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County Title

Best Season
ing an early lead of 7-2. Finally, the

Maloney matman managed to reverse
Lou and pin him late in the second .
period.

Another award winning grappler
was senior co-captain Joe Lombardo.
Lornbardo fought relentlessly, winning
all but one match. Joe was awarded a
bronze medal for his fine third place
finish. John Kmtky finished strong,
winning his last match in a 2-1
overtime decision. Four Darien wres­
tlers finished in fourth place. John
Stevenson at 169 pounds and Artie
Vansciver at 187 both finished fourth.
The two seniors both finished with im·
pressive rerords and their ability will
be greatly missed next year. Returning
placetakers will be sophomore Chris
Kratky, fourth place at 100 pounds, and
junior Dave MacDonald, fourth place
at 140 pounds.

Coach Girard and his matmen had
the most successful wrestling season in
Darien history.

For
There were many fine performances

given by other team members. Eileen
Pollart took third in the high jump, and
Betsy Seel came in fourth in the mile
run. Finally, the short relay team, con­
sisting of Annette Spivey, Kelly
Moran, Kathy Shanahan, and Lynn
Ellison placed fourth.

.Coach Del Mautte was delighted with
,the girls' .victory.. At first, he was
worried that the absences of a few
members would hurt the team, but later
remarked, 'The girls who stayed. and
worked came through in fine style."

The boys' indoor track team did not
do as well as hoped, however, placing a
disapl»inting twelfth in the battle
for the FCIAC title held on February 22
at the Wilton fieldhouse.

The boys' team, affected by illness,
managed to get only two points
towards their twelfth place. These
points came from Chuck Lemacher,
.whoplaced fourth in the shot put event.

Coach Mautte is looking forward to a
promising season next year as a ma­
jority of both the girls' and boys' team
will be returning.

Lock Up

Sprint

By TED CARLTON

By LESLIE EVANS

Grapplers

Winter Track Tri-captain Lynn Ellison demonstrates her winning form
that led her to win two of the five first places captured by Darien in the
Fairfield County Championships. Darien girls won the FCIAC title with 37
points, a seven-point margin over second place Stamford, in the first-ever
Fairfield County girls' indoor track championship meet. (Photo by Rob
JosepbJ.

Tracksters

More than three months of grueling
workouts and nearstarvation ended for
the twelve Darien matmen when the
wrestling team finished an outstan­
ding season by capturing third place in
the Class L state tournament in Glas­
tonbury on Saturday, March 6.

Under the tenacious leadership of
Coach Jim Gimrd, seven out of the
twelve Darien matme~ finished in
fourth pl!lce or better. Stealing second
place was Lou Procaccini in the
unlimited weight class. "The Proc"
surprised an entire upstate spectator
population by battling his way into the
finals. In the last match of the
tournament, Lou faced his only defeat,
losing to an impressive Maloney High
opponent. Boasting a 54 win and 2 loss
record including 35 pins, the Maloney
star was highly favored to take a gold.
Proc surprised the entire crowd by tak·
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Darien was one of the sixteen teams
out of sixty·six in the state who The girls' indoor .trackt:eam cap-
qualified for the State Championships tured the FClAC title on February 19 at
held on Feb. 28. Darien placed second in the Wilton fieldhouse, by successfully
the States with a high score of 80.65. defeating nine area teams in the first-
First place wentt9 thestrong Simsbury ever Fairfield Comity girls' indoor
team, which scored '85.35 points while track c~ampionship. . .
third place wemtoConard .with 78.55 . Thegtrls amassedtherrpomts bytak-
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Winky Ward won fOurth place on the C ta" L Elli 1 d h

uneven bars for Darien scoring 6.95 ~p rn yon .son ea er team
points. Karin Ameberg captured to V1cto~by captunng two of the Blue

d h i' h Wavers five first places. She placed
secon place on the <?tse vau t Wlt 8.3 fir t' b th th fift rd h dl (.
points and Winky Ward tied for fifth s rn 0 e y-ya ur es m
l·th f78' . ts 0 th 7.7 seconds), and the high jump with a
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fifth
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the all-around with a total of 29.35
points. Ann Votava was fifth with
27.95 and Winky Ward seventh with
26.70. .
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SPEEDSTER
OF THE MONTH

· Geoffrey McKenzie, Darien Highl
School senior, has been named
S~dster of the Month by' the

, American Speedreading Academy
in Darien.

Geoff's friends know he is an
· Honors student, plus working

many hours. a week with his
favorite subject, horses. His good
grades were not the result of any
previous skill in reading, since
before enrolling at the American
Speedreading school his skills'
were abOut average: 299 words a
~inute with 52% comprehension.
But Geoff worked as hard at
Speedreading as he does at other'
subjects, and finished the 10-ses­
sion course' testing 3270 words a
minute with 82% comprehension.:
Congratulations, Geoffl

Anyone int~rested in improving
reading speed and comprehension
is invited to contact the American'
Speedreading Academy, 37 Corbin.
Drive (across the street from the
post office), 655-9677. Testing,
consultation and a trial lesson are
free. Advertisement

The '75-76 girls' ~tiC8 team
I wound up its season witlt--a supe~
record of 14-Q. The team c~ed the

,FCIAC title and placed seciiRd iI)-'the
State Team Championshipi~ the
State Individuals,Darien came through
with eight medals out of a possible
thirty.

Ten teams competed in the FCIAC
Championships on February 20 in the
DHS gym. Darien's closest contender

· for the county title was a strong
Greent'ch team. Darien, however, ex­
celled all four events and won the

'cham Ionships. The top three team
scor~were: Darien, 78.80; Greenwich,
75.25i" and Staples, 57.60.

on the uneven bars, co-captain
Winky Ward's strong routine won first
place with a score of 7.3. Karin
Arneberg followed in third place with

Female Gymnasts,Tracksters Capture FCIAC Titles
Gymnasts Take Second In States

5.15'points and Ann Votava in fourth
with 5.05 points.

Karin Arneberg's Yamashita vault
-Won her first place with a high score of
.8.1 in the horse vault competition. Ann
Votava swept third with 7.4 points.
Winky Ward followed in fifth with 7.25
points and co-eapUiin Anita Hammer
tied for sixth place with 7.0 points.

On the balance beam, Ms. Arneberg
placed third with a score of 6.6 points
while Ann Votava tied for sixth place
with a score of 6.1.

In floor ex, Kariri Arneberg's
"sprightly" performance to. the tune of
"Rock Around the Clock" gave her
second place 'with 7.2 points. Ann
Votava's strong routine won her fifth
place with a score of 6.85 points.
Sophomore Bev Johnson came in sixth
with 6.2 points.

As a result oHheir excellent overall
performances, Karin Arneberg and
Ann Votava were awarded first and.
second places, respectively, in the all­
around. Ms. Arneberg's total score was
27.05 points while Ms. Votava's was
25.40.



Pucksters Edged In State Tourney, Call Foul Play

Ottavi Quits: Skiers Third ·In State
',-

By JONATHAN DAHL enough to put them inasecondplace tie
Under the reins of Coach Navio Ot- with Ridgefield and W~ster. Since

tavi, the Darien High School Ski Team only the two top finishe1'8 in the Blue
raced to anbther top-notch season by and Red Divisions can qualify for the
posting a 7·2 divisional record (13-5 State Championships a tri-meet playoff
overall) and placed third in the Connec- was needed to break the tie.
ticut Inte1'8cholastic Ski League Led by JeffArmstrong, whom Coach
(C.I.S.L.) State Championship meet. Navio Ottavi regarded as "our con-

. Howe'yj}L,Jll~,lIki~!JiI'.on!~ coach-since sistent number one skier," the Wavers
~heteam'wafJ·f~'rtii~fi"T~g:~'t~-"-sque~~Q¥;~OO~~t,~Z\9~."~4v?ped
lD a recent NelTad mtelVlew that this out Rldgefield'9746 'to reaCh the 'four-
season would be his last. Mr. Ottavi way title meet with Staples, Greenwich
cited as a major reason for his and Fairfield Prep.
resignl'ation from ski coaching the need In the twlHiay competition held at
to spend more time on his classroom Mt. Southington on March 2 and 3, the
duties. He also pointed out that the has- Blue Wave was just edged out by
sle offund raising (the ski team is only winner, Staples, and runner-up
partially subsidized by the Board of Greenwich, to come out with a third
Ed.) and of making long drives "lead place standing in the State. Once
me to conclude it is maybe time to let again, Jeff Armstrong was the stand-
others carry on." outforDarienas his 'time for tworuns

The snowmen will miss the coach's, was the second best of all the skie1'8.
services. His six-year record spoke for' "I was disappointed when we did not
itself as his teams never lost more than win the state title," commented Coach
'two meets in a single season. Ottavi. "But, in retrospect, I think, we

The Blue Wavers' 7-2 mark in the did as well as we could have with the
Blue Division o-{the C'-I.S.L. was good, talent and ma~rialwe had."
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The second period saw the Wave in
constant shorthanded situations,
which resulted in a total lack ofoffense.
Staples tied the game up on a goal by
their star defenseman Tim Bensey.

In the third period, Holland scored
his second goal very much like his first
one to give Darien a 3-2 lead. Bensey. '
however, came back with two quick
goals to give Staples the lead for the ,
first time. It seemed it would be the'
Wave's last period of the season until
the two minute mark. when B~~"':'"
scored on a scramble lD front,~-.t!~!

Wrecker cage to send the game into
overtime.

Only sixteen seconds into the
overtime period the Wave took a delay
ofgame penalty to give Staples another
one of its many powerplays that night. I

Bensey once again took adventage of it
as he scored his fourth goal ofthe game
on a loose rebound to end it at 5-4. I

Darien finished the campaign with
an overall" 12-8-2 record. '

showing in the breast, back, and
butterfly strokes. The observation that
this is one of Darien's best swim teams
is affirmed by the numberofrecords the
poolste1'8 broke at the State Cham­
pionships.

Starting the Wave rolling was Mike
Bowley, who took a first in the 200-yard
freestyle, setting new school a1}d
Division L records. Jim Shannon
handed in a new school record in the in­
dividual medley in which he placed
first. In the backstroke, Chris Layton
took an unexpected fi1'8t, setting a
school recO~,. The swift 400-yard frees­
tyle relay team of Mike Bowley, Jim
Shannon, Pat Murphy, and Bob Allen
placed fIrst and Darien found itself
breaking another state division and
school record. Darien swimmers held a
100-PQint lead qver, the second place
te8'fu;:'Toqington:",\::F¥:", "''''':,:

At the all-school counties, held in
Greenwich on Feb. 28, the Blue Wave
swim team wasn't as fortunate, placing
second behind Greenwich. The
Cardinals, an extraordinarily strong
and large team, aren't in the L Division
so Darien didn't swim against them in
the state competition. '

In the FCiAC 'dual meet cham·
pionship held on February 25 at Wes­
thill, the Blue Wave, the winner of the
Eastern Division, was pitted against
Greenwich, the Western Champion.
The Cardinals again turned up vic­
torious beating the Wave1'8 by 46
points.

Swimmers Sink Records,
Capture State Crown'

......
Paul Sellew, captain and leading scorer for the 1975-76 hoopsters, passes
off to. a ~ammate:o(P!!ot() bX Rob Joseph)

By SUSAN LANE
As a finale to its fine season, the

Darien High School Swim Team clin­
ched an undisputed first place in the
Division L CIAC :Championships
Friday, Marchi 5. ' _

As usual the Wavers dominated the
freestyle events and even made a good

teams, however, took advantage of
whatever chances they had with the
Wavers coming out with a 2-1 lead.
Darien struck fi1'8t with sophomore
Tom Holland lifting a centering pass
from Jeff Taylor over the Staples net­
minder. Eight minutes later,
defenseman Craig Sinclair deked past
the Wrecker goalie after taking lead
passes from Taylor and Mike Barrett
for a 2-0 lead. With approximately four
minutes left in the opening period play
was stopped for a Wrecker tripping
penalty.

Right after the whistle blew a StapIes
player was lying on the ice bleeding
from the mouth. Despite not having
seen an infraction the referee called a
three-minute penalty on Jamie Wid­
mann after conferring with the
timekeeper. Staples took advantage of
the powerplay for their initial tally.
This series of events caused the Waver
co,ach Phil Clark to file a protest that
was denied three days later.
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The Blue Wave Ice Hockey Team
finished its season on a sad note, losing
to Staples 5-4 in overtime at the Terry
Conners Rink in Stamford on
Saturday, February 28, in the Division
I state quarterfinals.

The fi1'8t period was a tight-checking
stanza which saw very few good scor­
ing opportunities for either team. Both

ball of the season in the three post·
.~ason games. He averaged over 12'
points a game with the pressure on and
he was a consistent rebounder through
the year. Percudani pointed to the
strength offthe boards in his comments
on Hendry.

Percudani was happy with the way
Allen Kirkley was "able to defend the
best guard on 'the opposition." Allen
was the team leader in assists.

Bob Harford drew notice for his
ability "to handle pressure in the
backcourt and lead the press offense."
Bob displayed a good outside shot and
will be the only starter to return next
year.

Tom Watkins was noted for his
"ability to come off the bench and con­
tribute key steals:' during the season.

When all is said and done, the key tc
the success of this year's team can
probably be traced to one element.,
defense. The Wave1'8 gave up almost2(}
less points per game this year thaiJ. in
the previous campaign. Darien held its
opposition under60 points 15 times this
year, compared to only once last year!,
This is probably the primary reason
that the Darien basketball program
was turned around this year.
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Paul Sellew and Rod .Walters,
second and seventh most prolific
scorers respectively in the FCIAC,
have been named to the County
All-Star Team. Paul was named to
the first team as center, and Rod
was a second team forward.

By DAVID BAUDER
The Darien Hoopste1'8' quest for glory ,

in the state tournament ended on
March 1 with a 52-50 loss to Kaynor
Tech. The season ended with a 12-7
record overall, the best year for a

. Darien basketball team in over a
decade.

The Wavers made Richard
Percudani's final year as coach a
pleasant one. Mr. Percudani an­
nounced earlier this year that this
season was to be his fourth and last at
the Darien helm.

The Wave1'8 finished the regular
'season with an 11-5 record. In the 82-60

victory over Westhill, Paul Sellew
scored 29 points, buthemissed winning
th€ league s coring title by a fraction ofa
point.

From here Darien moved on to
participate in the county playoffs. This
was the fi1'8t time the school ever sent a
team to this event, which has taken
place annually since the early 1960's.
The Wave1'8 had the misfortune ofplay­
ing eventual champion Rippowam in
the first game. A very strong effort was
put forth, but the Warrio1'8 managed to
squeak by, 52-48.

The next post-season event for the
Wavers was the state tournament, the
first venture there since 1965. Darien's
first contest was against upstate
Windsor Locks. After Windsor cut a
Darien lead to two midway through the
final quarter, the Wavers completely
took over on their way to a 64-49 vic·
tory.

The next game was against Kaynor
Tech, a team ranked #1 in Darien's
class. The game was evenly played
throughout, but DHS couldn't make the
big"' play at the end,· and ,Kllynor
squeezed through with the win. The
Darien fans, who had done a good job of
supporting the team through most of
the year were, unfortunately,
conspicuous by" their absence at this
game and Kaynor'slarge, rowdy cheer·
ing section gave them a boost during
the game.

Coach Percudani praised the year's
performance as "a good team effort,"
and singled out each player for his con­
tributions.

Paul Sellew earned plaudits from his
coach for his team-leading rebounding
and scoring efforts. His averages were
19.8 and 11.3 in both departments.

Percudani singled out Rod Walter's'
ability to "defend the best forward on '
the ,other team, and contribute to the
scorihg l1nderthe basket."Rod finished'
with a 1672 sepring norm, one of the top
ten in the league.

pliul Hendrv plAyed his best basket- '

Cagers Gain


