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How To Survive Winter Vacation In Dak};

By CHERI ABERNATHY and
SHELLY HOGLUND

February vacationis always a time of.
frustration for the Darienites who are
not able to live it up on some Caribbean
isle or ski down a famous mountain in
Vermont. But Darien is not really such
a boring town. There is always someth-
ing people do for amusement.

Since there is such an abundance of
snow, you may see some making use of
it: doing 360’s at the beach or high
school parking lots, hooking up a rope
to the back of a jeep and trying snow
“water skiing,” or ice skating au
naturel at Gorham’s Pond.

If you find these activities too
startling, here are some suggestions for
your own vacation fun: Sculpt giant
snow people. Make up a snow recipe

Carnations

By JACK LOW

As most good times always passina
hurry, so did the February 14 Valen-
tine’s Day celebration.

The card companies supplied some
tasteful and some not so tasteful love
and sex-filled holiday greetings and
walked away with another bundie in
“legal tender.” Lofts’ Candies went up
3.2 points in the New York Stock Ex-
change, besides making many
housewives worth their weight in bon-
bons. And, of course, Cupid ‘faithfully
flew to his yearly task of mating the un-
mated, with arrows of lust that have the
potency of turning a N.O.W. meeting
into a waterbed of sin. Cupid’s plans
were lawfully interfered with, however,
when the Surgeon General declared
that “the lust arrows may be hazardous
to your health, possibly causing cancer
and other bad stuff like that.”

At Darien High, damsels and suitors
had the opportunity on the fourteenth
to express and unleash love that had
been shredding and tearing their
yearning adolescent hearts out. Each
student had the opportunity to send a
telegram and carnation that said
“hello” better than any stick of Wrigley
gum. In a simple love note, passionate
wooers scribbled out their feelings of
adoration on a 2” x 2” compl imentary
card. It was an easy and painless
enough process (unless some big nose
was reading over your shoulder). A
member of the Carnation Sale, Sandra
Snoop said one telegram was steamed
open accidently and she inadvertently
read in full, “I want to caress your
tender ear lobes.” Ms. Snoop refused to
reveal any information concerning the
author of the erotic plea, but she did
mention a clue, saying that “the wolf”’
is a prominent member of the Math

Club, which narrows it down to about
three

Less perverse telegrams were more
common this year, containing light-
hearted comments like, “God, you're
beautiful,” and open confessions like,
“I’ve watched you through your
bedroom window every night and I
think you’re just wonderful. How 'bout
a date?”

But the flower day isn'’t all roses, for
many deflated students booed and
cursed the carnation festivities. They
are the ones who couldn’t hack facing
the fact that they are just not carnation
material, merely wallflowers. Some
fruitlessly tried making crude represen-
tations of the flower in art class. Others
sent one to themselves, and a few poor

book using “Snow Ice Cream” as your
first entry, or walk as far across the
Sound as possible. The epitome would
be to take a day ski trip to Powder
Ridge.

The sledding at Wee Burn,Woodway
and Country Club of Darien is excellent
and also the cross-country skiingis fun.
Skis are available for one-day rental at
both Bob’s and Darien Sport Shops.

If you really are not into the snow
scene, pretend it’s summer; try on your
old swimming suit to see if it still fits
and head to the Darien YMCA for a
quick dip. Wash your car. Go to a travel
agency to get the scoop on all the latest
hot spots.

Now if none of this has caught your
attention, there are always various
miscellaneous pleasures in Darien. You

Catch Cupid

souls rushed down to Nielson’s Florist
after homeroom humiliation. They
were in constant fear, as people jeered
and sneered at them, yelling cruelties
like, “the dud without a bud!” and wav-
ing fresh posies up their nosies.

For these disililusioned, broken-
hearted, swept - under- the-rug stem
collectors, there are still a few
alternatives and suggestions for next
year. Put your money where your
mouth is — buy a tube of Close-Up
toothpast. Sabotage those heart-pierc-

ing blooms with. sulfuric.acid'thiehights

before Carnation Day.

If all else fails, buy some
Whitman Samplers for your
grandmother. She’'d be glad to give you
a free kiss and hug, and maybe a few
bucks if you're lucky.

Talerni d Stage

By ZIGGY STARDUST

Once every week on Wednesday
nights, from 7:30 to 9:00, they can be
heard in the music room diligently put-
ting their musical talent to use.

These talented student musicians
from DHS are relatively unknown to
those of us who are not part of the world
of music at our high school. It is only
when they perform in one of their
limited appearances that we can really
appreciate the quality of music ex-
pressed by the stage band.

Under the direction of Donald “Doc”
Cunningham, who doubles as the con-
ductor and lead trumpet for the band,
the many musical talents of the in-
dividual students are combined.

Among the talented students in the
band are Gair Mackenzie on the string
bass, who along with drummers Bob
Raidt and Bill Flanagan, set the tempo
and beat for the rest of the band. Gair's
younger brother, Jamie, supports the
trumpet section along with Dan Wood.

could eat breakfast at a different place
every morning — the Sugar Bowl,
Howard Johnson’s, Duchess, Frien-
dly’s, International House of Pancakes
and McDonalds. Committing a slight
misdemeanor will make you the talk of
the town when your name is printed in
the police blotter of the Darien
newspapers. Try catching up on all the
soap operas — find out how exciting
your life could be! Drive back and forth
through the toll booths on 95 and get to
know the money-takers personally. You
might like to go to Victoria Station to
try out weird, exotic and bizarre drinks;
try looking up new drink names in a
drink dictionary and quiz the
bartender.

A change of scenery could benice. Go
to the midnight movie in Westport
where all the action is. The people in
Westport and New Canaan are good for

“hoy” or “girl watching.” New York

City is full of cultural sites,and if you
don’t have your heart set on one
Broadway play in particular, thereis a
two-for-the-price-of-one booth in Times
Square every day with all leftover play
tickets on sale. Brew and Burger, thein-
famous restaurant where you can get
all the beer you can drink, is located
throughout the City. A stop in the
Bronx Zoo is a pleasure for kids from 6
to 60. Relate each of the animals to one
of your friends. Carry a few books and
pop into one of the nearby colleges and
enjoy yourself by impersonating a
college student.

Out of all these great suggestions,
therehave to be some that are right for
you. If after four days of trying these
new ideas you are still bored, why not
hang it all up and go to your room and
cry?
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Members of the DHS Stage Band are shown diligently practicing to im-

prove their skills. Left to right are Clark Porter, Jamie MacKenzie, Gair
MacKenzie, and Peter Francesconi. (Photo by Jenny Taylor)

Peter Francesconi plays the only
baritone sax in the band and is also ex-
cellent on the flute, clarinet and
trumpet.

The sax section is the band’s
strongest asset. Along with Frances-
coni, the sax section includes Gregg
Hartvigsen on lead alto sax, Liz Duffon
second alto sax, Clark Porter on first
tenor sax, Liz Duff on second alto sax,
Clark Porter on first tenor sax and
Anne Griffin on fourth tenor sax. The
combined talents of Chris Lane and
Vick Dubrowski make up the trom-
bone section and on the keyboards is
Stacy Hammond.

In the past the stage band has
entertained a wide variety of audiences.
Most recently the band played before
students and teachers during the lunch

Band Emerges From Obscurity

period in the senior commons. Before
that appearance they also played
before many enthusiastic Darien
residents during the Christmas
Cohncert. The sound of the stage band is
basically one of the big band era which
includes arrangements by Tommy
Dorsey and Artie Shaw, as well as
modern tunes such as “Feelings,” “Tie
A Yellow Ribbon Round the Old Oak
Tree,” and the jazzy “Fifth” by
Beethoven.

The stage band’s popularity is 1n-
creasing and the band has been re-
quested to play again in the senior com-
mons and in the Spring Concert. The
highlight event of the year for the band
will be on March 26, when itisinvited to
play in the University of Bridgeport’s
Jazz Clinic.
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