@darienps.org
mailto:jflaherty@darienps.org
mailto:lmessineo@darienps.org
mailto:pribeiro@darienps.org
mailto:rspannaus@darienps.org
mailto:ktaylor@darienps.org
mailto:dwebb-maloney@darienps.org
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Upcoming Events  

DHS Orchestra and Choirs Rock Out                                    

with Mark Wood and Laura Kaye  

On Saturday, October 16th the Darien High School Orchestra, Concert Choir and Tudor Singers 

will join forces with Mark Wood, lead electric violinist and original member of the world-renowned 

Trans-Siberian Orchestra. The concert, held at 7:30 pm in the DHS Auditorium, will feature the en-

sembles and student soloists playing a fusion of orchestral music and rock that runs the gamut from 

Aaron Copeland to Led Zeppelin. Wood and his wife Laura Kaye (herself a singer with Trans-

Siberian Orchestra as well as an accomplished recording and touring musician in her own right) will 

spend Friday afternoon and evening coaching the DHS students on the repertoire in preparation for 

the concert, and will lead the students on stage the following night. 

 

Tickets to the Saturday show are $15 for adults and $10 for children aged 12 and under.  They may 

be purchased at Barrett Bookstore or by contacting Orchestra director Jane Minnis at  

jminnis@darienps.org. 

Driver Education at DHS-Enroll Now!  
 

Top Driver will continue to offer driver education classes on campus throughout the school year. 

The next class will begin on November 16th and run Tuesdays and Thursday from 2:30 ï 4:30 PM. 

Students must be 16 years of age to enroll.  You do not need a permit to start. Several other classes 

will be held during the school year. Check online at www.dariencontinuinged.com  for all upcoming 

classes. To enroll or ask questions, call Top Driver at 800-374-8373 or visit them online at 

www.topdriver.com . 

mailto:jminnis@darienps.org
http://www.dariencontinuinged.com
http://www.topdriver.com
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Darien Day at the Stamford Symphony 
 

The Darien Music Department in collaboration with the Darien 

Music for Youth Organization and the Stamford Symphony are 

excited to announce an opportunity for students and their parents 

to attend a concert featuring renowned pianist Janina Fialkowska 

performing the music of Chopin and Schumann with the Stamford 

Symphony Orchestra. The Stamford Symphony ñAdvance the 

Artsò program has offered the Darien Music Department a block 

of vouchers for our Darien students and parents at the reduced 

rate of $25.00 ($50.00 value) per voucher. Each ticket voucher purchased by an adult allows the 

adult to take one student to the concert free of charge and all of the proceeds will assist the Mu-

sic for Youth organization in bringing guest artists into our schools to work with our music stu-

dents. This is an excellent opportunity to share world class music with your children and also 

support music education in our schools. There will be educational presentation for children with 

one of the Symphony musicians beginning at 2:00 p.m. prior to the performance. 

 

The concert will be held at the beautiful Palace Theater in Stamford on Sunday, November 14, 

2010 at 3:00 p.m. We have a limited number of vouchers for this unique opportunity.  For more 

information, please call the Music Office at: 655-3981 ext: 2250 or email 

cguarino@darienps.org  

Student-Staff Book Club  
 

The first meeting of the DHS Student-Staff Book Club was held on the eve-

ning of Friday, September 24th in the DHS Library.  A small but enthusiastic 

group met to discuss the featured books from the Summer Reading program.  

Students reported enjoying the book(s) they selected to read and discussed 

the elements that made the books great and worthy to recommend to others.   
 

The Book Club spent some time considering what book to read next and de-

cided on Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro.  To determine the next book to 

read the group gave short summaries on titles they would recommend.  Fol-

lowing the discussion of potential titles many of the students selected books 

to check out and read on their own.       
 

The next meeting of the Book Club will be on Friday, December 1st from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  

The DHS Library has purchased multiple copies of the book and encourages all students to read 

Never Let Me Go.  The Student-Staff Book Club is open to anyone interested in reading for 

pleasure. To further promote an interest in reading, an online discussion site will be established 

for students and staff to share titles of other good books to read.  Information about the Book 

Club can be found on the DHS Library web site or by contacting Alice Wang, Lynda Sorensen, 

Sybil OôHare, or Jackie Bennett.   

 ñWhat is the use of a book,ò thought Alice, ñwithout pictures or conversations?ò 

       Aliceôs Adventures in Wonderland, ch. 1 

       Lewis Carroll      

mailto:cguarino@darienps.org
mailto:awang@darienps.org
mailto:lsorensen@darienps.org
mailto:SO'Hare@darienps.org
mailto:jabennett@darienps.org
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Theatre 308 Fall Drama: Inherit the Wind 
 

Theatre 308ôs fall drama this year will be Inherit the Wind, a fic-

tionalized account of the 1925 Scopes ñMonkeyò Trial.  It is the 

story of Bertram Cates (Kevin Koenitzer), a Pennsylvania high 

school science teacher, who is put on trial for teaching the theory 

of evolution in a largely Christian community.  He is defended by 

Hannah Drummond (Elizabeth Leimkuhler), a reputable lawyer 

known for her unorthodox tactics, and prosecuted by Matthew 

Harrison Brady (Alex Rankine), a former presidential candidate 

based on the real-life William Jennings Bryant.  The play was written in 1955 in the midst of 

the outbreak of McCarthyism during the Cold War, another event characterized by its rejection 

of an unpopular point of view. 
 

Other students participating in the drama this year include Reed Morgan (Rev. Jeremiah 

Brown), Alice Corrigan (Rachel Brown), Robbie Florian (E.K. Hornbeck), Misha Kushnir 

(Tom Davenport), Paris LaRock (Mrs. Brady), Max Hanau (Judge), Doug Phipps (Mayor), 

Marin Amyotte (Ms. Meeker), Lindsay Bates (Melinda Loomis), Jordan Washer (Howard 

Blair), Mary Elliot (Mrs. Krebs), Abby Leinroth (Ms. Bannister), Hannah Caldwell (Ellen), 

Emily Elliot (Harriet Esterbrook), Amanda Hutter (Ms. Dunlap), Addison Thalhamer (Mr. 

Sillers), and Nicole Gutierrez (Storekeeper). 
 

This year, the drama will be directed by Abby Warren , a Middlesex Middle School English 

teacher.  Nancy Herman, who directed both 308 productions the past several years, has taken 

the position of producer for the drama but will return to directing for the spring musical.  Inherit 

the Wind will be performed on November 18th, 19th, and 20th. 

Time To Clean Out Your Garage!!! 
 

The DHS Girls Ice Hockey Team is now accepting donations for our Used 

Sports Equipment Sale being held on Saturday, November 6th from 9am to 

1pm at the  DHS cafeteria. We will accept any type of gently used sporting 

equipment--hockey, soccer, lacrosse, and field hockey, bikes, balls, cleats, 

skis, snowboards, tennis rackets, figure skates and fishing rods!  Please drop 

off your donations in the rotunda at Middlesex Middle School.  Any questions 

please contact Bridget at 203-554-4987. 

Upcoming Ski & Snowboarding Club Trips! 
 

Interested in Skiing or Snowboarding for fun? Join the Ski & Snowboarding 

Club! Three trips are planned - Okemo Dec. 11th, Mt. Snow Jan. 29th, and 

Stratton Feb. 12th. See Mr. Buckley in the History office or Mr. Nelson in 

Tech Ed for permission slips. 


