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Scuior fultback Dan Kaugh las
carvied the load for the Blue Ware
this seavon and sequuuecdbe getiing

stronger cvery week as the Wave

prepares for ity plavoff gun.
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SHUTOUT SERIES PROPELLS WAVE
FOOTBALL TO FCIAC CHAMPIONSHIP

Fairfield, Central, and Ridgefield roll in the Wave's destructive path

S By Scott Goodwin

Sports Editor

Roll tide rolt! The Darien Blue
Wave has risen to a crest just as its
regular season has drawn to a close.
With decisive victories over
Fairfield (28-0), Bridgeport Central
(47-0), and Ridgefield (40-0) coach
Mike Sangster’s squad is riding a
five game shutout streak as it pre-
pares for its toughest games of the
season in the upcoming FCIAC
Championship game against Staples
(Westport), the Turkey
Bowl against arch-rival
New Canaan, and another
run through the Class §
State playoffs.

Leading the Blue
Wave offcasive attack have

DARIEN
RIDGEFIELD O

the whole season.

The Darien defense has been
just as impressive, if not more so,
than the offense. Led hy 2 cast of
thousands including seniors Justin
Finnegan, Jason Allen, and Shawn
Rycenga along with Barnett, Kough,
Knechtel, Reed, Pintauro, and
Davidson, the defense has not al-
lowed a point in the Wave’s last five
games. A miraculous feat consider-
ing that the junior varsity team has
played most of the fourth quarters in
all of the games during the streak,

40

lenge Ia its upcoming FCIAC Chum-
plonship game maich-up against un-
defontcd Staples (10-0),  This
Wrecker squad is led by highly touted
senlor quarterback Mac DeVito and
senior wide recefver Doug Vroman
who have hoaked up for thirteen
touchdown passcs on the aeason,
Staples will definitely provide a big
test for the Wave which hopes to put
an end o the Wreckers undefeated
campaign,

Following the FCIAC game will
be the much anticipated Thanksgiv-
ing Day Turkey Bowl
match-up against arch-ri-
val New Canaan (7-2).
The Rums nearly qualified
for the FCIAC game but
lost & heurt breaker lo
Staple:s in the final seconds

been seaior fullback Dan
Kough and senior tailbacks Chris
Pintauro and Jamie Gabriel on the
ground, along with senior quarter-
back Tom DiMenna and senior re-
ceivers Tom Knechtel, Justin Reed,
and Andrew Bamett coupled with
junior receiver Andrew Davidson,
through the air. Kough has scored a
tcam high thirnteen touchdowns while
gaining cver one hundred yards in
many of the Blue Wave’s regular sea-
son contests. DiMenna and Knechte]

The key to the Wave’s defensive
success has been its ability to func-
tion as a unit. The team tackles ex-
tremely well as a whole and is solid
at nearly every defensive position,
Overill, this Blue Wave team may
be better defensively tiian the State
Champion squad of a year ago be-
cause of the amazing cobesivencss
the players display while on the
field. “We’ve got a great team on
defense thats works really well to-
gether. We work hard, and we suc-

have formed an extremely formidable

combination through the air and have  ©°°¢ 35 @ group,” said Pintauro of the
helped Darien its opp wall the Wave has raised
326-83 on the season. One amazing over its last five games.

fact about the offense, which speaks
volumes about the line, is that
DiMenna has not been sacked once

The Wave, which has had it
rather easy for the past five weeks,
should face much more of a chal-

of their last regular season
game. This game, which is always a
war, was won Jast year by the Blue
Wave 21-20 on a missed extra point
by the New Canaan kicker, This
year, tho Rums feature a strong run-
ning game including tailbacks Zach
Volet, Brant Gresham, and Cario
Luciano along with fullback Bob
Palladina. Look for the Turkey Bowl
1o be a battle fought down in the
trenches along the offensive and de-
fensive lines,

Of the upcoming match-ups,
DiMenna commented, ' Staples and
New Canasn ahould definitely He a

hall defensively aur
last five games have been so easy.
On offense, I think we should be
able to put up some points if we

Senior wide receiver Tom Knechtel hauls in a pass in the Wave's upset

BIML NIV FHLANVAILE IV AR OLOWE

victory over Trumbull earlier this year.

mix it up and do what we have to
do.”
The Blue Wave heads into

these two key contests with a head
of stearn and a team that has never
played better together.

come!

98 BLUE WAVE VIDEO

YEARBOOK

- We need a minimumm order of 100 video aales
by December 19th,
- So don’t wait!!!
e We accept cash, check Payable to Darien
High School, or Major credit card.
e Parents... remember these videos make great
graduation presents.
J.ook for a preview coming soon.

Order today!!!

e Do you want to remember the time you have
spent this past year at Darien High School?

- How about purchasing a 98 Video Yearbook
for only $35.00 plus $3.00 shipping and
handling, and have a keepsake foxr ycars to
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Danbury denies girls soccer state berth

'—‘flpmx::n“:‘;cw The Wave s osing seniors Waish,
Osberg, Ali Linden, Susannab Frank,

The girls* soccer team finished the ~ Christy Huntley, and Kerry Lyden ta

season with a devastating 140 lossto  graduation this spring, and so will be

Danbury. This loss crushed the team’s looking to next your's senlors for lead-

hopes of making the State competition  ership. As of now, there will bo 11 se-

for the first time in team history. nior players on the team next fall, “J
Danbury soored tho only goal of  think they’ll be looking to Kimmy

the game within the first minute, “We  Flatley, Katie Simpson, and H-H [Katio

tetin a really [oad] goal,” said senior co- Harrington-Howes) for leadership,”

captain Kinsey

Osberg. “We

were jittery,”

commented DARIEN

senior co-cap-

tain Lauren

un L | DANBURY

Danbury

scored the only goal of the game  Walsh commented, Osberg thought

within the first minute. meywmﬂdnlsobebok.:gwllwuppep
The team was not disapp d - pecially Jeannle Crawley,

with its performance on the ﬁeld, how-  Simpson, Heathcr Smith, and Kate
ever. “We fought every minute after  Sorgi.

that [lhe Danbuty goal]. Lee [Brown, Many members of the team gar-

coach] said that if we had started the  nered All-FCTAC Honors, Sorgi, Hunt-

season with that game we would have
done much better,” said Walsh. Fac-
ing Danbury’s All-state goalie was
also hard for the team. The Wave
had 11 shots on goal in the second
half, none of which found the net.
Many supporters cheered on the
Wave that afternoon, and they saw
one of the best games the team has
ever played.

Losing such an important game
was especially hard on the seniors. “
cried alot, We would have likea o win,
but we will always remember our last
game as our best fight,” Walsh said.
Many of the seniors never thought this
was the way their season would end. “It
was weird because I've been playing for
solong. Inever thought it would be my
last game. I really thought we’d win,”
stated Osberg.

ley, and Flat'ey received All FCIAC
Honorable Mention, while Kristin
Altorfer and Osberg were placed on the
All FCTAC Second Team,

The team hopes lo make States
next year. This will probably be the
team's main goal as it was this year,
“We beosted the confidence of our
team,” said Walsh. “Lee also wants lo
make a summer soccer league lo get
the team going sooner because it took
us a while fto get going). We lost our
first four games.”

This year the team had many key
players. “Christy Huntley was a key
player. She always scored when it
counted, not when we were ahead by
six or seven goals. Also, All Linden
and Kate Sorgi played well. Aliused
her speed and agility well, They were
both tough in the back, We depended

FIELDHOCKEY

Allison Bisset moves upfield in Darien's 8-0 thrashing of Stamford.

aloton Krlstin Altorfer, She has the
maves and the ability to seore,” said
Walsh, Osberg also saw Sorgi as a
really good player, “Kate Sorgi was a
really steady player and she was e~
ally consistent. Kalie Simpson was
also good on defense.”

“I’'m surprised how good wo
looked at the end of the scason. We
stepped up against harder leams, We
went inlo games thinking that we'd
win, not that we’d lose, Our strate-
gies were different than Fletcher's,

our couch from last year. Instead of
just getting the ball forward, we
worked on using the width more,”
‘Walsh remarked. Osberg aiso noted
some key differences in the team’s
skills, “We were a totally different
team at the end of the season than we
were at the first game. We were re-
ally good at pushing up to pressure
the offense {of the other team]. That
wass & big problem.”

Seniors will fuel this team next
year, and they hope once again to
make a run for Sates.

Baigert emphasizes defense for wins

HBy Jon Dunn
Qpinion Editor

Two rainbows contrasted against
the dark, ominous clouds on Tuesday,
November 4. The Field Hockey
team, ranked eighih in its league, was
battling Enfield High School, ranked
seventh, at the State Class M Toumna-
ment. Unfortunately, the Blue Wave
struggled during the game, causing
them to lose 0-2. “Our timing was
off. Our game couldn’t quite click. It
was a hard way to end the season —
you win you go on, you lose you
don’t,” said assistant coach Suzanne
Falcone.

Enficld scorcid first in less than ive
minutes from the start of the game, Af-
ter a brief delay due to lightning, the
squad attempted to regain their con:po-
sure, “We were hoping it would give us
a fresh start, but we just didn’t come to-
gether,” said Falcone, Asthe g

their defeat. “We didn't leg down, but
we didn’t communicate very well,” said
Drimal. Falcone added that “we could
get our defense into place, but our lack
of transitions and communication be-
tween the defensa and Lh> offense con-
tributed to the loss, We could get the ball
up there [near the goat], but we couldn’t
reach the goal.”

‘The field hockey team s record for
this season was 10-7, “Locking back on
the season, we kept improving. We had
young playets who kept gaining more
experience. It was a slow start, but we
kept playing better each game, We kept
working together,” said Drimal, Afler
losing many key players o grduation,
the team was able to recover well, *We
‘had # young team, but we ook forward
to many returning players, Next year
these players will have more exporl-
ence,” said Falcone,

Coach Pam Baigert’s aliempls 1o

tinued, the DHS girls covld not rally to
overcome their opponent. “We coulda’t
get the job done. Enficld capitalized on
that. Our frustration showed,” said
Falcone. Senior co-capitan Sam Drimal
said, “This was not one of our better
games, They came out stronger in the
first half — that killed us. As a whole
we didn’t play a5 good a game as we
should have. Enfield was a beatable
team.”

‘The Blue Wave lacked communi-
cation between the defensé and the of-
fonse on the field, which paitly led to

p the team’s perfs
through strengthening the Je-
fense were successful, ““The de-
fense system tumed out really
well,” she explained. “ltchanged
our game around. A« fint it was
hard adjusting, but after a few
ames it worked out well. The

Shn ls mentally lough and knows what
$o work on, Ashlcy alwiys wanis o got
better,” sald Falcone,

ENFIELD

Lindsay Caruso helped power the Wave lo post-scason success

had seven assists. Sophomore
Chrissy Nevins-Herbert was also a
prominent player. “She makes
things happen, she
feeds the ball well to
the comners,” said As-

sistant Coach
Falcone.
“We had a fan-

tastic season! Not

defense was an effective polntof
our team. The defenan was very dmng
in the cormers.” Goalie Ashley Charron
also contributed to the powerful de-
fense. Qut of 124 attempted goals (in 17,

games), Charron_bhad_ 108 saves..

“Ashley is an incredibly hard worker,

The offense_was also very
sirong. Sophomore Lesley Walsh
was the lead seorer, with eleven goals
and two assists, She was followed by

_ junior Abby Tracy with seven goals

and three asalsts. Senior Exin Moore

only did we have a
good record, but our team work
Iimproved Incredibly from last sea-
son. All the players were effective
and gave 100% effort to each
game,” sald Drimal..

SN < COUNTRY . P
Injury
plagues lady

striders

BBy Audrey Droesch
Editorial Associate

The Girls’ Cross-Coun-
try team, or what was left of it
by the end of the scason,
made strides at the Class M
State Championships at
Wickham Park on Saturday,
October 25. Braving a driv-
ing rain, the small but devoted
band of girls relentlessly car-
ried on with the same spint
that they had been demon-

‘ strating all season to achieve

~an eighth place finish, an im- '

“'provement over last year’s

tenth place showing. ’

What could have given
the nucleus of this team, so
riddled with injury and heart-
break, the stamina to beat all

«the odds and carry on? The

answer lies quite possibly in
the two members for whom
the race would be a grand fi-
nale to many long years of
cross-couniry running.” Se-
nior co-captains Vanessa
Fjelldal and Nina Hendérson
knew that the Class M meet
would be the last of theil

... reers; thus, they strove to end

on a victorious note, both im-
proving their simes from last-
~-yéar’s Class M meet and plac-

- ing 38 (19:07) and 42 (29:47) =
respectively. Said Fjclldal;
“Thé mud made it harder than <.

" ever before, but we knew that

:*Senior Jen Bosich shined in

" 'her final season for Darien

. we had to finish well for the

- team and for Norrie.” Coach
Norris, who has been coach-
ing sofmie team members such .

- as Fjelldal as long as five
years, remnrked that “All the

_ rough ‘weather, bad condi- )
uons ‘Iam very proud of how
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BOYS SOCCER

State dreams crushed in second round for soccer

WBy Jefl Watson
Staff Writer

‘The Boys® soccer team didn't
win every game this year; they didn’t
win a State title or even make it to the

pionship game, but ding to
Senior Captain Carter Sainz “This
season went really well, everyone
worked hard and we worked well as
ateam.”

The final game of the sea-
son brought on Staples a team which
found themselves in the exact same
position as Darien. If the game re-
sulted in a tie, both teams would be in
the State Tournament; if ei-
ther team lost, their scason
would be over. Neither team
was willing to back down,
and playing for a tie was out
of the question. The Wave
was nervous going into the

“eed Ellington in the first round, Both
teams came into the game expecting
a war and the weather added to this
battle feeling, as torrential kniny
turned the field into as battloground
of mud. During the first half, bath
teams fought each other and the sle-
ments trying to grab the carly load,
The Wave's play was streaky at bost,
‘but Ellington was not much better as
both teams entered halftime dead-
locked at 0-0. The Wave came out
ready in the second half crashing on

Ahat poimt Darien had time for at loast
one more attack and attack is what
they did, The midfleld pushed the ball
up the ficld nnd soon Ryan Parker
found himself in the middle of an-
other scoring chence, This time he
sent the ball in the air to Sean Deviin,
who headed the ball into the back of
the niet to give the Wave the victory in
the flnal seconds of avertime.

After their first round upsel, the
Wave found themselves going up
aguinst second seeded North

Ellington and d ing much of
the play. Despite this domination,
Eliingtou was able to launch a quick

N. BRANFORD

Branford. Branford had lost only
o before, and the Wave hoped that
they could add a second losa to their
record, From the opening
whistle the Wave showed
North Branford that they
would not go down easy.
They launched several as-
saults on the Thunderbirds
net that neatly resulted in

game but they certainly
weren’t nervous afterward,
as they dominated the Wreckers and
left the field victorious 1-0. Sean
Devlin tallied the lone goal with
15:35 remaining and again Darien’s
defense stood strong, finishing the
season with a shutout. This victory
sent the Wreckers home early for the
first time in 38 years, and that
couldn’t have made the Wave any
happier. “This game was one of the
‘best we've had all yeart we really
dominated them” was what Carter
Sainz had to say about this victory.
Momentum was on the Blue
Wave’s side and they were ready for
the best teams in Class M. The eigh-
teenth-seeded Wave drew fifteenth

counterattack and they opened up the
scoring with a goal coming in the last
fifteen minutes. The Wave had not
been sunk yet though. They contin-
ued to battle valiantly, putting pres-
sure on the Ellington keeper, ‘The
Blue Wave’s fighting spirit finally
showed through as Ryan Parker beat
the Ellington keeper with a shot from
a very difficult angle. At the end of
regulation the score was 1-1, The
game went into sudden-death over-
time and soon both teams were back
on the field slugging it out once
again. The teams pressured cach
other’s net in overtime yet the score
remained 1-1 in the last minute, At

goals. At halftime the
score remained 0-0. The
second half was more of the same, as
both teams found themselves stale-
mated, North Branford could not be
contained though; they finally
punched home the game winner with
aboul ten minutes remaining, The
Blue Wave left the fiold for the finat
time after this game, but all was not a
loss "This was probably our best
game, we really played well” said
goalie Jay Maupin.

As this scason comes o a close
great deal of hope can be placed on
next season, Despite losing the lead-
ership of seniors Charlie Chacos,
Carter Sainz, Scoit Goodwin, and
Babby Daly, the Wave will return

James licaler celebrates Darien’s State playoff' victory over Ellington

nine starters, including Al-FCIAC
performers James Bealer and Jay
Maupin, The Wave can also look for-
ward to strong play from Leigh Par-
sons, Ryan Parker, Jeff Jones,

MMIO0E NVOr AR OLONI

Leonard Linaet, Sean Devlin,
Carlos Penny, Brian Clark, and Jeff
‘Watson. Greg Visi, Coulter Lewis,
Nick Rohs and Mike Meurer vill also
look to play a big role next year.. .

LLA’S DELI
ZERIA

For all your eating and catering needs!

Vavala’s Deli and Pizzeria
156 Heights Road
655-4370

Proud supporter of the Darien Blue Wave!




Elizabeth McIntyre makes waves at
international synchro competition

By Noreen Gillespie
Editor-In-Chief
Synchronicity is something that is key to
suceess in Elizabeth N sy fober, was ch

SPORTS EXTRA

“The routine, performed 1o a Russian theme
accompanied by music from The Huunt for Rod Oc-
phed by the girls by first

life, from the naturs of her sport to having to
be in three places at the same time.

And short of dividing herself into mut-
tiple pieces, McIntyre has come pretty close to
being just about everywhere at all times this
fall, juggling a varsity sport, and, in her spare
time, training for an international synchro-
nized swimming competition, The Slovakia
Nationat Ch ionship, held N 10-
17 in Slovakia.

The competition, comparable to the US
Open, will include twelve international teams
including the best of the national teams from
Russia, Sweden, and Egypt, among othets.
Mclntyre, who competes with the New
Canaan Aquianas, will travel as the United
States representative with her team and at-
tempt to claim the championship.

“We’ve done a lot of preparation,” said
Mclntyre, whose usual schedule involves
practice daily until at least 7:15p.m., including
welght work, water work, and wnh the ap-

mental . Sara
and l\an:n Josephson, 1992 Olympic Gold Med-
alists, bave been training the squad for the mental
challenge of internationa! competition. “We've
trained for this competition as if it were the Olym-
pics,” said Mclntyre, Meclntyre cites the two, who
bave also trained the 1996 Glympic Gold Medal-
ists, as “Great. They have basically made us feel
like we’ve already had the swim of our lives.
‘We've been ready to swim this meet for weeks
now, we know zxactly what to expect when we
swim.”

Tae Josephson sisters bave instilled in the girls
just how important synchronicity is, even down o
their mental attitudes, “Before cach performance,
we all hold hands and take a breath together so that
we'resynchronized even in that respect,” Mclntyre
said, “Everything, even down to our hand move-
ments and facial expressions, has to be identical.
It’s important that we are totally in sync.”

choosing the music, then the eleinents, “When we
choose a plec.. of musie for a swim, we'll play the
music, then just go out and try different things in

the water, You have to see yourselfswnmmmg o
music, otherwise it won't work,” Mclntyre ex-
plains. Both the music selection and the choreo-
graphing are a team effort, mixed with a little act-
ing for a dramatic effect during the performance.
While the grueling menlal and physical se-
gime for synchro has consumed much of
Mclntyre’ sthne.shehasnlsomnagedlobmnn
astrong force on the varsity and diving

coaches sat us down and sald, 'If you want fo goto
Slovakla, you can’t speed swim,” which a lot of us
had a problem with, W have two freshmen from
New Canaan High School on the team, and we
argucd that cspecially as a freshman, you need
something to help you fit in at school.”

S

teawnale.sfmm theNcw CanaanAquwws.
After
allowed the girls to compete in both sports, bui
under the condition that synchro cams first. This re-
quirement came to a painful realization for
Mclatyre when she was forced to pull out from
Class S State Champlonships, after qualifying in
dual events, in favor of training for Slovakia.
“I've tried to balance the two the best that

team, a heated conflict with Mclntyre's coaches in
New Canaan, “It's really hard,” said Mclntyre,
“When we staried training for this ition, our

can,” said Mcl who finished her speed swim-
ming season with a lifetime best pecformance in
the 200 freestyle at FCIAC finals, “I’ve prob-

: ——
i Crew earns respect
with solid finish

By Craig Currier

. The boys'

Staff Writer
The boys’ and glrls' crew

teams both completed strong sea-
sons in the mounth of October, it
‘was a really good season,” said jun-
ior rower Christine Maddox, “Wo
finished well in all of our ruces.”
The girls’ team started out the
. month of October with a third place
.2 finish at the Head of the Norwalk

" regatta on October 4. A woek later
_“at the Head of the Schuyikill they

. finished 14, The next day they (in-
ished 12 at the Head of the Con-
necticut,
On October 19, the toam trav~
eled to the St, Charies River to face
up against some of the strongest
competition in the country, They .
finished in last place, but it was still
1 respectable showing for the only
public high schaol in the race. Craw
is one of the few teams at Darien :

Schuylkill,

uaments,”,

their season with top place finishes,
“We were a lot more competitive
this year than last ycar,” said sopha-
more crew member Malt Drewes,
The bays’ tcam started out the
moath with the Head of the Con-
necticut on October 12 where they
placed 14, Tho noxt weekend thoy
ware at tho Head of the St, Charles,
which, just like the girls’ raco, in-
cluded some of the tougheat compe-
tltion in the natlon, The boys’ team
placed 27 out of 33 boats at the
Head of the St, Charloes, And to fin-
ish the season, on October 25, the
boys finished 10 at the Head of the

Although team members were
pleased with their performance this
season as Maddox said, “It Is hard
not being in FCIAC and State Tour-

ably i synchro a little more, but [ know

NEIRAD / PAGES -

that this s 2 once in a lifetime opportunity, and I
have to take it.”

“With the time management that I have to
have to balance them, sy  ro has made me
grow upa lmle rnore, saiu Mclntyre. Since
in the sixth
grade, she has been balancmg school, synchro,
and social commitments, and between the three,
has managed to chalk up an impressive resume.
Over the past five years Mclntyre and her team
have acquired several Junior National and Na-
tional Age Group finalist rankings, and most re-
cently, a third place Age Group national finish,
qualifying the squad to compete in Slovakia.
Mclntyre was also elected as the regional rep-
resentative for the United States Swimming
National Aquatic Convention held in Califomia
this past October.

These achievements, however, have not

come without sacrifice. For Mcintyre, social
aspects that revolve around school are few and
far between . “My teammates are my best
friends,” she said. “We are so united as a
team—there's no other team that {'ve been on
that has that feeling. Our coaches get annoyed
with us because we talk so much about what
goes on at school that we’re not focused on the
water. Tdon’t get to hang out with people from
school, but it’s okay because the people on my
team understand me in ways that everyone else
doesn’t,” she said. “In sixth grade, I went to all
the parties and was in the “cool group.” But
after awhile, when everyone began to realize
that every time theyd call to invite me some-
where, I couldn’t go, they stopped calling,” she
reflects. “It’s hard to be able to balance school
stuff when I'm in the water so much.”

Qutside of her competition, Mcintyre also
coaches the sport in the summer at Tokencke,
where she first discovered her love for the sport
atthe age of ten. “[Coaching] is so rewarding,”
she says. “It’s great that these kids are starting
so young, It’s easier when you are younger to
do a spoit that everyone else isn’t doing. But
it’s a great experience.”

‘Tha crew team speads the winter
in the weight room prepasing for an-
. other successful apring. “We'll work

- hard and hope (o come back even

mﬂmclondwlx

stronger next season,” stated Drowes,
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For Darien volleyball dynasty,
no streak means less pressure

By Tracy Smith

Feature Editor

One of the state's great winning streaks
came 10 a close when the Bunnell Bulldogs
defeated the Darien Blue Wave in a close 3-2
match.

The loss marks the end of a five year
streak that started in 1992 after Guilford beat
the Wave in a crushing 3-0 match in the sec-
ond round of the staie championships.

“It was a disappointment. There were a

“The school has not
seen us after a loss,
and we wanted to
make sure they knew
that we were just like
any other team. We
silii have Blue Wave
Pride.”

Lana Bodach

lot of tears shed, but it is something we can
leam from and just take something from it,”
said senior Lana Bodach.

“I was kind of surprised that we lost
beacuse we were trying so hard, ” said sopho-
more Sarah Orr, “B.t 1o Jose two games and
come back to win the second two is ing.”

the end, Likewise at Stamford, Duarisn
dropped two games. But Bunnoli, close in the
past two Stato tournamenls, was too tough and
mannped tn e what no toam in 121 games
could do: win,

“We huve to give them a lot of credit
beacuse they played an awesame game,” said
Or, and she is right, Buaneil’s Sarah
Kattinger, known throughout the stato as one
of the best senjor volloyball players, over-
whelmed the Wave with 36 kills and 26 digs.
She ndded 1o her total of o 1,542 kills in the
four yoars on the Bulldog toam. Sho and
Bunnell took advantage of the oppartunities
Darien gave them,

Even though Bunnell was strong, the
Wave with shurper play could have won, The
team made unchracteristic mistakes, Daricn
couldn’t put the ball away, Long rafties re-
sulted in many Bunnell points, The Wave
Was alsa caught in some miscommunications,
Four times the ball dropped in the middle of
the court as the girls watched for the other to
make & play,

Did the streak hurt the team's play? It cer-
tainly put pressuro on the players and could
have mude for same tight nerves, but “Coach
LaRusso prepared us for everything,” O com-
mented. No one blamed the loss on the streak, In
fact, some may be glad the streak is no longer a
focus. “We don’t have to worry about having the
media completely focusing of us, They won't be
expecting us to be periect,” said Orr,

Sweet revenge for the Bulldogs? The past
Wo years Darien has beaien Bunnell in the state

Early in the season Darien atmost lost to
a tough St. Joe’s team, losing the first two
games but managing to go pull out a win in

finals in d backs. But this year it was
nottobe. Even though overjoyed with what they
had done, Bunnell coach Dave Jockle praised
Darien’s program in all the Jocal papers, “They are

what we want 10 be, eventhough we beat them.
They are still the model program for the rest of the
slate,”

Monday, just two days after the loss, could
have beena day of self. ity and fingerpointing. But
says Bodach of herteam's character, “We wore our
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inger (23) killed the Blue Wave’s streak, posting a career high 36 kills
against the Wave. Kattinger is considered 1o be

the best player in the state.

Jackets to school to show that even in a loss
we could hold our heads up high. The school
has not seen us after a loss, and we wanted to
make sure they knew that we were just Yike
any other team. We still have Blue Wave
Pride.”

SWIMMING AND DIVING

Class S runner-up a team effort from swimmers and divers

Mattison shatters school, FCIAC, state, and Op

MBy Noreen Gillespie
Editor-In-Chief

Coach Jeff Allen and the swim-
ming and diving team sat down be-
fore Class § Championships and de-
Cided that something was missing.

1t was something that had been
present in the years before, pethaps
unknown to a relatively young

everyone for coming together like
that, especially since we arc a rela-
tively young teum.”

Although four-time Class S
Champion Wilton took off with the
meet from the starting relay, the
Blue Wave squad made them work
for it. The Wave clocked several
season and lifetime best times in a
number of events from start to fin-

squad; ing that was imp
tive to swimming fest and ufti-
mately, something that would de-
cide the outcome of the Class S
Swimming and Diving Champion-
ship.

“No ane coule? put their finger
on it, but they knew something was
wrong,” said Allen,

But come Wednesday's finals,
it was a different picture.

Fifteen swimmers, decked in
blue and white face paint and tout-
ing a blaring radio behind them, the
team made quite an entrance at
Watertown High School, letting cv-
eryone know that Darien High
School had arrived—and was ready
to swim. They had found the miss-
ing piece—cxcitement.

“Somehow, somewhere, some-
place, the team came together with a
focus,” said Allen. “We put on
quite a show. I was very proud of

ish, ing that Allen attributes
to support. “We really had nothing
on the line,” he sald, “Wa placed o
solid second. But overyons was in-
volved in every event—it's magi-
cal thing when you hayo 29 girls
standing behind a swimmer on the
block. That made a differcnco.”
Star-studded performances
came from Lauren Dudley, who
swam the 200 freostylo in 1:57.2)
for a second place finlsh, then con-
tinued with the 500 froestyle in
5:23.48, third place. Both awims
were All-State finishes for Dudley,
Tri-Captain Katie Hawes also
showed bow it was done with a third
place 100 freestylo (56.08), chalk-
ing up another All-State bid for the
Wave. Her sister Maggio Hawes
also had an All-Stato swim for
Darien, with a third plava finish in
the 100 backstroke (1:03, 12).
Kelly Deario turned in solid

performances for Darien us weltl,
with a lifetime best in both the 100
4nd 50 freestyles, Whitney Hooper
scored points with seasonal bests in
the 200 freestyle and 100 butterfly;
Katherine Thelin turned in bests in
the 50 frevstyle and 100 buttestly;
and Lyn Marie Cocchairo and
Danietle Claibourne rounded out the
final heat In the 100 breastroke with
respective fifth and sixth places,
Chrlstine Rongou placed sixth in the
100 backstroke, and had & sotid fin-
ish in the 200 individual medley,

All thres rolay teams posted
Improved times at Wednesday's fi-
nals, The 200 medley of Hawes,
Thelln, Cocehalro, and Dearie fin~
ished in third, (1:56.51); the 200
froestyle rolay of Tholln, Dudley,
K.Hawes and Hoopor was also third
(1:42.89); and the 400 relay of
Dearle, K.Hawes, Dudley, and
Hooper was third in 3:44.40,

“The success of the season can
feally be measured by these relays,”
said Allan, “In our 400 relay, we
started at 3:59, To come down that
much In ono scason is awesome,”

Wednesday’s momentum car-
ried into Saturday’s state Opens,
where swims from Hooper, Dudley,
K.Hawes, M. Hawes, and the relay
fcams all posted soason besis for the

en record in a brilliant championship run

second time that week. Dudley’s
200 freestyle (1:55.27) broke her
own school record and was a life-
time best. “That was the result of a
year of frusteation and another year
of lolal committment from her,” said
Allen, It was incredible.”

Yet the ¢piphany of the meet
perthaps came that evening, after ali
the swims had concluded, with the
diving competition. Surmounting
three yeurs of defeat and frustration
ul this competition, Katherine
Mattison not only took the State
Open Championship, bu? shattered
the previous Open record and de-
feated rival Liz Ackerman of Staples
In the process,

Mattison’s victory marks the
last bridga in her high school career,
#a she has set every record possible
to bo sot by a high school diver in the
state of Connecticut. “She has estab-
lished horself as the best diver to
come through the school, the county,
and the state,” said Allen, “and she
didn’t just win, she annihilated the
compstition. The last threo years
she's fallen short every time. Any-
one else would have given up—but
Katherine is an example of fortitude
and cournge for pulling through.”



