LIBRARY RESEARCH UNIT ON PRESIDENT THOMAS JEFFERSON

For the next three days you will be working in the library to learn about the presidency of Thomas Jefferson in a self-directed unit.  You will be using the sites listed to learn about Jefferson and to take notes and answer questions.  If you feel that you cannot complete all of this during the library time, you should be working on this for homework over the next few nights, so that when we go back to the classroom you will have completed all of your research readings, notes and questions.  At the end of this unit in the library, you will be evaluating the presidency of Thomas Jefferson, by completing a Report Card on Jefferson and then you will use that as a basis to write a narrative (like you receive with your grades on your report card) on Jefferson as President.  This is where you will really rely on and use textual evidence and the data you used to complete your report card. This narrative will count as a test grade. 

All of these sites can be accessed on the Tan Homework page under Thomas Jefferson Research.   You may hand write, type and/or cut and paste to complete this assignment, but all notes must be turned in at the completion of the assignment.

 Day 1 

You are to learn as much about the man as you can at the site http://monticello.org  There you will click on Jefferson on the upper left the home page, read and take notes under ‘Brief Biography.’  Next click House and Garden on the home page.  Explore the first four topics listed there beginning with ‘Monticello,’ the House.  Next, from the home page, click on ‘Plantation and Slave Life.’  Explore the first three topics listed there beginning with ‘the Plantation agriculture.’  NOTE:  In the second and third entries here, be sure to read the last entry under each. If time, also explore Religion, Writings, Art, etc.
Days 2 and Day 3:

Start with the Digital History database on President Thomas Jefferson; http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/database/hyper_titles.cfm    
 Scroll down and click on Jeffersonian Republicanism. 

(Note: the questions posed here are a guide to help you to accumulate good research information on Jefferson’s presidency)

Now, click ‘Jefferson in Power’ and answer the following questions:

What were the goals for his presidency?

How did he plan to achieve his goals?

Did he stay true to his economic principles as president?  Explain.

Next, click on ‘War on the Judiciary’ and answer these questions: 

What did Jefferson fear about the courts as he entered office?

What had the lame duck congress done just before Adam’s term ended?

What threat did the case of Marbury v Madison pose for our government?

Why is this is called a landmark case?

What was the lasting effect of the impeachment of Justice Samuel Chase?

Now go to http://www.streetlaw.org/en/landmark/home. Click on Marbury v Madison (1803); click Background, read overview then click on the entry – two dots and answer the Questions to Consider, #1-3. Next click on decision from the main page, then – key excepts from the opinion – and answer Questions to Consider, # 2-6 found there.

Now using http://monticello.org/  Click on Jefferson; then the Lewis and Clark Expedition and ‘Origins of the Expedition’ and http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2002/winter/jefferson-message.html, then answer the following: 
Why was Jefferson’s request to Congress to explore the Louisiana Territory done in secret?

Did Congress have a right to okay and fund the expedition?

Why did Jefferson want to explore this territory?

Now go back to: http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/database/hyper_titles.cfm 
Click on ‘The Louisiana Purchase’ and answer the following:

How did we gain the Louisiana territory?

How was it that the territory belonged to France and not Spain?

How did Jefferson go against his own principles in making this purchase?

(Note:  This question is based on what you know about the Constitution and Jefferson’s policy on interpreting the Constitution and not on anything actually stated in this article.)

Now using, http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/digital/2000/honors/bundy_1995.htm
(jump to Ch 3) and http://www.bu.edu/law/central/jd/organizations/journals/bulr/documents/YOO.pdf 
answer the following:

Who were the Barbary Pirates?

What was Jefferson’s opinion about paying tribute money to them?

What constitutional question arose because Jefferson got us into a war with them?

How did he justify what he did?

What precedent(s) did this set?

One last time return to:  http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/database/hyper_titles.cfm  Click on the ‘Embargo of 1807’ and answer the following:
Why did Jefferson impose a trade embargo in 1807?

What principles of his did he go against in enforcing this embargo?

How did he go against these principles?

Was the embargo a success or failure?  Explain.

RESEARCH IS DUE IN CLASS ON _____________________________________
