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Wave Grapple-rs
Pin Opponents
The Darien Blue Wave Wrestling

squad is putting togetheran impressive
season as it won six of its first eight
matches. The matmen most recently
toppled Stamford, but suffered a tough
loss to a highly regarded Greenwich
team.

The Wavers traveled to Stamford on
Tuesday, Jan. 27 and came away with a
30-15 victory over a mediocre Black
Knight team.

In the early stages it appeared to be a
close match with Chris Kratky, John
Kratky and Dave MacDonald taking
decisions while the Knights were win­
ning four decisions. However
consecutive pins by co-captain Dav~
Sisk and John Stevenson put the Wave
ahead to stay. Lou Procaccini's 13-12
win finished the Blue Wave scoring.

A powerful Greenwich team came to
Darien and pinned a 30-18 loss on the
Blue Wave on Friday, Jan. 30.

Given six points on a forfeit, the
Cardinals' margin of victory gave no
indication ofhow close the match really
was. Pins by Joe Lombardo and Jeff
Ward, to go along with John Kratky's 7­
1 decision gave the matmen an early
six-point lead. Yet, the Cardinals
turned the match around with four
consecutive decisions to put them
ahead to stay. Stevenson's 5-2 decision
closed the gap, but a heart-breaking 3-1
loss for Art VanSciver and a pin of
Procaccini settled matters.

rally by the Wavers.
Paul Sellew, the league's leading

scorer, led Darien in this outing with 18
points. Rod Walters added 16 and Paul
Hendry grabbed 12 rebounds.

The hoopsters got back into action on
Tuesday, Jan. 27, with a 47-37 win over
Danbury. The win qualified the Wavers
for the states, as they had ~linched a
record of .500 or better with theireig}tth
victory. ..

Darien and Danbury .played· :an
al'm~st error-less first half with .only
five fouls being called and the two
teams shooting a com~med 67%. Coach
Richard Percllqani ca11ed "it "the best
high school halfofbasketball I;ve seen
since I've been ·at Darien," even though
the Hatters led 26·24 at the end. Both
teams played a deliberate, patterned
offense, and this accounted for the
rather low score.

Danbury's slow-down offense
screeched to a halt in the third quarter.
The Blue Wave defense took over, and
held the Hatters to a meager three
points. The Wavers then moved into the
lead to stay.
-The Wavers used what Coach

Percudani tenned "one of the greatest
comebacks in Darien basketball his­
tory" to edge Roger Ludlowel 56-55 in a
home contest on Jan. 30. .

Ludlowe used a defensive effort that
made it hard to believe that it came into
the game with a 2-12 record, and the
Tigers held 47-38 lead early in the
fourth quarter. At this point, Darien

.started to make its move by using a

.swanning defense to force Ludlowe to
commit key turnovers. But the Wavers
were still trailing 55-54 with then 30
seconds left. '

,¥.it,h,tl.:!.,epr~!l§u.re oQ,i,#..heBlue,Wave
came upcourt in a do-or-die situation.
With only 10 seconds to go, Walters
fired up a 20-foot jumper that swished
in to give the hoopsters their slim vic­
tory.
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Basketball Babes' M9pes Fade
challenge L~dlowe with their con­
sistent offensive plays. However, dur­
ing the fourth quarter, Darien seemed
to "run out of steam," and Ludlowe
pulled ahead. Ludlowe's aggres­
siveness and accuracy in shooting
proved to be superior to our Blue Wave
team. Finally, Darien's failure to shoot
accurately cost them the ·game.

Cathy Glaze and sophomore Jinsey
"Duck" Dauk were the high scorers of
the game- with seven and 10 points
respectively. Mac Canavan and co-<:ap­
tain Bev Flowers played consistantly
well on defense.

The j.v.'s played a good match
against Ludlowe but lost by the close
score of 33-30..

Stolers

The girls' basketball team fell short
of its hopes Friday, January 31, losing
to a strong Ludlowe team by the score of
44-29. As a result of this loss, Darien
must win its three remaining games in
order to qualify for the State Cham­
pionships.

Despite the final score, Friday's
game against Ludlowe was a closely
contested match. The game was well
played with a minimum number of
fouls and penalties by each team.

At the start of the game, the Wavers
seemed to be having problems with
their defense and, during the first two
minutes of the first quarter, called a
time-out. After this breather, the team
seemed to jell and showed Ludlowe that
Darien could have an aggressive
offense. However, at the half, Ludlowe
was ahead by the score of 19-15.

When the teams came back on the
court the hooDsters continued to
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By DAVID BAUDER
Coming down the home stretch of

their most successful season in ages,
the Darien Hoopsters found themselves
nearing a playoff berth in the counties
and have clinched a spot in the state
tourney.

The Wavers traveled to Trumbull on
Friday, Jan. 23, in a battle for first
place in the Eastern Division of the
FCIAC, but they suffered a tough
defeat, 45-44. The game was just as
close as the score indicates. Since the
game, though, Trumbull has lost three
straight to put the Blue Wave right
back into playoffpicture. (The two best
teams in Eastern Division Will reach
the FCIAC Championship playoffs,)

In a frimtic finish, the Eagles needed
several key free throws in the final

_____________. seconds to overcome a fourth quarter

Icemen Bounce Back, Slash Staples
By JONATHAN DAHL Staples, Coach Clark decided to make a it." His second tally a low slapper 20

The team emptied the bench and ch~ge.He went with two lines instead feet out, was tenned ':lousy" by Sinclair
surrounded its goaltender. The fans of hIS usual three. . . Rince the Staples' netminder ap-
went berserk. The scene resembled a The strategy worked bnlliantly. The parently fanned on it. However, it was
slate championship. offense .stunned the Wreckers with good enough to give the Wavers a 5·4

The Wavers haven't won the States three qUIck breakaway goals by Burch lead and his third goal in the final
yet. But their 6-4 upset victory over Baylor, Jeff Taylor and Jamie Wid· perilXi iced the contest.
Staples, the Eastern Division leader(in mann. The pucksters continued their offen-
the FCIAC), on January 29, gave Th~n, the Wa'!ers' defense, sive onslaught when they easily dis-
Darien a new opportunity to repeat this chr~mcallyweak at ~1IDes, allowed f~ur ~sed of~tamfordat the Terry Conners
scene in the State finals this February. straIght g~als, one m the first penod Rink. Mike Barrett, Jeff Taylor and

The big win appeared to give the Blue and three m:the seco~d. It looked like Jamie Widmann led the attack with
Wave the confidence they needed as the pu.cksters wer~ go~g to let another two goals apiece.
they romped over Stamford 6-2 on one slip ~rom th.elr stIcks. They then won their third in a row
January 31, and Andrew Warde 7-3 on B~t, ~Idwaymto the second period, when they. crushed Warde 7-3 at home.
February 2, to lift their over-all record 0al~ Smclair came up with two goals Jamie!Widmanplhelpedlthe Wave cause
to 8-6-2. Wlthm 20 seconds ofeach other that not by tallying two goals and two assists

Until the Wavers beat the Wreckers only turned the game around, but w~eMatt Clinton got a goal and two
in the home encount th h d f '1 d perhaps the whole season for the asSISts.
to come up with the c~:'tche~in:ll;::r. Frozen Wave; Hi8',firstg?a:I. wa~on'a ~'I only,wish.we.h~dstarted,earli,el:,;~
Theircoach Ph'l Cl k I' ed h slap shot from the blue Ime whIch he commented Smclarr on the revived
Dan'en ' hI. ar ,edx.p am . v.: y said he had taken "just for the hell of Wavers., It may not he too late

was avmg a Isappomting .
season. "We haven't been able to get a
consistent team effort for all three
periods ...." He also added, "I don't
think they're [the players] hungry
enough."

So, when the Blue Wave battled with

Ann Votava demonstrates her ability to perform as the girls' gymnas~
tic team has been tumbling to another impressive season. On Wednesday,
February 4, the girls won their most important meet of the year when they
defeated a powerful Greenwich team to lift their record to 9-0. (Photo by
Rob Joseph)


