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Co-. captains of the Darien basketball team are shown in recent action. At
left is Tom Larkin. Bob Harford shows his leaping ability in the picture on
the right. (Photo by Jenny Taylor)

Hoopsters Hoping For Hot Season Under Ericson

By DAVID BAUDER

The time for another roundball
season has arrived at DHS and the
Wavers come into the campaign with a
new head coach and, for the most part,
a new team.

Richard Ericson, known to many
people for his work at Middlesex Junior
High School, is new at the helm this
year, replacing Richard Percudani,
who retired after four years at the top
spot.

Darien lost to graduation the services
of four out of five starters, including
Paul Sellew and Rod Walters, who com-

bined:‘toaverage “over-36-points' per-

game. Among the returnees are Co-cap-
tains Bob Harford and Tom Larkin.

“Bob Harford will be one of the best
guards in Fairfield County,” said
Coach Ericson. “He’s quick, has a good
shot, and has developed into an ex-
cellent defensive ballplayer and team
leader.” Harford’s experience and poise
under pressure should be aninvaluable
asset to the club, and he’s also being
counted on to carry much of the scoring
burden.

“Tom Larkin has shown more desire
than has been seen for many years in
Darien basketball,” commented Eric-
son. “He’s a hustler who works excep-
tionally hard.” Larkin will be counted
on to play the power forward position

for this year’s unit.

Gary Wyckoff, a 6’7" center, has been
mentioned many times by his coach as
being one of the keys to the success of
the team. Ericson explained, “The
reason is thatin the game of basketball,
domination of the boards is very im-
portant. We have some big opposing
centers to go up against this year, and
we need somebody who can hold his
own against them.”

Steve Watkins, a small guard, is
‘“very quick, especially on the fast
break,” according to Coach Ericson.
The pull-up jumper off the fast break is
Steve’s favorite shot. , .

‘Aiplayer who could be véry important
to the team is junior Matt McCurdy. “I
look to him to contribute on offense a
good deal this year,” said Coach Eric-
son, but he mentioned that Matt would
have to improve some on defense.

Junior Clay Colbath, who could get a
lot of work at center or forward, has
been “a pleasant surprise.” He missed
playing his sophomore year due to
illness but made a comeback this
season.

Tom McNamara, only a sophomore,
comes off “an exceptionally fine yearin
junior high school. He should see a lot
of playing time,” said Ericson. He said
that ‘Mac’ is “a great hustler. . .very
dedicated.”

TUTORING SERVICE

(914)948—6783

PREP COURSE FOR MARCH AND MAY
COLLEGE BOARDS S.A.T.

Starts .Ianuary 22 in
WESTPORT GREENWICH AND STAMFORD

KAUFMAN

@ proven record of success

@ average score increases 70-80 points
in each part

@ licensed, experienced high school

~ teachers only

@ over 20 years experience in this field

@ college selection and application
guidance
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Kratky, MacDonald Lead
Young Wrestling Team

By JOHN C. NELSON

The Darien High varsity wrestling
team, coming off its best season ever,
has been preparing to grapple with
their opponents. Their first action was
at the Westhill Christmas Tournament
in Stamford on December 18. Results
were not available at press time.

Leading the matmen this year will be
Co-captains John Kratky and Dave
MacDonald. Kratky placed third in the
state in the 128-pound class last year,
while MacDonald placed fourth in the
140-pound class.

This early in the season there are no
definite starters, but the probable start-
ing lineup for varsity will be Joe
Augustus at 100 pounds, Cliff Foyster
in the 107-pound class. Chris Kratky,

“Our goal this year is to win our
division and to have a good enough
record to get into the states,” said
Coach Ericson. To win a berth in the
state tournament the Wavers must win
at least nine of their 17 games.

At press time, Neirad was informed
that the Wavers were beaten by
Catholic, 70-62, in the season opener.

Icemen Break Even

By KEN CARELLA

. The, Danen High School Hockey
#"Team" opened its* Beason with'a win

playing in front of a lively Saturday
night crowd at the Darien Ice Rink on
December 4. The Icemen outskated the
Cardinals of Greenwich by the score of
5 to 3.

Darien lit up the scoreboard first
when Dan Grady slipped the puck past
the Greenwich goalie halfway through
the opening period. This goal was the
result of tenacious checking and hard
hitting. After the Cards had tied it up,
Mike Barrett scored two consecutive
goals within thirty seconds to boost the
score to 3-1.

Brian Peoples played a respectable
game in goal, stopping all but three of
the 24 Greenwich shots. At the other
end of the ice Darien peppered the
Cardinal goalie with 42 shots on goal.
Two of those 42 shots were put in by
Tom Holland, who is credited with the
game winning goal.

Coming off the 53 win over
Greenwich, the Blue Wave was flying
high for Norwalk, but Norwalk was fly-

who placed fourth in the state last year
in the 100-pound class, will wrestle in
the 114 class this year.

In the 121-pound class it is a toss-up
between Ron Ferreri and Mark
Giarratana. Co-captain Kratky will
handle the 128-pound duties with Jack
Humphrey wrestling in the 135-pound
class. Co-captain Dave MacDonald will
be in the 140-pound bracket with Scott
Savage at 147 pounds. The 157-pound
class will be handled by Keith Dayton.
The unlimited and the 187 classes will
be split with Paul Lupinacci and Dave
Adams wrestling in either class.

Both Kratky and Coach Jim Girard
agreed that “the important point or key
to this season is if the team stays
healthy and stays away from injuries.
We have to get over the injuries plagu-
ing us now.”

Coach Girard, who is in his fifth year
as head mentor for the squad,
commented, “We have a young team
with a good group of sophomores and
the upperclassmen have the experience
to do well.”

Last year the team boasted its best
record in the history of the sport at DHS
with a 12 win, 4 loss mark and they
placed third in the state. Coach Girard
pointed out, “This year will be a rebuild-
ing year, but we have a strong nucleus
to work from.”

In Early Action

ing higher and simply outskated
Darien to gain a 5to 5 tie.
Tom Hoﬂand . star of the first, .game,

" initiated™the ‘scoring by’ nethixg ‘his

third goal of the season in two games.
Sophomore Bill McGill made it 2-0 by
scoring his first goal of the year.

It looked as though the game would
end in a 4-4 tie, but with 32 seconds left,
Craig Sinclair fired in a shot from out-
side the Norwalk blue line.

The Sinclair goal gave Darien a 5-4
lead with just 32 seconds left to kill.
They managed to kill 31 seconds of that
time, but Jim Canal of Norwalk beat
Tom Christy with a last second
desperation shot that tied the score at5-
5.

The pucksters faced the New Canaan
Rams on December 9, and came away
with a disappointing 4-2 loss. Details'
were not available at press time. The
defeat evened the Wavers’ record at 1-1-
1.
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FALL SPORTS HONORS

Gymnastics — MVP: Anthony
DiSilvestro; Captains: Clay Moltz,
John Reichart.

Volleyball — MVP: Cathy Scholtz;
Captains: Cathy Scholtz, Jill Cowie.
Soccer — MVP: Ted DeSeldmg, Cap-
tain: Regg Jones.

Football — MVP: Jeff King; Captains:
Matt Maley, Barry Hardman, Tim
Sellew.

Field Hockey — MVP: Gail Grimes;
Captains: Cathy Leegan, Jeanne
Gavula.

Swimming — MVP: Kelley Clough;
Captains: Cindy Atkinson, Linda
Barton.

Boys’ Cross Country — MVP: Pat
Jackson; Dr. Robbins Award: Dave
Lewis; Captains: Pat Jackson, Dave
Broderick.

Girls’ Cross Country — MVP: Molly
Kolb; Captains: Molly Kolb, Toni
Brown.




