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Sangster's Swimmers Cop Another State

By JOSH and CLAY MOLTZ

The DHS Boys’ Swimming Team
made it two in a row Friday night,
March 4, at Yale University, routing
the closest competition by more than
100 points to win its second straight
CIAC State Class [. Championship.
The Wavers wrapped up their cam-
paign Saturday night, March 12, at
Southern Conn. St. College with a
second consecutive runner-up finish in

Hoopster Rally Turns Season Around

By DAVID BAUDER

This year’s edition of the DHS
hoopsters concluded their season with
a 68-31 loss at the hands of Rippowam
~in the first round of the FCIAC
playoffs. The story of the season is not
in that game, but in the tremendous
achievement it was just to get there.

The Blue Wave won five out of their
last six games to change the whole com-
plexion of the campaign. The streak
changed a 2-9 team, that was headed
nowhere fast, into a playoff
participant. Darien defeated all four of
the teams that were ahead of them in
the standings in head-to-head
competition during the last three weeks
of the season.

Rookie coach Rick Ericson pointed to
the stunning win over the first place
Trumbull Golden Eagles as the key to

inney, the Blue Wave’s new
boy’s tennis coach, pictured dur-
ing a break in a paddle tennis
match this winter.
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the State Open Championships.

Coach Mike Sangster's men took
their fourth Class L title in the last six
years as they dominated the Class L
meet and finished a very creditable
second in the Open Championship to a
stronger and larger Greenwich squad.
Team member Andy Wetmore
commented, “Our second place finish
(in the State Open) was especially im-
pressive because we only qualified
seven people for the meet.” Greenwich,

the comeback. “The win against Trum-
bull made the team believe they could
beat anybody,” said the coach. “It took
the team time to learn to play with one
another both offensively and defen-
sively.”

The next link in the comeback story
was the last second 40-38 triumph over
Roger Ludlowe, the first in a series of
“must-win’’ situations for Darien. The
game was won on a desperation throw
from halfcourt by Steve Watkins. After
adull victory over Wilton, the stage was
set for a classic confrontation:

L.ast game of the season. Darien
versus arch-rival New Canaan. Winner
goes to the counties; loser goes home.

Darien came through with one of
their best games of the year at the
perfect time. Gary Wyckoff and Bob
Harford, alias Mr. Inside and Mr. Out-
side, led the team to an exciting 62-54
victory. Wyckoff had 24 points and
hauled in 17 rebounds, while Harford
clicked for 26 points. Coach Ericson
called the game the high point of the
-year. “The victory against New
mmmm theteamconddiwinitive”
big' game'against a tough opponent.”
The final record of the year was 7-11.

Graduation will claim the top six
players on this year’s team. Bob
Harford finished with an average of
17.9 points per game and established
himself as a strong candidate for All-

County honors.
Tom Larkin didn’t score a lot of
points, but nobody worked harder on

on the other hand, had many more

swimmers in the meet. Co-captain .

Chris Layton won Darien’s sole first
place, as he was crowned state cham-
pion in the 100-yard backstroke. DHS’s
other co-captain, Bob Allen, also
starred as he took a thxrd in the 50-yard
freestyle.

In destroying the field in the State
Class L meet, the Blue Wave captured
six of a possible eleven firsts and ac-
cumulated numerous other high

defense and under the boards. “Tom set
a fine example of what dedication and
hard work are all about,” explained the
coach. “Cooz” was co-captain along
with Harford.

Coach Ericson had a few things to
say about the future of the basketball
program in Darien. “A great deal more
must be provided in the availability of
facilities and town programs if the
program is to be consistently
successful. Players, parents, and sup-
porters of Darien basketball will have
to be organized and vocal in their re-
quests for needed improvements.”
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finishes. Wetmore, m reference to the
large number of places won by Darien,
stated, “The great depth the team had
was a big factor in our success.”
Darien’s depth in the freestyle eventg;
proved to be one of the keys to the Blye's
championship. Co-captain Bob' ‘Allen
placed first in the 50-yard free, with
Jonathan Bates second. Bates thén
added a win in the 100 freestyle to hig
day’s work, as senior Pat Murphy ‘con-
tributed a third place finish: and ).

Simms a fifth. Pat also took se nd n

the 200-yard free. Finally, the
swimmers combined to take.the.
yard freestyle relay. ' . -

As he did in the CIAC Open, Ghiis
Layton won the 100-yard,backstro N
and along with Rick Gould, Wetmote
and Allen outdistanced the competition
to win the medley relay, establishing a
new divisional state mark 'in .the
process. Gould also was.fourthein the
100 breastroke, and Wetmore fourth in
the 100-yard butterfly. ‘

Darien similarly dommated the div-
ing event, with Scott Gallagher and
Carl Grimm winning first and second,
and Jay Cummings placing fourth.

Himebauch Leaves For New Post

By JOSH MOLTZ
Commentary,
After eight years at DHS, Jack

Himebauch quietly left Darien recen-
tly, announcing his resignation from
the staff at a faculty meeting Wednes-
day afternoon, March 16. Mr.
Himebauch has taken a position as an
assistant football coach at Miami
University in Oxford, Ohlo, effectlve
immediately.

In.. accepting the " post.-at “Miami,
Coach Himebauch will be “going
home,” as Miami is his alma mater.
Himebauch said that his job would in-
volve “full time coaching, with no class
assignments.” He added that he was
“really looking forward to coaching at
the college level, at a ‘big time’ football
school.” Aside from coaching (where he
will handle tackles and tight ends), Mr.

s oo

Tennis Mentor Finally Chosen

By JOHN TIBBETTS

Finally, one week before the start of
the boys’ tennis season, a new coach
was hired. He is Peter Kinney, 29, of
Darien.

Kinney, who plays both paddle ten-
nis and tennis, was in the area for the
Men’s National Platform Tennis
Championships when he heard from
friends that the coaching job at DHS
was open.

Kinney is not exactly a novice at
coaching tennis. He and his sister Gay
handled the women’s coaching at MIT.
From there he went on to coach a com-
bined team from Greenwich and Darien
to a sixth place finish in the nation in
the National City Tennis Cham-
pionships.

Kinney himself has an impressive
tennis record. While attending Mt.
Hermon in Massachusetts, he was both
the number one player and captain.
From there, he went on to Williams
College and played number three
singles and number one doubles.

After college, Kinney spent two
years going to school in Paris, Italy,
and London. From there, Kinney
became involved in some property
management in Maryland. Upon
receiving his coaching job here, he was
able to take a few months off from his
job.

Charles Avedisian, director of
athletics for the Darien schools, said
that the hiring of Kinney ended a long
search involving clubs, colleges in
Connecticut, and the entire school
system in Darien. When asked to
comment on Kinney, Avedisian said,
“From what I know of Peter Kinney
and his background, I am impressed
with his coaching and teaching
abilities.”

Dave MacDonald:

By PAT BRADY

Co-captain of the Darien wrestling
team, Dave MacDonald, has turned in
the perfect performance of this season.
After going 15-0 through the dual meet
season, the 140-pound grappler swept
the counties, and then did likewise in
the Class L State Championships. His
next feat was to emerge victorious in
the State Open Championships on
March 12.

What does all this mean? It means
that Dave finished the year with a
flawless 26-0 record. It also means that
Dave MacDonald is the best 140-pound
wrestler in the state of Connecticut.

Dave led the team in points, pins, and
wins this season. He accumulated 67
points with six pins, and his record was

‘the best in the history of the Darien

High School wrestling team.

Himebauch will spend a lot ot time
scouting and recruiting, and will be the,
football team’s representative to the ad-
missions office.

Coach Himebauch came to Darienin’
1969, hired to rebuild the Blue Wave's
sagging football program, and develop
it into a contender. DHS improved
slowly but surely under his mentorshxp,
but never reached the'goals  Hisitome

‘1975, Himebauch ‘tesigned ‘from his
coaching duties, but remained as a
teacher. The next season, the Blue
posted its best record in years, with a
team that had been for the most part
developed by its former coach.

Although expressing his regrets at
leaving Darien, Himebauch
commented, “Coaching takes a number
of moves to move up the ladder.”

Coach Himebauch got his job
partially through an old friend. Before
coming to DHS, Himebauch had
coached at Mentor High School in
Ohio. The head coach at Mentor isnow
the head coach at Miami, and
remembering Himebauch, offered him
the job. Unknown to most people inthe
DHS community, Himebauch coached
last year at Fordham University in
New York, and it was this experience
that really landed the Miami position
for him.

Dedication Pays Off

During his sophomore year Dave was
plagued with a leg injury, which
sidelined him for most of the season. He
finished the year with a 2-2 record.
Dave still progressed. As a junior he
finished the season with a 11-5 mark.
Now he is the state champion. Dave
says he owes his success to “clean
living, hard work, and determination.”

Among Dave’s other ac-
complishments has been his recent
acceptance at West Point Military
Academy. He had been nominated by
Senator Lowell Weicker. Also, Dave
became the first member of Troop 55 to
achieve the honor of Eagle Scout.

Assistant Coach John Nimock made
this comment in regard to Davew “It
shows what a lot of dedication can get
you.”’ Dedication, yes, and
determination to be #1.

" “had+set for-the teatif! T the summer 0' B




