
Summer Reading 2009: 
Incoming Eighth Grade 

 
Collins, Suzanne: The Hunger Games 
In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control through an annual 
televised survival competition pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against one 
another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to the test when she voluntarily takes her 
younger sister's place. (NOTE: This title is REQUIRED as one of the four books for all 8th grade 
advanced English students!) 
 
Cornwell, Autumn: Carpe Diem 
Sixteen-year-old Vassar Spore's detailed plans for the next twenty years of her life are derailed 
when her bohemian grandmother insists that she join her in Southeast Asia for the summer, but 
as she writes a novel about her experiences, Vassar discovers new possibilities. 
 
Freedman, Russell: Washington at Valley Forge (non-fiction) 
Washington's army nearly perished during the winter of 1777-78. Camped at Valley Forge, the 
revolutionaries endured severe hardship. The army's supply system had collapsed and they were 
without supplies. But when the harsh winter ended, the soldiers had survived, and marched away 
from Valley Forge more determined than ever. 
 
Gardner, Sally: The Red Necklace: a Story of the French Revolution 
In the late eighteenth-century, Sido, the twelve-year-old daughter of a self-indulgent marquis, 
and Yann, a fourteen-year-old Gypsy orphan raised to perform in a magic show, face a common 
enemy at the start of the French Revolution. 
 
Goodman, Alison: Eon: Dragoneye Reborn 
Eon has disguised herself as a boy in order to study Dragon Magic and become a Dragoneye, one 
of a select group that forms a conduit to the power of energy dragons, but if the secret of her 
gender comes out, she will be killed. 
 
Gratz, Allan: The Brooklyn Nine: a Novel in Nine Innings 
Follows the fortunes of a German immigrant family through nine generations, beginning in 1845, 
as they experience American life and play baseball. 
 
Halam, Ann: Snakehead 
Compelled by his father Zeus to accept the evil king Polydectes's challenge to bring the head of 
the monstrous Medusa to the Aegean island of Serifos, Perseus, although questioning the gods' 
interference in human lives, sets out, accompanied by his beloved Andromeda, a princess with 
her own harsh destiny to fulfill. 
 
Lockhart, E: The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau Banks  
Sophomore Frankie starts dating senior Matthew Livingston, but when he refuses to talk about 
the all-male secret society that he and his friends belong to, Frankie infiltrates the society in 
order to enliven their mediocre pranks. 
 
 
 



Myers, Walter Dean: Sunrise Over Fallujah 
Robin Perry, from Harlem, is sent to Iraq in 2003 as a member of the Civilian Affairs Battalion, 
and his time there profoundly changes him. 
 
Pratchett, Terry: Nation 
After a devastating tsunami destroys all that they have ever known, Mau, an island boy, and 
Daphne, an aristocratic English girl, together with a small band of refugees, set about rebuilding 
their community and all the things that are important in their lives. 
 
Reeve, Philip: Here Lies Arthur  
When her village is attacked and burned, Gwyna seeks protection from the bard Myrddin, who 
uses Gwyna in his plan to transform young Arthur into the heroic King Arthur. 
 
Shusterman, Neal: Antsy Does Time (series) 
Fourteen-year-old Anthony "Antsy" Bonano learns about life, death, and a lot more when he 
tries to help a friend with a terminal illness feel hopeful about the future. 
 
Springer, Nancy: The Case of the Peculiar Pink Fan (series) 
While fourteen-year-old Enola Holmes endeavors to save her friend Lady Cecily Alistair from an 
unwelcome arranged marriage, she meets with some assistance from her older brother, Sherlock, 
and interference by the eldest, Mycroft. 
 
Swanson, James: Chasing Lincoln’s Killer (non-fiction) 
A fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: a wild twelve-day 
chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the 
forests of Virginia. 
 
Valentine, Jenny: Me, the Missing, and the Dead 
When a series of chance events leaves him in possession of an urn with ashes, sixteen-year-old 
Londoner, Lucas Swain, becomes convinced that its occupant, Violet Park, is communicating 
with him, initiating a voyage of self-discovery that forces him to finally confront the events 
surrounding his father's sudden disappearance. 
 
Whitcomb, Laura: The Fetch 
After 350 years as a Fetch, or death escort, Calder breaks his vows and enters the body of 
Rasputin, whose spirit causes rebellion in the Land of Lost Souls while Calder struggles to 
convey Ana and Alexis, orphaned in the Russian Revolution, to Heaven. 
 


