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The Young and the Restless:

Laxers aim for State crown

By BILL MASSIE
Staff Writer

The Darien Blue
Wave Lacrosse team
is already off 10 a
good start after only
several weeks, With
the four Senior Cap-
tains Adam Demark
{defense), D.B. Aymar (midfield), Joddy
Sloan (defense), and Ken Crowley (midfield),
the team is in anticipation of another tradition-
ally strong season. Head Coach Jeff Brameier
is hoping for a better record than last year.
saying, “The four capiains and the rest of the
Seniors are all excellent players and they are
backed up by a strong Junior class and even
a few sophomores on the varsity squad. This
combination should prove strong against
some of our toughest opponents.”

Junior Steve Condon and Senior Geoff
Rogers are expected to keep the goals out of
Darien’s net as the two varsity goalies. The
Wave's first line of midfielders consists of Se-
niors Crowley and Aymar and Junior Ryan
Damon. They are backed up by the second
string midline of Tim Barrett, Jamie Kennedy.

4 This year's squad is looking for another
strong showing under the leadership of
Coach Jeff Brameter.

and Rob Kennedy. Playing attack for the
Wave will be Senior Rich Qakford; Juniors
Todd Mossa, Jell Cashman, and Kyle
Szcymancyk; and sophomore Andrew
Barnett. On defense for Darien will be Adam
Demark, Joddy Sloan, Brendan Malone, and

Junior Midfielder Ryan Damon is expected
to be @ major scoring threat for the Wave.

Mark Okrent. One of the captains, Ken
Crowley, also said that this year should be an

improvement from last year. “We've been
working hard in practice these past few weeks
getting ready for the season. [ hope this atti-
tude keeps vp for the rest of the season.” re-
marked Crowley.
Including freshmen and J.V., the boys’
lacrosse team is 78 strong which Brameier
he biggest turnout ever. However, the
team has to convert their strength in depth
quickly into the mobile, attlacking team that is
essential to dethroning top teams, especially
Wilton. A state championship title has eluded
Brameier for twelve years and he remains 0-
4 in state championship appearances; perhaps
this is the year to break the trend.

April 4

April 6

April 10
April 13
April 16
April 20
April 23
April 24
April 27
April 30

at Daniel Hand
CONARD

at Yorktown

at Brien McMahon
FAIRFIELD

at Greenwich

at Glastonbury

at St.. Joseph
WILTON
RIDGEFIFLD

400 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
+:00 p.m.

 GIRLS' TENNIS g

Girls shoot for “Two-Peat”

B8y TORY HOLDT
Staff Writer

This year’s 1996 girls' tennis team has
great.. They have - tough act to follow for
they are currently the reigning Class M State
Champions. Although they seem to have a
strong team this year, kev players such as
Katherine Rivett, Jeana Tighe, and Melissa
Fogarty will be sorely missed. Captains and
All-State selections from last year include
Lindsay Moody and Alex Weymann. They
lead a team comprised mostly of underclass-
men including Juniors Kelly Flatiey, Allison
McKittrick, and Lesley Roxe. Sophomares
and freshmen Sam Drimal, Sara Matsuzaka,
Susannah Frank, Alexia Ramos, Colleen
Cary, len Grace, and Kristen Altorfer excel in
both singles and doubles.

With the infamous Kit Reilly coaching
once again, this year's team has a lot to Jook
forward to. “We've got many hopefuls, but
some of the best include both capiains, Kelly
Flatley, Sara Matsuzaka, and freshmen Jen
Grace.”

Anr  excited-for-the-season-to-start,
sophomore Sara Matsuzaka remarked,
“We’ve got a strong linz up of both experi-
enced and inexperienced players, and hope-
fully we can come together and be as success-
ful as the girls’ teams have been in the past.”
Sara, although new to the team, knows good
things will happen if they work hard, and
work together.

Senior Co-Caprains Lindsay Moody and
Alex Weymann (above) hope 10 lead the
Wave to another successful season.

Wilton, and New Carann, they've gol a lot of
work ahead of them. They won't have much
time either because their season opens with
matches at Class LL Glastonbury on April
4th, at 4 p.m. The first home game is against

SRUHYRIY] 40 ASZLEAND O1OHA

McMahon on April
8th, ar 3:30 p.m.
Good luck, ladies;
they hope 10 see cv-
erybody there!

Coach Kit Reilly
hopes to guide the
team to another state championship.

WESTHILL
at Trumbull

at Ridgefeild
DANBURY
GREENWICH

XiSpm.
3i5pm.
315 pm.
315 pm.
315 pm.
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Golf hits
the links

By SCOTT QCODWIN

Sports Editor

With the onset of the spring season
here at DHS, we hear talk of how good
the lacrosse team will be and whether or
not the tennis team will repeat as State
Champions but there is one athletic
team that we hear little about. This
squad, led by Junior Co-Captain Rob
Carr and Senior Co-Captain Brian
Durkin is th~ DHS Golf team.

Led by Carr in the #1 slot, followed
by Durkin and Junior Trish Watkins,
the team which barely missed qualify-
ing for the States last season is looking
to break the .500 mark this season.
With the #1,2, and 3 slots nailed down,
a large group of golfers will be looking
to challenge for the #4 and 5 spots.
This group includes Seniors Adam Till
and Zack Green, Juniors Dan True and
Casey Ackerman, sophomores James
Srader and Scott Durkin, and freshmen
Jeff Jones and Brian DiMenna,

The ::am will be coached by
Middlesex Middle School teacher, Tom
O’Donnel!. who doubles as the Fresh-
man Fooidall coach. Junior Trish
Watkins bzlieves the team has 2 good

chance to rake the States, commenting,
“I'm anticipating that the team will
have a good chance to qualify for the
States and possibly finish in the top
five.” Many of the players share
Trish’s high hopes for the squad which
will begin play soon with matches at the
Country Club of Darien, Wee Burn
Country Club, and Woodway Country

+ GAMES

at Glastonbury
McMAHON

at Fairfield

at Wilton
RIDGEFIELD

at Danbury
JOEL BARLOW
CATHOLIC
STAMFORD

400 p.m.
330pm
20 pm.
3:30 pm.
330 pm.
330 p.m.
330 pan.
330 pam.
3:20 pm.

April 8

April 9

April 1]
April 22
April 24
April 25
April 29
April 30
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* GIRLS’ LACROSSE
BASEBALL
SOFTBALL
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TRACK AND FIELD

Runners aim high

By BETSY GARVIN

Wricer
Atter a whirlwind indoor sea-
son. many - ezpericnced  taces

showed up on Monday to guide
newcomers. The bovs” weam is ked
by Tr-Captans Brian Maupin,
Adam Alexander. and Kenny Poli.
The gird s team s led by Senor T
Captans Ane Cudd, Bewsy Gaevin,
and Katey Tone. This year's
coaches are Mr Rubun (boy sy and
AMr Nomisgarlst They are joiaed
by the new throwang voach Shannon
Shechan and the new distange coach
Robert Tunmons

You can expect a fot from the
rack tesns thas vear. Brian Maupin

amd Tory Holde will be leading the
way in burdies, Keany Poli and
Anne Cudd will be ouwpacing the
rest ol the distance runaers, Erin
Moore and Lauren Walsh will leave
the competition in the dust in the
short sprints, Adam Atexander and
Betsy Gaevin will be throwing the
ravelin with torce, Tripp Boyle and
Tim Beater ¢hoth new to the outdoor
wack scene) will be ougumping the
hgh jumpers. Maupin, Boyle, and
Beaker are also hoping to break
some outdoor relay records,

Brian Maupin has an optinustic
outlook on the season. “We have a
lot of fast sprinters,” he commented.
“This season will be much better
than last vear's.”
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Senior Captain Brian Maupin,

The first meet takes place after
school today. The boy s are at home
and will compete against Staples,
Stamtord, and Greenwhich. The
girls will travel to Greenwhich
where they will face the same
feams,

By ERIN STINCHFIELD
Staff Writer

The 1996 softball team is
out for revenge. Last years sea-
son came lo a disappointing end
after the girls won most of the
games in the (irst half of the sea-
son and lost every game afler
April break, They needed to
win ten games to qualify for
states, and they had to earn an
cighth place ranking in the
FCIAC to make that champion-
ship. They missed each qualifi-
cation by anly one game. “Last
year was a disappointment,”

4

CC

BOYS
Apnl 8
Aprl U
April 23
April 30

GIRLS
April 8
April 11
April 23

at St. Josepl/ Wamren Harding

STAPLES/GREENWICH/STAMFORD
at Ridgeficld/ Danbury/ Bridgeport Central/ Norwalk
BRIDGEPORT CENTRAL/ NORWALK

WARREN HARDING! ST, JOSEPH/ NEW CANAAN
at Greenwich/ Staples/ Stam(ord
at Ridgeficld/ Danbury/ Bridgepont Central/ Norwalk

3:30 p.m.

GIRLS' LAGROSSE

Shooting to recapture FCIAC crown

8y ERIN McHENNA

Statt Wrner

The Blue Wave girls” lacrosse team has much to
ook forward o in the upeoming season. While the Tady
Taners tost several key playvers (Lauren Coyne. Alea
Perim, Erin Riebe. and Kehie Donelan). there is 2 large
amount of new talent that will help carry the team o
victory. Victon is exactly what they are hoping for this
season. “We are looking towards recapturing the
FCIAC nde and continuing onto the state tournament.”
remarked third-year coach Lisa Lindley. Expecting a
ason tfrom the eam, she is looking 1o €enior
Captans Mandy Buening. Liz Lane. and Sarah Newton
to pull the team forward. The captains have an optimis-
neand positine outleok i regards to the upconnng sea-
~ons UWe are fooking o go as far s possible this year.
We have a lot of talent and ability that s needed to pull
this sear’ s tleam ogether.” commented Buening,

Durien’s defense s exceptionally strong. Return-
iz players Buening. Newton. Laura Jones (Senior),
Jen Bosich tophay. and Marisa Saur (Junior) are sure to
be key assets to the team. Leading the attack will be Liz

strony

Lane, Chrastie Clarke (Junior), and Limily Stevens (Jun-

wr). Midficld will rely heavily on Courtney Calabrese

exf

April 4
April 8
April 9
April 11
April 22
April 24
Aniil 25
Apnil 29
April 30

Uumory, Lz Merritt Juniory, and Kinsey Osberg
Gopho., The offense lost many players o graduation,
As aresuil, the offensive playe
rienced. Freshman newcomers Sarah Lane, Anne

are still young and in-

Harvey, Jeanie Crawiey, and Katie Simpson are ex-
pected to contribuie strong skills to the lincup.

After winning their lirst scrimmage, the team is off
to a goud start. The scason vpener is today, April 4, at
home against Daniel Hand.

_UPCOMING GAMES

4.00 p.m.

at Glastenbury

MCMAHON 3:30 p.m.
at Fairficld 330 pam.
al Wilton 3:30 p.m.
RIDGEFIELD 330 p.m.
at Danbury 3:30 p.m.
JOEL BARLOW 3:30 p.m.
CATHOLIC 330 pm.
STAMFORD 3:30 p.m.

. BOYS TENNIS

Boys prepare to “bust it up”

By SCOTT GOODWIN

Sperts Edior

As spring returns 1o DHS. sa
does the Class M State Champion
Bovs” Tenus Team. Wath pearly all
1~ key players returning. the squad
i~ sure shat o be in the runming tor
athird consecutve state title. Piek-
g up the skack for former #1 player
Stafford Peskinsy will be Sentor
Captain Colin Greenspon and fresh-
man Junathan Powell Also keytng
the singles attack will be senior
Captains jack Bowden and Mike
Lawton, along with treshman David
Baucr. Juntor Jay Grambling will
add great depth 1o the singles quin-
tet and has nroved 1o be a lenacious
competitor, although sometimes let-
ting his iemper get the better of him.
Sophomores Zeke Hawkins and
Spencer “Showtime” Anderson will
lead the doubles attack, hoping 1o
fill the void left by the All-State,

All-FCIAC team of Kyle Raver and
Jason Fritsch. Vying for the #2
duubles spot will be the duo of Se-
niors Mike Malone and Jamme Lin-
den, aleng with o newconmer team,
comprised of sophomore Tomn

DiMenna and  freshman Greg
Grambling.
Sixth-year  coach,  Steve

2 Connelt returns 0 ginde his tal-
ented bunch toward the state title
once again. Confident abeut the
season, he says that “Things have
never looked better. I all goes well,

we have a chance at winning
FCIACS™ (The FCIAC division s
infamonsly competitive, including
perennii puwerhouses Greenwich
and New Canaan.) Captain Colin
Greenspon wis also optimistic lor
the approaching season; when
asked, he promply removed his ten-
nis sweater 1o reveat a sleeveless -
Lhirt and stated, "We gonna bust it
all up!™ The team is pumped for
their upening match, against Class
LL powerhouse Glastonbury, today
after school.

at Glastonbury )

April 4

April § at Brien McMahon
April 9 FAIRFEILD

April 11 WILTON

April 22 at Ridgeficld
April 24 DANBURY

April 25 al Joel Barlow
April 29 at Trinity Catholic
April 30 al Stamford

ptian Kara
Norman, “but our depth and
ability is looking
promising for the
upcoming sea-

son.” There will
be eight return- April 9
ing Varsity play- April 10
ers, including April 12
one senior, four April 15
* juniors, and three April 17
sophomores. Apr!ll‘:
These eight play- 't"'?: 3;
ers will provide :,\E‘:“ 2%
the experience April 20
that the team has

e T
Girls looking for
revenge on the diamond

UPCOMING GAMES

other hole that has haunted
Couach LaRusso in the past.
“I'm looking for improvement,
last years season did not turn out
how we would have liked. My
goul is improvement w.h cach
game,” she commented. Co-
captian Kristi Yaeger will lead
an inflicld of Vancssa Fieldal,
Kristen Gomes, and Maggic An-
gers. Toni Ann Conetta, Kara
Norman, and Abia Clarke will
make up the outficld. The most
impressive statistic so far this
year is the nineteen [reshmen
that came out for the wcam. This
gives Coach LaRusso, and
tant coaches Mark Martini ond
Trish Valentine a lot of depth to

at Weston 345 pam.
at Trinity Catholic 345 pm
ST. JOSEPH

3:45 p.m.
at Wilton :
CENTRAL
TRUMBULL
at Greenwict:
at Westhill
BASSICK
at Staples

lacked in the
past. Sophomores Kristi Judge
and Meredith Miceli will fill an-

e

. BASEBALL

work with,

Boys swing for the fences

By SCOTT GOODWIN

Sporis bditor

As winter finally turns to
spring, there is a new sound that is
echoing through the athletic fields
of DHS, not even close to the soft
patter of snowflakes. Tt is the sharp
“PANG" of aluminum hitting raw-
hide; pat hitting ball. The ercator of
the saund, the DHS Baseball team,
are a group of highly talented ath-
letes looking to finally remove the
word “potential” from their vocabu-
fary.

Led by Senior Captain Chris
Pepe and Junior Captain Mike
Scalt, the Wave is loaking forward
to 4 marked improvement over last
yeai's dismal results. Pepe will
handle the pitchers from behind the
plate while Scott will primarily con-
trol the outfield from centertield
wlong with making periodic appear-
ances on the mound. Anchoring the
pitlching staff will be Seniors lain
MeNicoll, Paul Ryback, Brendan
Synoti, Raja Kassis, and Bryan
Fern, along with Juniors Scott and
Jahn Miceli. The X-fac-
1or with the pitching stalf
is {lamethrowing Junior

Mat Geery who hopes to
overcome a shoulder in- Apal 4 at New Cannan
jury which hampered him Apail 6 STAMFORD
. 4 - AL Aprit 8 at Port Chester
much of last season. / Apsil 10 CATHOLIC
the p!ulc. ll.m Wave \Yxll Aprl 12 a St Joseph
look for major production April 15 WILTON
from Scou, McNicoll, April 17 2 Contral
Junior Brian Vaientine, April 19 o Trambull
and Miceli, with Fern April 22 CGRENWICH
adiling an  occasional April 24 WESTHILL 3dSpa
hamer or two to the mix. April 26 at Bassick L5 gl
On the basepaths,:Scott: April 287 - STAPLES Hdfpm.

Pepe. and sophomore Carter Sainz
are all speedsters who can ratile op-
posing pitchers.

Second-year head coach. Pele
Waters, will be the man irying to
mold this talent-laden group inte a
winner. If the tcam comes together
and responds to his wielage. DHS
may be looking at 2 winning base-
ball team for the first time in several
years. When asked aboul his expec-
tations for the season, Co-Captain
Mike Scott responded. "I am very
optimistic about the season. We¢
have many returning players witha
lot of varsity expericnce and talent.
We should be able to win a lot of
games this year.”  Senior lain
McNicoll, who led the team in hit-
ting last year, also has high hopes
for this season, stating, "We have a
team with a lot of potential, poten-
tial which necds to he fulfilled in
order for us to win,”  Obviously, it

can be expected that the Wave will
fare much better than last year; how
much better, only the hops and skips
ol the most unpredictable stitched
rawhide can tell.




