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Pucksters Slash Ludlowe,
Tripped Up By Senators

After a week-and-a-half's rest, a third .

place finish in the Stamford Jamboree,
and an impressive 8-1 romp over Wes-
thill, the Blue Wave pucksters resumed
league play with a come-from-behind

victory over Roger Ludlowe and a’

disappointing 50 loss to Brien
McMahon.

The Wavers first traveled to
Bridgeport to take on a highly regarded
Ludlowe squad on/January 9.

Darien started to go to work in the.

second period to test the Ludlowe net-
minder. Tom Holland started the scor-
ing for Darien as he deked past a Tiger

defenseman and the goalie to deposit"

the score-tying goal. Ludlowe, however,
pulled ahead with two straight goals
for what looked to be an in-
surmountable lead. But with three
minutes remaining Matt Clinton
started the Darien rally as he scored on
a long shot from the point to close the
margin at 3-2. Fired up from this, the
Wavers closed the period’s scoring as
Matt James scored from a bad angle off
passes from Clinton and Pete Romanos
with only one second left in the frame.

A confident Darien squad came out
buzzing around the Ludlowe net, put-
ting pressure on with several close
shots. It looked as though the Tigers
were going to hold onto the tie as their
goalie stymied the Darien shooters.
Mike Barrett, however, put the Wave
ahead for good as he put away a
rebound of a shot by James.

The next night the pucksters took on
an excellent McMahon squad at the
Darien Ice Rink in a big game for both
clubs.

Aquamen Continue

By SUSAN LANE

Despite the swamping they received
from Greenwich on December 19, 68-
104, Darien swimmers are having a
winning season. Left in wake have:
been St. Mary’s, 63-18; Wilton, 113-59;
Trumbull, 92-65; and Staples, 98-74.

The Trumbull meet was close,’

although Darien held the lead
throughout. The freestyle events were
Darien’s specialty. In the 200-yard
freestyle Mike Bowley, Jim Shannon,
and Pat Murphy pulled in first, second
and third respectively. The 500-yard
freestyle also proved to be Darien’s own
with Mike Bowley, Jim Shannon, and
Scott Kenney taking first, second, and

Right after the-initial face-off the
Wavers set up camp in the Senators’
zone and made numerous scoring op-
portunities for themselves in the first
six minutes. The Big Blue, however,
could not punch one across as the
closest they could come was a shot by
Jamie Widman which kissed the post.

From the final minutes of the first-

period to the entire second period
McMahon was dominant and exploded
for three straight goals as they
peppered Ashbaugh with several shots.

The third period saw two more
unanswered McMahon goals and
several missed opportunities for
Darien.

Hoopsters Drop

By DAVID BAUDER

After consecutive victories over
Stamford, Staples, Norwalk, and
Warde, Darien’s dreams of an
undefeated basketball team were
brought to a close with twolossesin the
first week ofthe new year. A rusty Wave
team was tamed by Stamford Catholic
on January 6 by a score of 72-59, and
Brien McMahon, the best team in the
league, was given a fight before prevail-
ing 55-50.

The Blue Wave moved out to a slim
lead in the first quarter, and their
margin was. at its greatest when they
led 17-12. At this point, the roof fell in.
Catholic scored the last 12 points in the
quarter to take a 24-17 lead that they
never relinquished. The Crusaders
repeatedly stood off Darien comeback

Frank Carter and Jamie Widmann, Blue Wave pucksters, mix it up at a
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recent home game. (Photo by Rob Joseph)

Two, Rebound Against Ridgefield

tries in the last three quarters to take
the win.

Rod Walters, who scored a career-
high 36 points against Norwalk, led the
Wavers in this outing with 20 points.
Paul Sellew, whose best previous even-
ing was 31 points against Staples, had
14. Bob Harford also chipped in with 14,
nine during the fourth quarter in an
aborted comeback try.

The Wavers came home on Friday,
January 9, to face the Brien McMahon
Senators, who are undefeated and con-
sidered one of the finest teams in the
state. Darien put forth a good effort but
they were frustrated, losing 55-50.

Darien, as they usually do, jumped
into the lead quickly, and held it
throughout a first quarter highlighted
only by sloppy shooting, especially. by

To Make Way Towards State Tournament

third. Bob Allen and Pat Murphy
earned first and second in the 100-yard
freestyle; Bob Allen took another first
in the 50-yard freestyle with Jon Bates
placing third in the same event.

Although Darien has a few outstan-
‘ding swimmers for the back, breast,
and butterfly strokes, this is obviously
where they lack depth. Chris Layton
placed second in both the back and

butterfly events. The breast stroke

fared better with Bob Huse and Jack
Devito placing first and second.

The relay teams are another Darien
strongpoint. The freestyle relay con-
sisting of Scott Kenney, Jim Shannon,
Mike Bowley and Pat Murphy, and the
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medley relay, consisting of Chris
Layton Andy Whetmore, Bob Allen,
and Bob Huse, both placed first, win-
ning their events easily.

" The meet against Staples on Friday,
January 9, was similar to the Trumbull
contest. Darien again held the lead
throughout the meet.

With Bob Allen, Jim Shannon, Mike
Bowley and Pat Murphy all placing in
their events, Darien dominated the
freestyle events. Chris Layton, Rick
Gould, Jack Devito, Mike Bowley and
Andy Whetmore scored points for
Darien in theback, breast and butterfly
events.

“Romances have put the season’s
outlook in jeopardy, but other than that
we should win the Class L state cham-
pionship,” Coach Sangster explained.
When asked if Darien could revenge the
defeat to Greenwich in the Open State
championships, captain Jim Shannon
replied, “There’s a possibility, but it’s
very slim. They have so much depth.”

McMahon. The score was only 13-7.

The Senators rallied early in the
second period to tie the score at 16-16,
and slowly moved ahead to take a 29-24
lead at halftime. The Wavers were
fortunate to be behind only by five
points as they shot an atrocious 29%
from the field.

Things looked bleak for Darien when
McMahon upped their lead to eight
points in the third quarter, and when
one of their big guns, Rod Walters,
fouled out. But the Wave staged a
dramatic rally to tie the score at 39-39,
which drove the crowd into a frenzy.

The fourth quarter turned out to be a
defensive battle as McMahon forced
Darien to commit some costly
turnovers to take a 4942 lead. Once
again, the.Blue. Waye refused.to,fold
under the pressure. Led by Paul Sellew
and Tom Watkins, they closed the lead
down to three, but unfortunately for the
gutsy Wavers, time ran out.

The Wavers got back on the winning
track with a 6748 victory over.
Ridgefield on Tuesday, Jan. 13. )

It took a while for the teams to get
started in the first quarter, and
Ridgefield led 14-10. Paul Sellew and
Bob Harford found the range in the
second quarter, scoring ten and eight
points respectively, but the Tigers were:
behind only by two at the half, mainly
on the strength of 15 offensive
rebounds.

Darien slowly increased their lead
early in the second half, and blew it
open in the fourth quarter.

In the preliminary game, the junior
Wave won their first game of the
season, 47-40.

Darien has an important Eastern
Division showdown at Trumbull on
Friday, Jan. 23. The game will have
much bearing on whether or not the
Blue Wave can make it into the league
playoffs.

Gymnasts Vault To Victory

By BETSY ADAMS

The girls’ gymnastics team opened
its season with victory, defeating
Staples and North Haven on January 8
at a tri-meet at Staples. The final score
was Darien 74.8, North Haven 61.4, and
Staples 48.5.

Darien was strong in all events
particularly vaulting in which Karin
Arneberg won first place, co-captain
Anita Hammer second, and co-captain
Winky Ward third. Other strengths
were the uneven bars where Winky
Ward took first place, Karin Arneberg
second, and Caroline McKenna fourth.

Karin Ameberg also came in first in

floor ex, with Joanne Munson taking

‘fourth in that event. On the beam, Ms.

Arneberg took second place with
Beverly Johnson in fourth place.

“I think that this fantastic victory
shows that Darien is going to be a great
team this year with a good possibility of
being undefeated,” commented Ms.
Hammer.

The away gymnastic meet against
Stamford and McMahon scheduled for
Jan. 12 was cancelled due to the lack of
available judges. The meet has since
been rescheduled for February 10.

The Blue Wavers competed against a
strong Westhill team on January 15 at
7:00 p.m. in the Darien gym. (Results
were not available at press time.)
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