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Kimberly Russell
Contributing Writer

The smoke billowed from the
red barn, the flames rising above the
roof. The sweat-soaked men in their
stark black outfits quickly assem-
bled together, pulling the thick hose
with them and carefully aiming it at
the deadly flames. One man charged
inside, another man running at his
heels.They began climbingtheindoor
ladder to make sure the scene was
safe. The men were facing potential
death, but that was nothing new for
them. Their main concern was the
safety of the strangersinside the build-
ing and putting out the fire. Risking
their lives for the safety of people they
didn’t know - and without pay. This
is a daily routine for the men of the
Darien Volunteer Fire Department.

The organization is made up
of members of all ages — from local
high school students to men nearing
triple digits. Nils Remole, a senior,
has been a member for nearly two
years. Remole first fell in love with
the fire department at his seventh
grade birthday party, which was held
at the Darien Fire Station. Eight years
laterhe shared thisinterest with James
Bishko in chemistry class. Remole
was inspired by Bishko’s stories; he
promptly sentin his application and
was accepted as a member of the
Darien Volunteer Fire Department.
“Since Nils joined he has consistently
made high percentages ofalarmsand
is a valuable asset to the fire depart-
ment,” Bishko says.

“Being a firefighter takes a lot of
initiative,’Remole said.“You need to
be able to work with everyonearound
you for acommon goal: to save lives
and prevent danger. You're never
alone here, no matter what you're
doing - everyone is treated equally.
It becomes like a brotherhood. We do

Nils Remole and adoring fan, Nina Palmer.

everything together, even cleaning.
I've been cleaning fire trucks and the
head captain will come help me clean.
No one assumes authority; we all earn
our own respect and maintain our re-
spect for others.”

Not only are the members of the
Darien Volunteer Fire Department
varied in age, but there are many dif-
ferent types that comprise this organi-
zation. “So many people are involved,
and you learn something from each of
them. It really pulls together people
who don'tfit the typical Darien preppy
stereotype. Watching themis alearn-
ing experience.”

As for Remole’s own involve-
mentoutside the department, he car-
ries a heavy load. Remole takes mul-
tiple AP classes, an excellent student,
but also a talented athlete and amaz-
ing friend. Remoleisinvolved in both
ultimate Frisbee and men’s volleyball

—one ofthe most time consumingand
rigorous sports teams at Darien High
School.

“It's not always easy to balance
everything, but the fire station under-
stands. For example, during volleyball
season, | take a two-month leave of
absence. All that means is that | don't
have to keep up with my full duties for
two months, but honestly, | still stick
to my duty and go on as many calls
as | can.!” Remole said. Even with the
many activities Remole is involved,
he happily finds time to spend with his
extensive group of friends.

The commitment people make
to the station is up to them, as long as
they fill the minimum requirement of
responding to at least 15% of the calls
and 25% of the meetings. A majority of
thevolunteerscompletemorethanthe
required hours, but for those without
much time, there's still plenty of room
to getinvolved in this community ser-
vice organization. Almost all the fire-
fighters are men, but girls are always
welcomedintotheenvironment.There
have been misunderstandingsinthe
past involving gender relations, but
the men are always respectful of the
women - and vice versa. “The sta-
tion is basically gender blind; every-
one is treated the same way. The first
womantojoinourfiredepartmentwas
more than 20 years ago, and she went
throughthe samerigorand programas
the men did. She proved herself com-
pletely worthy of being a firefighter.
Anyone who can handle the require-
ments - whether boy or girl - gets the
respect they deserve. We welcome
everyone! Remole says leaning back
in his chair.

Seconds later his beeper goes off
and he bolts out the door.“Sorry! I've
gotta go - there’s a fire’ This is noth-
ing new for a dedicated high school
member of the Darien Volunteer Fire
Department.

“60 Minutes” Man
Inspires Students

Courtney Whiting
Staff Writer

Many high schoolersworryabout
making it to college and deciding on
a career. As a teen, “60 Minutes”
Correspondent Scott Pelley already
knew what profession he would
pursue:“l wanted to be a still photog-
rapher, thatis what | really wanted to
be,"Pelley told an audience at Darien
High School.

With Pelley’s role models of
Ansel Adams and Henri Cartier-
Bresson, the young shutterbug had
a keen interest in photography. But
Pelley’s dream of photography took a
different path when helandedajobas
copyboy on the“Lubbock Avalanche
Journal”in Texas at the age of 15.

The nativeTexan hascomealong
way from those early days. Pelley
recently relocated from Washington
D.C. to Darien with his wife and two
children.

Millions of viewers tune in to
watch him on “60 Minutes”. “The
sky is the limit. | grew up in Lubbock,
Texas. | have no business being on
‘60 Minutes;" Pelley said. Whether
it is his coverage of the Irag War or
a controversial interview like his
recentsit-down with Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, peoplelisten
to what Pelley has to say.

But professional success does not
make him perfect. Pelley said some-
times even the nation’s greatest jour-
nalists made major mistakes.”Thelraq
War was a major failure of American
journalism. Journalism failed to in-
vestigate it on the eve of committing
this country to a war. | failed too,”
he said. Pelley has been to Iraq sev-
eral times to cover this war. He was
eventhere the nightitstartedin 2003;
Pelley had to go live and help make
sense of the chaos for his viewers.

Big media still had an important
role to play in news coverage, Pelley
said. Anetwork had theaccessand the
resources totell stories that might oth-

erwise go untold. He cited the geno-
cide in Darfur, Sudan to illustrate his
point. “Thousands are dying because
no oneis looking. It's the media’s job
touncoverthesestoriesbecausesome-
body’sgottodoit. Genocide happens
when nobody is looking.”

Pelley’s goal on “60 Minutes” is
to generate fresh original stories told
through the lens of his subjects.”The
waytotellanexperienceisthroughthe
eyesof anindividual - thinkabout tell-
ing not an issue: tell a story. This mes-
sage resonated with his audience.

“Mr Pelley taught us how to take
a big issue and hit the audience on a
personal level which helps you under-
stand and wanttofind outmore about
the story,” Junior Mike Klein said.

“We are so fortunate to be able
to bring such wonderful resources to
enrich the education of our students,’
Darien Superintendent of Schools
Donald Fiftal said. “I really liked
how Mr Pelley approached the stu-
dentsatahigh level, starting with the
broad philosophical brushstroke ofthe
value of afree press, and then narrow-
ing to his professional stories. It was
agood structure and heaimeditall at
a mature level”

Pelleytold the studentslanguage
skills are paramount in our global
community. He said everyone should
speakasecondlanguage. Pelleyasked
the audience for a show of hands of
students who were studying a foreign
language. “It's embarrassing to not
speak another language in this age,”
he said. Pelley said that that in addi-
tion to bilingual skills, every person
should have a passport and see the
world. “Travel is the best education
you can get as a human being and as
ajournalist”

Mr Pelley left the students with
animportant lesson that all the fancy
technology now required to keep a
modern-day newsroom competitive
will never supersede the simple prem-
ise that news must always begin with
the telling of a good story.

—_—
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Commitment

Continued from Page 1
Astudent’s suspensionfromclubsasa
result of the new contract will impair
their ability to help others if they are
involved in charitable clubs, mean-
ing the new contract could hurtgood
causesthatdepend on DHS volunteer-
ism.

MrHaronis sympathetic to these
negative aspects of the proposal and
explains that he “can see both sides
of the issue!” If students proactively
voice their suggestions or criticisms,
theymaybeabletoimpactthe content
of the commitment contract. Students
must utilize their place in the high
school community, and ongoing ad-
ministrative reforms provide an excel-
lent opportunity.

Ed Tunick

Continued from Page 3

with those people.”

As if on cue, a customer enters.

“Ed,” the woman says, “Do you
happen do have a $100 bill on you or
in the register?”

Tunicklistens patiently while the
woman explainsthat she needs the bill
forabirthday card, and then apologiz-
es politely and replies that he hasn't
taken any cash in that day.

The woman departs, but not
before Ed gives her a list of stores to
try.

Tunick is not bothered at all by
the fact that he hasn’'t made a sale.
“I'm friendly with my customers, and
as long as they leave my store happy,
then I'm happy.”

Staph Attack

Continued from Page 3

teach and warn. Precautions can pre-
vent MRSA from infecting students.
MRSA can be treated through medi-
cation and prevented through educa-
tion. The notes tacked on the nurse’s
office bulletin board are there to keep
students safe from a simple sneeze,
a cough, or, far worse, an MRSA in-
fection.

Get A Buddy

Continued from Page 4

thing good”’

Activities range from jewelry
making to pumpkin painting. At a
Novembermeeting,everyonedecorat-
ed a turkey made of brown construc-
tion paper to celebrate Thanksgiving.
Before the meeting started, Claire
and afew other members were trying
to come up with more ideas for the
December meeting. They mentioned
T-shirts and face painting, but they all
agreed that anyone who had any cre-
ative ideas would be more than wel-
come to join.

The only issue that concerns this
group is recruiting new members. Ms
Ginsburg said, “Many people have
expressed interestin the club, butit’s
frustrating thatthey can'tjoin because
they have sports after school The rea-
sons for joining the club go past the
run of the mill,“this will look good on
my college application."The kids who
come every Thursday don’t show up
becauseit’s required; there’s no pun-
ishment for missing a meeting. They
participate because they genuinely
enjoy brightening someoneelse’s day.
It's very obvious how comfortable ev-
eryone is with each other. The Buddy
Systemisaboutacceptingoneanother
and putting differences aside to focus
on making new friends.

“| sincerely hope that the kids
here stay friends for a long time,” Ms.
Ginsburg said. “They're all just really
wonderful people” The Buddy System
isunique because each membergains
experience from being a friend to
people they would not normally see
during the week.

The Buddy System meets every
Thursday after school in Room B-213.
The only requirement is to come as
you are because your companyis what
make this a special place.
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Dusty Rhodes

Continued from Page 5

eerie mandolin filtering in the
background. This song tries to re-
kindle the sinister atmosphere of that
scene, but the combination of a man-
dolinand lame made up ghost stories
justdidn'tgetme spooked. Intheend,
“GhostTrails”came across as a cheesy
song in my eyes.

Dusty Rhodes and the River
Band shows some potential to put out
some good albums later on in their
career,and for a debut album, it's not
that bad. For a band from Orange
County, they did a good job chan-
neling the Deep South, though prob-
ably notas good as the country artists
who grow up immersed in that music
genre. It's strewn together mostly
by what they think sounds good. It's
very obvious it's a debut aloum from
aband thatis not yet seen“the corpo-
rate world,” because it doesn’'t have
any fancy production values you
would hearin a tightly-produced big
budget album.

This album shows Dusty Rhodes
and the River Band is really enjoying
the type of music they put out, and
that’s something that | really admire
in a musician. The Rolling Stones,
AC/DC, and Bruce Springsteen and
the E-Street Band are very successful
(and some of my favorite) music acts,
but they aren’t necessarily the most
talented. Yes, Keith Richards and
Angus Young are two of my favorite
guitarists, and basically everyone in
the E-Street Band plays their instru-
ments pretty well. But | wouldn't
be going out on a limb to say Bruce
Springsteen has one of the worst sing-
ing voices ever. Mick Jagger isn't far
behind him, and all Bon Scott and
Brian Johnson did was scream their
lyrics at the top of their lungs. All
threeofthem,though, putonmarathon
shows, and they bringso much energy
to their songs, even as they approach
the senior citizen zone. In today’s
musical scene, Kanye West is about
20 times better live in concert than
he is on albums. These artists, who
take up a ton of memory on my iPod,
all bring so much passion and energy
to their music, which is why they're
some of my favorite musicians. You
can definitely see that same passion
from Dusty Rhodes’ band.

Something these guys do that
my favorite artists do not do is play
country/folk music. No offense to
the band, but | didn't really enjoy this
album because of its genre. The only
problem I have withitis thatit’s coun-
try: which is a sound I find to compa-
rable to elevator music. It usually
goesinone ear and out the otherand
becomes background noise, just like
the voice of my mother. If you like
country and folk music, this is defi-
nitelyagoodup-and-comingbandthat
youshould keepyoureyeson because
they will produce some great albums
in the future. But for me, | prefer my
Rhodes to be paved.

Getting Large

Continued from Page 5

mostimpressive thing about the res-
taurant’s menuis its prices in this stu-
dent reviewer's opinion. For an Asian
restaurant, Sushi 25 is very reasonably
priced, and the appetizers are so big
that | normally just split a couple of
them with my friends. Most of the ap-
petizers that | decided to review were
from the Hunan side of the menu and
included Thai spring rolls, satay chick-
en, cold sesame noodles,and tempura
shrimp with lemon créme. The only
thing that | tested from the Sushi 25
menu was the California roll.

The first thing that | tested was
the Thai spring roll. For just $1.50
each, restaurant-goers can get a de-
licious, decent-sized spring roll that
containslettuce, carrots,and bite-sized
pieces of shrimp. The spring roll’s
fried shell had many layers that pro-
vided a crunchy texture, yet the shell
didn't flake off and get all over my
hands. The appetizer also came with

an orange dipping sauce that had a
spicy, peppery flavor. For those who
like to add a little heat to their meal,
definitely optto useit, butif that won't
fly with your taste buds, just leave the
sauce to the side. Despite my severe
dislike of almost all vegetables, the
Thai spring roll was by far my fa-
vorite dish. Granted, the shrimp and
veggies were enclosed in a deep-fried
wrap, but nevertheless, the overall
taste was good.

Another dish that | enjoyed was
Hunan’s cold sesame noodles. Thin
like spaghetti,thenoodleswere coated
in a light, sesame-peanut sauce that
gave them a surprisingly sweet taste.
This appetizer was definitely Getting
Large for its reasonable price of $4.95.
| would probably order it again. The
sauce and noodles were perfectly bal-
anced so that the noodles were nei-
ther drenched in sauce nor deprived
of dressing. | definitely liked it, but |
would advise those who lack a sweet
tooth to order something different.

The one dish that proved to be a
major disappointment to my expecta-
tions was the only meal ordered from
the Sushi 25 menu - the California
Roll. The roll’s outer rice layer stuck
together very well, so | didn’t have
to worry about it falling apart in my
hands mid-bite, yet it had way too
much avocado and not enough crab-
meat for my taste. | found this gave
the sushi a creamier taste, but at the
expense of the crabmeat’s crunchy
texture. Although two of my friends
didn’t mind the sushi, | was not a
fan. With six pieces of sushi for
$5.00, | definitely wouldn't order the
California roll again.

In contrast, another appetizer
that | thoroughly enjoyed was the
satay chicken. For just $5.95, | re-
ceived four pieces of grilled chicken
and a sesame-peanut dip on the side.
Although | considered the chicken
slightly dry, it still tasted delicious,
andthesalty peanutdipenhancedthe
flavor. This dish is great for people
who aren’t exactly the biggest fans of
Pan-Asian cuisine - picky eaters can
simply leave their chicken plain, or
add the sesame-peanut sauce for a bit
of Oriental flair.

Last on our epicurean adventure
was the tempura shrimp with lemon
creme. This dish had about six pieces
of breaded shrimp coated in a sweet,
tangy sauce that, despite the name,
didn't really taste to me like lemon.
Although my friend liked this meal, |
didn't particularly enjoy it. | thought
the sweet dressing was an odd com-
bination with the fishy-tasting sea-
food, and the size of the shrimp made
it difficult for me to eat in an attrac-
tive manner. The pieces were too big
formeto eatin one bite and the waiter
failed to provide us with knives to
cut them into bite-sized pieces. This
forced me to resort to unappealing
eating habits, and the couple sitting
next to our table appeared to be any-
thing but thrilled with my restaurant
etiquette.

Sushi 25 is definitely a restau-
rant that you should check out. Its
fast service and great-tasting food is
the ultimate combination. Although
New Canaan is a little out of the way
for dinner for some Darien students, it
is definitely worth the drive. The gas
money you'll spend on the road in ad-
dition to the price of your dinner will
probably cost you less than an entrée
at Ching’s Kitchen or a bento box at
Tengda.

Acceptance

Continued from Page 6

high school experience if we are con-
stantly worrying about fulfilling cer-
tain narrowly defined criteria deemed
as necessary for getting into college?

DHS seniors have recently expe-
rienced their last Homecoming week
in high school; we will never again
be able to chant with colored paint
dripping off our faces at Best of the
Best, get away with dressing in ri-
diculous costumes in school, or wear
jerseys with our own friend’s name on
the back at the Homecoming football

game. We have four more years after
we graduate to rise to the top of our
school.To put it shortly, we will never
experience these perks of high school
ever again.

DHS students, starting from
freshmanyear, needtorealize thathigh
school isn't just a“holding pen” until
we get into college. We will never be
as young as we are today, so we must
take high school for whatitis and ac-
tually enjoy it. This isn't to say, of
course, thatbeingacceptedintoagood
university is not a top priority. Getting
into college shouldbeabouthard work
and not about piecing ourselves to-
gether as packages of success for ad-
missions officers to marvel. We need
to get more involved with something
weare passionateaboutsothatwecan
impress college admissions officers
and actually enjoy high school at the
same time. We only have one chance.
Let’s make the most of our time at
DHS. Have a great Christmas break.
Remembertoenjoythistimewithyour
family and friends and not stress too
much overtheearlyactionacceptance
letters coming in the mail.

SAT vs. ACT

Continued from page 7

Darien senior, said.

Nina Palmer, another senior, also
opted for the two-test route.”People
often say the ACTs are much easier,
but | don't think that’s necessarily
true. | think it's good to take both;
you get the feel for which format you
like better. | recommend the ACTs if
you're good at science, because sci-
enceisin the test. | felt more comfort-
able taking the SATs because | was at
the high school and more comfort-
ableinthatenvironmentbecauselam
used to working there, whereas | felt
really uncomfortable taking the ACTs
in New York. Also, | think | rushed in
the ACTs, it feels faster because you
don’t get as many breaks, and you
are doing one subject at a time rather
than switching around like you doin
the SATs”

Former DHS student, Mika
Roux, had her own strategy for test
success. “l wanted the opportunity
to see which test | would do better.
| had no idea which | would do well
on. | liked the SATs better in the end,
the math only goesttill Algebrall and
doesn’t cover pre-calculus. Also, col-
leges only accept the best ACT com-
posite score, but with the SATs, they
combined my three best scores.”

There is no one right answer.
Each student has to make atough de-
cision, which gets even tougher in
the intense competitive environment
DHS students face in the quest to get
into college.

Nina Palmer, another senior,
also opted for the two-test route.
“People often say the ACTs are much
easier, but | don't think that'’s neces-
sarily true. | think it's good to take
both; you get the feel for which format
you like better.|recommend the ACTs
if you're good at science, because sci-
enceisin the test. | felt more comfort-
able taking the SATs because | was at
the high school and more comfort-
ableinthatenvironmentbecauselam
used to working there, whereas | felt
really uncomfortable taking the ACTs
in New York. Also, | think | rushed in
the ACTs, it feels faster because you
don't get as many breaks, and you
are doing one subject at a time rather
than switching around like you doin
the SATs”

Former DHS student, Mika
Roux, had her own strategy for test
success. “| wanted the opportunity
to see which test | would do better.
| had no idea which | would do well
on. | liked the SATs better in the end,
the math only goesttill Algebrall and
doesn’t cover pre-calculus. Also, col-
leges only accept the best ACT com-
posite score, but with the SATs, they
combined my three best scores!”

There is no one right answer.
Each student has to make atough de-
cision, which gets even tougher in
the intense competitive environment
DHS students face in the quest to get
into college.
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Basketball

Continued from page 16

into what it is today. Doug Bealle
made it cool to play YMCA House
Basketball. Doug Bealle brought to-
gether people from different back-
grounds to share the common love of
the game of basketball

Q: How many kids are signed up
for the new league?

A: Right now we are filled up
in both leagues. The Ninth and Tenth
Grade League will have eight teams
with 10 players per team. The 11%/
12" Grade League will have six
teams with nine players per team.

Q: Why are there no practices for
the 11/12" grade league?

A: Practices were taken away
because there was not enough gym
timetoaccommodatethe currentthird
throughtenthgradeteamsandthenew
11t%/12% Grade League. | was all for
this league starting up this year, but
not at the expense of the other estab-
lished programs we offer.

This year’s house basketball
leagues promise to be entertaining,
with games taking place at the high
school and YMCA in the late after-
noons on Saturdays and Sunday. The
first games were played on December
8t 15t and 16,

BCS Bowl

Continued from page 16

will battle the Louisiana State Tigers
for all the marbles on January 8.

It happened last year, and it will
happen again this year: Ohio State will
lose to the South Eastern Conference
Champions. In every BCS Title game
for the past ten years that a team from
the SEC has made an appearance
(1998-Tennessee, 2003-LSU, 2006-
Florida), they have won. The trend
will not be thrown off this year, either.
LSU’s strength of schedule gave them
valuable experience against consis-
tently good teams, like most of Bayou
Bengals’ SEC counterparts, to prepare
themselves fro this game.

The world saw it last year when
the SEC Champions, Florida, de-
stroyed undefeated Ohio State 41-14,
and we will all see it again this year
when LSU beats up on Ohio State,
35-17. Ohio State is by far one of the
most overrated teams in the country
because of the powderpuffteamsthey
play. Ohio State was not prepared for
the experienced Florida Gators last
year,and they will not be ready for
the LSU Tigers this year. Granted, this
Ohio State team is a very good one
with the number one ranked defense
in the nation and Chris“Beanie”Wells
running the ball, but LSU’s strength of
schedule will pay off for them when
they takeit all the way in the Louisiana
Superdome, which is also a lot closer
to LSU campus in Baton Rouge than
OSU’s in Columbus. LSU will
prove that they are the best team in
the nation.

Sinterklass

Continued from page 10

Krampus. Krampus looks fairly
jolly with his two large horns, sharp
teeth, and sharp nails. Krampus
savagely beats small children with
switches if they are naughty. As you
can see,some of these companions of
Sinterklaas really invoke some of the
finer aspects of European culture.

Of course, all of the aforemen-
tionedinformationabouttheEuropean
Sinterklaasis butthetip of theiceberg.
Whileitwould excellent to spend mul-
tiple pages exploring every aspect
of Sinterklaas’ multi-faceted nature,
it simply would not be reasonable.
Honestly, if you've read this far in
thisarticle, thisauthorthoroughly con-
gratulates you and somewhat fears for
your sound mental condition (who ac-
tually reads the Continuations page?).
If this Sinterklaas opus has any moral
toit, letit be this adage: be nice over
the next year; Sinterklaas will be sure
to give you whatever gifts you would
like. Butif you do not heed this advice,
do not be surprised if you find Zwarte
Piet rolling down your chimney with
a rod ready for merciless beatings.
Happy Saint Nicholas Day!
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BCS Bowl Week is Approaching

Neirad’s Sneak-Peak of What's to Come in January

John Bolton
Sports Editor

This season has been the one of
most momentous in college football
history. Some may argue that there
were too many upsets, and it became
too difficult to follow. The Neirad
sports desk would whole-heartedly
disagree with this premise. We feel the
2007 football season is the best thing
that has ever happenedto the sport. It
has put the Bowl Championship Series
system to the ultimate test, proving
that the BCS works under even the
craziest of circumstances.

With the wild ride almost over,
things seemed to be settling down at
the end of the season. It looked as
though we would finally have our two
championship teams, Missouri and
West Virginia, who were the best of
thethreeteamsfrom the major confer-
ences with one loss. However, the last
week followed the trend of the season
with both top-ranked teams suffering
defeats. Missouri lost to Oklahoma
forthe second time this year,and West
Virginia was stunned by arch-rival
Pittsburgh.

Obhio State, the third team with
only one loss, was the only team that
was clearly expected to stay in con-
siderationforthe championshipgame.
The Louisiana State Tigers wereright-
fully chosen to face the Buckeyes on
January 8inthe Superdome after they
wonarguablythetoughestconference
in college football, the SEC.

The Neirad sports desk is giving
you alookatthe hotaction coming up

in college football.

The Rose Bowl: Thirteenth
ranked University of lllinois will play
seventhranked University of Southern
California on New Year’s Day in
Pasadena, California. This marks
the third consecutive time the USC
Trojans have made it to Rose Bowl.
USC won last year against Michigan
32-18. My gut says USC prevails
against the Fighting lllini. This match-
up is basically a home game for USC,
whose campus is only a short drive
from Pasadena. USC's defense is
ranked second in the nation (behind
Ohio State), and despite lllinois spread
offense, USC is too fast and athletic
for the lllini to handle. With the home-
crowd atmosphere and the intensity
that USC brings to the Rose Bowl.
USC beats lllinois by the score of 32-
14.

The Sugar Bowl: January 1t will
be the first of two major bowl games
playedin the Louisiana Superdomein
New Orleans on.

Fifth ranked University of
Georgia, led by quarterback Matthew
Stafford, is expected to crush 10%
ranked University of Hawaii. If the
Georgia Bulldogs don’t come in over-
confident and underestimate Hawii,
they will come out of the Superdome
with a Bowl win. Granted, Hawaii is
a very special team; they have come
along way and have made a name for
themselves with their high-powered
offense. They have many talented
players, including Heisman candidate
Colt Brennan, and like Boise St. last

Ohio State running back Chris “Beanie” Wells needs to have a huge
game if the Buckeyes are to defeat LSU for the National Championship.

year, could suprise some people.

But they do not know what is
waiting for them when they step
into the Superdome. Georgia, who
believes they should be in the BCS
Championship game, has something
to prove to the rest of the country.This
is the first “non-cupcake” team that
Hawaii has played all season, and al-
though they are agood team, Georgia
will too formidable an opponent for
Hawaii.

The Fiesta Bowl: This bowl
game will probably be the best game
to watch after the BCS Title game.
Two teams that very well could have
been playing for a national champion-
ship,fouthranked Oklahomaand ninth
ranked West Virginia, will go head

to head on January 2" in Glendale,
Arizona. Although West Virginia
is a great team, they just aren’t the
team that can stop Oklahoma right
now. After shattering all hopes of
Missouri's hopes of going to the BCS
Title game, Oklahoma is looking
to end the season on as high a note
as they can, and what better way to
do it than to win a BCS bowl game
in the same building that they lost a
barn-burner to Boise St. just one year
ago.

West Virginia may not be able
to bounce back from the heart-
breaking loss to Pittsburgh, which
ended all hopes of going to the BCS
Championship game. Although West
Virginia's speed and deep back-

field will give Oklahoma a run for its
money, Oklahoma will come away the
winner by a score of 28-24. It's defi-
nitely a must see game.

The Orange Bowl: Number
three-ranked Virginia Tech will face
eighth ranked Kansas on January 3in
Miami. At the beginning of the year,
no one thought Kansas would still be
in the running for the a BCS game.
Kansas was one win away from going
undefeated.

The Hokies are looking to land
their first ever 12 -win season in a
pretty trying year. Football is help-
ing healing the Virginia Tech campus,
which saw the deadliest school shoot-
ing in American history. This game
obviously means more than football
for the Hokies.

Virginia Tech has what it takes
to win. Kansas is an amazing team
that has really proven itself, much like
Hawaii, but Kansas also hasn't played
a bonafide team, except for their loss
to Missouri. We give them credit for
achieving what they have done, but
Virginia Tech simply has more expe-
rience. Virginia Tech’s offense pum-
meled the Boston College defense in
the ACC title game and most of the
regular season meeting between the
two teams. The Hokies will walk off
the feild with their first twelth win
season in program history.

The National Title Game: This
game is just about the best National
Championship match up you can see.
The top-ranked Ohio State Buckeyes

Continued on Page 15

House Basketball

for Upperclassmen

An In-Depth Look at the YMCA
High School House Basketball

Will Wygal and Mike Klein
Staff Writer and Business Manager

Every winter the Darien YMCA
gears up for another season of its
stellar house basketball program,
which was offered toKindergarteners
through eighth graders until just re-
cently. Two years ago, a ninth/tenth
grade league was put into place,
and a major addition to this year’s
winter sports programsisthe 11tand
12 grade house basketball league.
Instituted by popular demand, this
league offers juniors and seniors a
place to play semi-competitive bas-
ketball in a fun and less intense en-
vironment.

Neirad took an in-depth look at
the newest addition to the Y’s rookie
league. We spoke with the league’s
creator and YMCA Sports Director,
Joe Marzano. He has been heav-
ily involved in the leagues and was
happy to share information about
newest addition.

Q: Why was the league start-

ed?

A:The league was started three
years ago because a large number
of incoming freshmen -- who had
competed in the House League for
many years -- wanted to continue
their basketball careers in a fun, less
competitive way. The league was
also started because former DHS
‘07 grad Doug Bealle, the assis-
tant commissioner and scorekeep-
er, wanted to continue his consecu-
tive game streak for scorekeeping.

Q: Was it difficult to get gym
time?

A: It was and still is very dif-
ficult to get gym time because the
third through eighth grade leagues
already occupy every gym in town
which includes Royle, Hindley,
Tokeneke, Ox Ridge, Holmes, Darien
H.S., Middlesex, Town Hall, and
the YMCA. But since they knew
we would have Doug Bealle score-
keeping it made it easier to get time.

Q: Do you feel that the new
league will be competitive enough?

A: Great question Will. The
league is what the players make of it.
If everybody shows up and messes
around, then the league will turninto
a joke and we will no longer runit. If
the players can find the right mix of
seriousness and fun, it will be a great
time for all. There is a good mix of
veteran players as well as some guys
who are there just because they love
playing the game, which is awe-
some. Somy answer is yes, the league
will be competitive. It just won't
be the same without Doug Bealle.

Q: Do you think that it will be as
successfulastheninthandtenthgrade
leagues?

A: Again, the league will be what
the players make of it. But, | can tell
youitisgoing to bereally tough to re-
place a legend like Doug Bealle. He
was the heart and soul of the DHBL.
Doug Bealle helped mold the league

Continued on page 15.

McKay Potter’s Hardwood

Ambitions

Leading Senior Optimistic for a Successful Blue

Wave Basketball Season

Jake McCauley
Staff Writer

This year, the Blue Wave
Basketball team is expecting senior
McKay Potter to be a force to be
reckoned with on the hardwood.
Last year, McKay was the team’s
“sixth-man”and at the beginning of
last season, McKay did not see much
actiononthefloorduringgames.Yet,
as the season went on, McKay's hard
work in practice and growing deter-
mination payed off. His work ethic
caught his coach’s attention, and
it earned him more playing time.
With more playing time, his produc-
tivity increased, and he became a
moreimportantmemberoftheteam.
This year, he will be one of the Blue
Wave's go-to-guys on the court this
year.

It has taken McKay a long time
to sharpen his skills. McKay started
playing basketball at the young age
of five, before his high school career
began. “Thefirsttime | set footon
the court, | believed this is the game
for me,” recalls McKay. “Ever
since | picked up a basketball, | have
loved the game. The sport is amaz-
ing; it's all about five guys working
together as a team.”

Forfouryears, he participated in
the Darien YMCA House Basketball
League. He was a big part of his
third grade team that won the league
championships with an amazing
record of 9-0.

Over time, McKay became an

extremely good player,andin thefifth
grade, he was picked for the Darien
YMCA Travel Team. After excel-
ling in the travel program, McKay
began to play more basketball for
the Blue Wave. In addition to play-
ing for the DHS basketball team, he
played throughout the off-season for
many AAU teams, such as Overtime
Athletics.

Hoping to improve his play,
McKay played a lot this summer par-
ticipating in various summer leagues,
such as the Bridgeport Summer
League and the Brewster Summer
League in New York. He was also a
fixture at the Darien YMCA, working
hard to perfect his jump shot.

This fall, McKay regularly at-
tended strength and conditioning
program for DHS basketball players
The program was run by Doug Scott,
a former basketball coach here at
DHS. Through the program, he feels
he has become much stronger and
faster. McKay hopes that all of his
hard work he put in throughout the
off-season will pay off this season for
the Blue Wave.

In addition to his training, the
DHS Basketball team will look for
him to provide a ton of leadership.,
“McKay is a returning starter from
last year’s team, and he will clearly
be aleader on and off the court,’says
DHS Head Basketball Coach Tom
O’Donnell.

“Not only is McKay one of the
most talented playersin our program

right now, he is also a natural leade
whose enthusiasm and work ethic are
aninspiration to his teammates. Inad
dition, McKay is a great teammate tha
encouragesandsupportsthecontribu-
tions of the other players.”

While Coach O’Donnell believes
McKay’s talent and experience wil
make him a key player, the rest of thq
team also knows that he’ll be an im-
portant playertotheteam.This season
will be McKay'’s last season in a Blue
Wave uniform,and he definitely wants
to make it count.

McKay Potter in action against
Central last year






