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Netsterettes Hope To Rally

By Sue Allard

Candidates for the Girls’ Tennis Team are
currently ‘rallying it out’ in order to
determine this year’s top singles and
doubles players.

At this point, 17 players are stillin conten-
tion for singles spots, out of a total of 44 girls
who went out for the team. Doubles
competition was just getting underway at
press time.

Although the team usually practices with
five singles players and six doubles teams,
the official team consists of four singles
players and five doubles teams.

Returning players include co-captains
Sherry Macay and Kit Reilly, two seniors
who will be steady assets to the team. Also
returning are girls who played solid doubles
last year: Julie Hendrickson, Leslie Milne,
Lee Cleary, Lisa Dillon, and Barb Earle. A
strong new addition to the team will be Inez

Drivers Dream of

By TODD BURGER

The DHS Golf Team has been practicing
very hard to try to repeat last year’'s ex-
cellent spring season. Once again with
tutelage of head coach Navio Ottavi, the

team is optimistic about another winning.

season. Whether they will do as well as last
year’s team, which only lost two matches
during regular season play while posting
gseventeen wins, remains to be seen.

The team suffered heavy losses due to
graduation, losing one of Darien’s golfing
greats, Bill SanFan Andre, and other senior
stars, Chip Harrington, Rob Gess, and Ken
Scribner.

The lone returnee from last year’s squad is
senior Rob Byler,who will captain the team
this year. Rob will try to supply the
leadership and experience necessary to put
the team on a winning course.

The three remaining positions on the
varsity squad are open. Due to the large
turnout of players, there are numerous pos-
sibilities trying to occupy the open positions.

Greg Honner, a senior, juniors Peter

Conely, Lee Smith (who has been playing
exceptionally well) and John Dugdale and
sophomores Tony Zangrillo and Allen
Kirkley appear to have the best chances at
these positions, but nothing is definite.
All things considered, this will probably
be a rei)uiiding year for the Wave golfers.
With Rob Byler providing a steadying in-
. fluence on the flock of newcomers, look for

The Darien High School Boys’ Tennis
Team got under way with its first practice on
March 15. They will be wunder the

supervision of rookie coach George Sykes,
a social studies teacher.
Last year the team had an impressive

record of 12-3. Coach Sykes commented that
it would be difficult to match last year’s
record because there is only one starter
returning and three other lettermen.

No one has a starting position wrapped up
but the varsity will be composed of senior
Tim McAuliffe, juniors Craig Whiting, Steve
Franklin, Jeff Lynch, Chase Ashley, Huck
Hough and Bill Holmes. There is one
sophomore, John Dahl, on the varsity team.

Coach Sykes commented that they should
have a winning season despite the team’s
lack of experience. However, next year
Coach Sykes will have nearly the same
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Marascuilo, a junior.

Coach Rebecca Strominger hopes the
team will better last year’s 8-1 record. Miss
Strominger mentioned that the team didn’t
qualify for the States last year, “but
hopefully we’ll do a little better in that
category this year.”

Miss Strominger stated, “Greenwich will
be our toughest opponent by far.” Darien
recorded its only loss of the regular season
against the Greenwich team last year. The
next two or three strongest teams include
New Canaan, Ludlowe, and Rippowam.

Concerning the strength of the team, Miss
Strominger felt, “From the numbers who
tried out this year, I would think that we will
be fairly strong.” She hoped that those
players new to the team will have had some
previous match experience, as ten spots
were vacated by last year’s seniors.

The team’s first match is away, against a
good Rippowam team on April 29 at 3:15.

Swinging Season

the team to have a five hundred or better
seaspn as a repeat of the team’s record last
year may be expecting a little too much from
the rookies.

The team will play their home matches at
Wee Burn and the Country Club of Darien,
and will play their first match on Monday,
April 22, against Stamford Catholic.

Last year’s squad won the F.C.LA.C.
Eastern Division title, but lost the county

championship 3-2 to Greenwich.

By Jim Grout

The DHS track team opened its 1974
season against Norwalk April 5 (results not
available at press time) with an excellent
chance of bettering last year’s record of six
wins and three losses.

The strongest area of the team should be
the middle and long distance track events.
Those running include Al Dragone, Doug

"Roberts, John Brissette, Ken Derbyshire,
Tom Rollins, Garry Leonard, Jeff Saverine,
and Rob Joseph. The sprinters are Doug
Roberts, Chris Popov, John McLean, and
Francis Venezio.

Returning lettermen who will be looked to-

for strong performances in the middle and

Coach George Sykes

Tennis Team Gets ‘Syked’ For Season

varsity team, but they will be more ex-
perienced. “The quality of high school ten-
nis has improved greatly over the past few
years,” Dr. Sykes noted. In the 1950’s Darien
had an undefeated streak of 103 matches.
Coach Sykes said that this mark maynever
be accomplished again due to the improved
competition in the league.

The team will open its season against Rip-
powam on April 29 at home. This year they
will have eight matches at home and six
away. The schedule works in favor of the
team because the toughest matches, New
Canaan and Staples, will be near the end of
the season.

Due to the coming of spring and the fact
that the courts will be used for practice until
six o'clock every night, street hockey at DHS
will have to postpone play until June.

*A Reliable Source of Supply”
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John Risola (5) DHS pitcher, skids into first in pre-season scrimmage against
Mary’s of Greenwich. (Photo by Joe Vitti)

Mittmen Hope

By Greg Clark

Spring has sprung, fall has fell, summer
will be here, so it should ring a bell. Yes, spr-
ing has sprung and the bell is Baseball. So
once again George Nelson dawns the
throne, along with cap and fungo, as head
coach of the Wave nine.

This is Coach Nelson’s 12th season with
the team and in his past eleven the Blue has
won three eastern division titles, in 1966,
1971, and 1972, one county championship in
1971 and lost one in 1972 to Stamford High.
You can bet your noodle he’ll be out -for
another one after last year’s grim season of
ten wins and eight losses and finishing third
in the F.C.ILA.C. East.

The probable line-up for this year’s

outfielders: Keith Gerstenmaier in right,
Dave Harrington in center, and Ed Lechak

in left. The strong two-year returning left

long distance are Al Dragone, Doug Roberts,
John Brissette, and Ken Derbyshire. The
team will need consistent performances
from the returnees if it is going to have a
better season this year than last.

The strong field events this year should be
the javelin, shot put and discus. Jay Byler
and John Rooney will throw the javelin. Rob
Ingram, Rick Risely, Mike Monahan and
Greg Gillman will be the team’s shotputters.
The discus competitors are Steve Infante,
Gary McDaniels, Rob Ingram and John
Rooney.

The pole vaulters are Scott McArthur,
Walter Dorrell, Kim Bailey, Peter Craig, Bob
Bianco and Steve Infante. The high jumpers

By JANE ADAMS
With eight returning players, the outlook

for the ’74 Girls’ Softball Team looks
favorable. “Unfortunately,” commented

Coach Joan Walsh, “the weather hasn’t
Cooperated. We’ve only met four times
because it’s snowed and rained.”

Miss Walsh feels that the eight
sophomores new to the team will be a great
asset although they are “not used to official
softball” because of the difference between
junior high and Lassie League softball and
the official softball played at high school.
“Here we play with nine, but most of the kids
are used to different rules and playing with
10 positions. They have torelearn the rules.”

Co-captains Debbie Grant and Debbie

“Diamond Kings” will be returning varsity’

To Catch Fire

side of the infield is Jeff Bruno at third ¢

at short this year, once again, is Spe
Scott Harrington (no relation to Dave)

you want a first baseman who is a ha
spaceman, you got one in six foot five ir
senior Chip Tallman, who has looked shs
there since appearing at Darien High a
“new senior.” At second base will be §
Ferraina, a strong competitor out of t
minor leagues in the J.V. system. The pl:
will be covered by dust and when the di
isn’t there we've got a fine fill-in catch
Jim Nodine. The mound this year will

comprised of dirt along with an ace pitch
Ron “Lefty” Copeland, John “no hi
Risola, -and up from the minors are Je
Fitzpatrick and John Wright. Other 19’
varsity ballplayers will be Tom Pleasi
Charley Santos-Buch, Steve Cuthrell, ar
Chuck McKenney. The season looks to be
promising one, so let’s play ball.

are John Bohannan and Paul Hendry. Th
long jumpers and triple jumpers are Walte
Dorrell, John McLean, Jay Byler, Steve Ir.
fante and John Bohannan.

Once again the returning lettermen in th
field events will have to finish consistentl;
high in their events for the team to win. Jay
Byler, John Bohannan, John Rooney, Ricl
Risely and Rob Ingram are the returnees
who will have to lead their team in these
events.

When interviewed, Coach Isidore Battinc
stated “This year’s team has really great
potential. But we’ve been badly hurt by the
cold weather in that our boys haven’t been
able to train the way we would have liked.”

Base Babes Aim For Winning Season

pitching and catching but we have a good in-

field and good outfield prospects.”
Co-captain Carella was optimistic about

the upcoming season noting the “great en-

- thusiasm” of the players. As for the

generally tough competition, many of whorp
have the advantages of a 4-year high school,
Debbie added, “We plan to look at other
team’s practices.”

The league has expanded its schedule
from eight to eleven games, but the ﬁrst

game for the Blue is against non-league

Danbury away on April 29.

Carella were termed “strong players” as
were the six returning juniors, Kathy
Kamin, Carole Murphy, Janet Prentice,
Karen Fitzpatrick, Jeanie Harford,. and
Anne Milik.

Miss Walsh added, “We haye avacancy in
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