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Cagers Gain Honorsy

By DAVID BAUDER

The Darien Hoopsters’ quest for glory

in the state tournament ended on
March 1 with a 52-50 loss to Kaynor
Tech. The season ended with a 12-7
~record overall, the best year for a
"Darien basketball team in over a
decade.

The Wavers made Richard
Percudani’s final year as coach a
pleasant one. Mr. Percudani an-
nounced earlier this year that this
season was to be his fourth and last at
the Darien helm.

The Wavers finished the regular

" 'season with an 11-5 record. In the 82-60
victory over Westhill, Paul Sellew
scored 29 points, but he missed winning
théleaguescoring title by a fraction ofa
point.

From here Darien moved on to
participate in the county playoffs. This
was the first time the school ever sent a
team to this event, which has taken
place annually since the early 1960’s.
The Wavers had the misfortune of play-
ing eventual champion Rippowam in
the first game. A very strong effort was
put forth, but the Warriors managed to
squeak by, 52-48.

The next post-season event for the
Wavers was the state tournament, the
first venture there since 1965. Darien’s
first contest was against upstate
Windsor Locks. After Windsor cut a
Darien lead to two midway through the
final quarter, the Wavers completely
took over on their way to a 64-49 vic-
tory.

The next game was against Kaynor
Tech, a team ranked #1 in Darien’s
class. The game was evenly played
throughout, but DHS couldn’t make the
big“play at the end. and Kaynor
squeezed through with the win. The
Darien fans, who had done a good job of
supporting the team through most of
the year were, unfortunately,
conspicuous by_ their absence at this
game and Kaynor's large, rowdy cheer-
‘ing section gave them a boost during
the game.

Coach Percudani praised the year’s
performance as ‘‘a good team effort,”
and singled out each player for his con-
tributions.

Paul Sellew eamed plaudits from his
coach for his team-leading rebounding
and scoring efforts. His averages were

19.8 and 11.3 in both departments.

Percudani singled out Rod Walter’s

ability to “defend the best forward on
the .other team, and contribute to the
scoring underthe basket.”” Rod finished
with a 16’2 scpring norm, one of the top
ten in the league.

Paul Hendrv played his best basket-

Paul Sellew and Rod .Walters,
second and seventh most prolific
scorers respectively in the FCIAC,
have been named to the County
All-Star Team. Paul was named to
the first team as center, and Rod
was a second team forward.

ball of the season in the three post-
season games. He averaged over 12:
points a game with the pressure on and
he was a consistent rebounder through
the year. Percudani pointed to the
strength off theboards in his comments
on Hendry.

Percudani was happy with the way

Allen Kirkley was “‘able to defend the
best guard on ‘the opposition.” Allen
was the team leader in assists.

Bob Harford drew notice for his
ability “to handle pressure in the

" backcourt and lead the press offense.”

Bob displayed a good outside shot and
will be the only starter to return next
year.

Tom Watkins was noted for his
“ability to come off the bench and con-
tribute key steals” during the season.

When all is said and done, the key tc
the success of this year’s team can
probably be traced to one element,,
defense. The Wavers gave up almost. 20
less points per game this year thah in
the previous campaign. Darien held its
opposition under 60 points 15 times this
year, compared to only once last year!.
This is probably the primary reason
that the Darien basketball program
was turned around this year.
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Paul Sellew, captain and leading scorer for the 1975-76 hoopsters, passes
‘off toa t.eammate.(Photo by Rob Joseph)

Swimmers Sink Records,
Capture State Crown

By SUSAN LANE
As a finale to its fine season, the
Darien High School Swim Team clin-
ched an undisputed first place in the
Division . CIAC '‘Championships
Friday, Marchi 5.’

As usual the Wavers dominated the -

freestyle events and even made a good

Ottavi Quits: Skiers Third In State

' By JONATHAN DAHL )
Under the reins of Coach Navio Ot-
tavi, the Darien High School Ski Team
raced to another top-notch season by
posting a 7-2 divisional record (13-5
overall) and placed third in the Connec-
ticut Interscholastic Ski League
(C.1.S.1..) State Championship meet.
However, the skiers’ only coachsince

the team'was formetifi 1969 explained
in a recent Neirad interview that this
season would be his last. Mr. Ottavi
cited as a major reason for his
resignration from ski coaching the need
to spend more time on his classroom
duties. He also pointed out that the has-
sle of fund raising (the ski team is only
partially subsidized by the Board of
Ed.) and of making long drives “lead
me to conclude it is maybe time to let
others carry on.”

The snowmen will miss the coach’s

services. His six-year record spoke for’

itgelf as his teams never lost more than
‘two meets in a single season.
The Blue Wavers’ 7-2 mark in the

Blue Division of the C.I.S.L. was good.

enough to put them inasecond place tie
with Ridgefield and Wooster. Since
only the two top finishers in the Blue
and Red Divisions can qualify for the
State Championships a tri-meet playoff
was needed to break the tie.

Led by Jeff Armstrong, whom Coach
Navio Ottavi regarded as ‘“our con-
sistent number one skier,” the Wavers

“8queeked by 95, and wiped
out Ridgefield' 974 ‘each ‘the ‘four-
way title meet with Staples, Greenwich
and Fairfield Prep.

In the two-day competition held at
Mt. Southington on March 2 and 3, the
Blue Wave was just edged out by
winner, Staples, and runner-up
Greenwich, to come out with a third
place standing in the State. Once
again, Jeff Armstrong was the stand-
out forDarien as his'time for tworuns
was the second best of all the skiers.

“I was disappointed when we did not
win the state title,” commented Coach
Ottavi. “But, in retrospect, I think we
did as well as we could have with the
talent and material we had.”

showing in the breast, back, and
butterfly strokes. The observation that
this is one of Darien’s best swim teams
is affirmed by thenumberofrecords the
poolsters broke at the State Cham-
pionships.

Starting the Wave rolling was Mike
Bowley, who took a firstin the 200-yard
freestyle, setting new school and
Division L records. Jim Shannon
handed in a new school record in the in-
dividual medley in which he placed
first. In the backstroke, Chris Layton
took an unexpected first, setting a
school record. The swift 400-yard frees-
tyle relay team of Mike Bowley, Jim
Shannon, Pat Murphy, and Bob Allen
placed first and Darien found itself
breaking another state division and
school record. Darien swimmers held a

At the all-school countles held in
Greenwich on Feb. 28, the Blue Wave
swim team wasn’t as fortunate, placing
second behind Greenwich. The

-Cardinals, an extraordinarily strong

and large team, aren’t in the L Division
8o Darien didn’t swim against them in
thestatecompetition.

In the FCIAC dual meet cham-
pionship held on February 25 at Wes-
thill, the Blue Wave, the winner of the
Eastern Division, was pitted against
Greenwich, the Western Champion.
The Cardinals again turned up vic-
torious beating the Wavers by 46
points.

Pucksters Edged In State Tourney, Call Foul Play

The Blue Wave Ice Hockey Team
finished its season on a sad note, losing
to Staples 54 in overtime at the Terry
Conners Rink in Stamford on
Saturday, February 28, in the Division
I state quarterfinals.

The first period was a tight-checking
stanza which saw very few good scor-
ing opportunities for either team. Both
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teams, however, took advantage of
whatever chances they had with the
Wavers coming out with a 2-1 lead.
Darien struck first with sophomore
Tom Holland lifting a centering pass
from Jeff Taylor over the Staples net-
minder. Eight minutes later,
defenseman Craig Sinclair deked past
the Wrecker goalie after taking lead
passes from Taylor and Mike Barrett
for a 2-0 lead. With approximately four
minutes left in the opening period play
was stopped for a Wrecker tripping
penalty.

Right afterthe whistle blew a Staples
player was lying on the ice bleeding
from the mouth. Despite not having
seen an infraction the referee called a
three-minute penalty on Jamie Wid-
mann after conferring with the
timekeeper. Staples took advantage of
the powerplay for their initial tally.
This series of events caused the Waver

coach Phil Clark to file a protest that

was denied three days later.

The second period saw the Wave in
constant shorthanded situations,
which resulted in a total lack of offense.
Staples tied the game up on a goal by
their star defenseman Tim Bensey.

In the third period, Holland scored
his second goal very much like his first

one to give Darien a 3-2 lead. Bensey,

however, came back with two quick
goals to give Staples the lead for the
first time. It seemed it would be the -
Wave’s last period of the season until
the two minute mark when Barg
scored on a scramble in front. g e
Wrecker cage to send the game mto
overtime.

Only sixteen seconds into the
overtime period the Wave took a delay
of game penalty to give Staples another
one of its many powerplays that night. |
Bensey once again took adventage of it
as he scored his fourth goal of the game
on a loose rebound to end it at 5-4.

Darien finished the campaign with
an overall 12-8-2 record.




