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Blue Wave Teams Combine For 52-38-4 Record

By DAVID BAUDER
and MARY ELLEN
KIGGINS

One state champion and three other
winning teams highlighted the fall
sports season at DHS. A capsulized
summary of the eight teams follows.

Gymnastic Team

The boys’ gymnastic team has
traditionally been one of the finest
squads in the Darien High School
sports program. In the ten years that
Darien has had a team (all coached by
Isidore Battino) seven state cham-
pionships have been won. This year’s
team continued in this tradition by
sweeping all of their meets to cop the
state crown. Anthony DiSilvestro,
Peter  Stanton, Clay Moltz, Ken
Holmes, Josh Moltz, and Peter Frances-
coni all gained honors for the jobs they
did this year.

Volleyball

Facing the expected drawbacks of a
new team, mainly being inexperience
and competing with already es-
tablished strong teams, the girls’
volleyball team managed to finish with
a 4-8 record this year. Coach Deborah
Billington noted that the girls put forth
“a good effort,” had some very close
and disappointing games, but were
often commended and well received as
a new team.

The team was led by sole senior and
Co-captain Bebe Herbert andCo-captain
Cathy Scholtz, who along with Cindy
Davis, turned in consistent play
throughout : the season.” Because the
squad was almost entirely composed of
juniors and sophomores this year,
Coach Billington is looking forward to
a stronger, more experienced team next

year.
! Soccer

After a slow start, the Blue Wave
booters were the hottest team in the
FCIAC during the second half of the
season. The offense had some trouble
scoring goals in the early part of the
year, but they recovered and joined the
consistently strong defense to rip off
seven straight wins to close out the
season. Two of those wins were against
New Canaan and eventual league
champion Brien McMahon.

The regular season ended with a 9-3-2
record. The booters suffered a tough
loss in their first game of the state
tournament against Watertown. After
four overtime periods could not break a
1-1 tie, the two teams had to decide it
with penalty kicks. Co-Captain John
VWilliams, Bill Morehouse, Mike

Barrett, Vinnie Ferraina, Bob Brady,
Co-captain Ted deSelding, and Tony
Fletcher were just some of the many
players who turned in fine
performances this year.

Girls’ Cross Country

A pleasant suprise in the girls’ fall
sports line-up this year was the
performance of the newly established
girls’ cross country team, captained
by Chris Buonomo, Toni Brown,and
Molly Kolb.

Coach Steve Norris commented that
he was “pleased” with the girls’ 7-6
record and their performance in the
FCIAC girls’ cross country cham-
pionships,where they finished second
and also in the Class M State Sec-
tionals, where they finished sixth.

The team is expected to do well next
year with all of the top seven returning,
including strong performers Molly
Kolb, Kathy Kanning, Claudia Bowlin,
Toni Brown and Jeanne Mueller.

Boys’ Cross Country

The boys’ cross country team was

another outfit that started out slowly
but recovered to put together an im-
pressive record. The harriers lost their
first three meets, but then proceeded to
win their last twelve encounters of the
regular season. Coach William
McCarthy called it his “best season.”
The county championship meet was a
slight disappointment, as they pulled
in a seventh place showing after hop-
ing to make a run at the title. They
pulled together for the Class L Sec-
tionals, finishing second out of 22

teams.

Pat Jackson, who finished tenth in
the counties, Co-captains Steve Wat-
kins and Bob Ferguson, Dave Lewis,
and Evans Kerrigan turned in strong
performances.

Field Hockey Team

Failing to better their 3-3-5 record of
last year, the girls’ field hockey team’s
hopes of qualifying for the state cham-
pionships were not fulfilled when they
failed to score enough goals and ended
up with a 3-2-6 season.

The DHS gridmen had some ups and downs this season, but they finished
their season with a strong 7-2 victory over Staples. In the above
picture, Matt Maley (38) prepares to attack. (Photo by Jenny Taylor) ‘

Although the team’s record was
worse than she expected, Coach
Rebecca Strominger noted that she was
not too surprised since this year the
team’s strategy was to go for the wins
rather than the ties, which un-
fortunately resulted in more losses. She
also noted that they played many close
games againstteams she termed as “all
quite good,” and many of which later
qualified for the state meet.

This year, strong performances were
turned in by departing seniors Gail
Grimes, Betsy Seel, Eve Walworth,
Joanne Capasse, and Kelly Ryan,
along with many talented juniors and
sophomores.

Football

The gridmen ended their season on a
positive note by stopping Staples, 7-2,
in a ferociously played defensive
struggle. Strong performances were
turned in by Randy Starr, Gary
Wyckoff, Rhett Drugge, and Jeff King,
as well as the entire defensive unit.

The team, led by graduatingTri - cap-
tains Starr, King, and Paul Lupinacci,
finished with a record of 2-7. If just a
few of the close games had been turned
around, especially the opening day
heartbreaker against Greenwich, the
season’s complexion might have been
entirely different. The scoring leader
was Dave Tuttle, who will return .

Swim Team

The Darien High School aguamaids
also failed to achieve a winning season
this year and ended up with a 3-5record,
which is only one meet better than last

year’s 2-6 record.

Led by Tri-captains June Haselton,
Kelly Clough, and Cappy Craig, who
are all strong performers, the girls did,
however, place second in the Class L
division and sixth in the state
competition. In the state diving
competition, the aquamaids finished
impressively, with Cappy Craig cop-
ping first, Karen Gess third, and Donna
Smith sixth. Cindy Atkinson, Nancy
Wetmore, Sue Dunne, and Carol
Harlacher were also state performers
who will be returning next year.

Pucksters Promise Positive Results

By PETER PUCK 111

Blue Wave hockey fans will have
something to look forward to this
season. The hockey team, coached by
Phil Clark, features nine returning
lettermen and figures to be tough to
beat.

Although this year’s club, with seven
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sophomores, is smaller and has less ex-
perience than last year’s team, Coach
Clark believes that it has as much
speed and talent. He commented, “I ex-
pect the team to be a contender for the
FCIAC [Championship].”

The key to Darien’s success will be,
according to Clark, forechecking A
very aggressive offense will be em-
ployed. Clark described the team as
having depth in the forward position.
Among this year's Waver forwards are

Mike Barrett, Dan Grady, Brian
Hathaway, Tom Holland, John
Williams, Doug Howard, Boie

TION CENTER

“The defense is not as deep as in past
years but is strong,” commented Clark.
The defense includes Craig Sinclair,
Pat Corsiglia, Frank “Mad Dog”
Carter, and Dave Widmer.

The netminders are Brian Peoples,
Tom Christie, and Harrison Nonrris.
Clark stated, ‘“The goalies are less ex-
perienced than last year’s but are
talented.”

The pucksters will be starting off the
season with a few changes, most of

whichare cosmetic. Face masks must be

worn on the players’ helmets in the
state tournaments and Coach Clark
wants the players to get used to them
during the season, so they will be used.
New uniforms will be worn by the
players. Also, a school pep band may be
playing at the games to pysche up the
Darien fans.

The start of the season will be very
tough for the Wavers. They opened
against Greenwich on Saturday,
December 4, and then play Norwalk,
New Canaan, McMahon, and
Ridgefield, all proven winners. But
with an agressive offense and a strong
defense they could easily start off the
season winning, if they stay out of the
“sinbin” (penalty box).




