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Seniors Slip?Why Do
By ANDY WALWORTH

There exists for every man a span of life

when things once clear seem cloudy, ~hen
every aspect of his heretofore existence
bears examination and evaluation. One
becomes indolent and bored. The future

seems threatening, the past, a joke. Modern

Man has labelled this special period "The
Senior Slump." Not quite a psychotic
disease, nor a physical illness, senior slump
is merely a bog in the road of life, which
must be slogged over by most .senior

students this spring.

Senior slump stems from a basic
insecurity about one's future. For the first

time, we do not know where we will be six
months from now. College is both a

challenge and a cop·out. For most Darien

students, it is the obvious, if not easiest,
route to take. However, four years at another
institution after 13 years in this system does

not sound all that appealing. The "real
world" beckons, while academia promises to

fulfill all dreams in time.

Spring time must take some of the blame

for senior inactivity. To quote one noted
educator, "The more warmer it gets, the
more they forgets" (he didn't teach English~.

Indeed, sunny skies and green grass are not

the best surroundings for grinding.
Traditionally, senior slump begins

immediately following mid-year exams. One

by one, seniors fall from the lofty path of
education into the quagmire below. As
college notification time approaches, more
students take the plunge, as it seems too late
for even desperate attempts at raising one's
G.P.A. Following notifications, a senior
either gets into a school, goes to work, or
decides he really wanted to be a rock 'n roll
star, anyway.

With the future now secure, senior slump
becomes a much pleasanter rut to be in. No
longer plagued by stomach knots and in-

somnia, seniors tum to the pleasures af·
forded by leisure. Boy meets girl, girl meets
boy, ah, the good life. Spring-time finally
blooms in the eyes of the student and school
work becomes a pleasant diversion, as it
doesn't matter anymore. The months ofMay
and June are spent in nostalgia and hope.
The slump is no longer a damp and quaggy
pit; it is now a plush and roomy repose. So
don't despair now ... wait until after you hear
from your schools, when the future, be it
happy or sad, is at least defined.

Booze News Part II:
'Neirad'

By THE STAFF

As part of its continuing series on local
taverns, Neirad. has sampled more
bars with the following findings:

Editor's Note: Neirad warns that it is
illegal to buy or attempt to buy liquor or any
alcoholic beverage if you are not'.)!majority
age. It is also illegal to use someone else's
identification or to alteror devise one ofyour
own. Neirad does not advocate breaking any
of these laws.

Heritage
We began our investigation in one of the

more well-lighted drinking establishments
in the area: The Heritage, located at 43
Baldwin Ave. in New Canaan. Decorated in
sparse bathroom Colonial, the Heritage
dishes up food in addition to liquor. At about
eight o'clock, the waitresses start drinking
and sitting at one table talking near the kit­
'chen. They usually ignore the customers
unless several people in a group stare direc­
tly at one of them. As the evening wears on,
the food and service wear out. Apparently
something about the old crones in the kit­
chen, the snotty bartenders, the pool tables
in the back and the acceptable drinks at·
tracts a large, devoted clientele. Drinks are
not over-powering, but reasonably priced at
$1. Beer is 65 cents a bottle or $3 by the pit·
cher. Occasionally there is a passable band
whcih does liven up the saloon enough to
make it worth a trip into New Canaan.
yyy1h

Pierre's
There may be nice people ther; the drinks

YOU'R.E ~I'XTEEN- :
YOU'RE flEAUTIFUL-- d

AND YOU'RE n
UNDER. ARRE5T

BA.R..

00 C1
DO

o CJ

"Ulit~~,h'~;-wtl'frUiY"f'I'"j;~;,.yy((u

IT 15 ILLE&AL TO BUY oR.. ATTEMPT
TO BUY LlG.UOPL OfL ANY ALCOHOLIC,
BEVEPIF'6£ IF YOU ARE NOT OF MAJORITY AGE!

Staffers Take Bar Exam
may be reasonably priced; the service screamed.
remarkable - we don't know. Furthermore, "Fresca."
we don't care. After no more than 25 seconds "Fresca? What the hell do you think this is
inside Pierre's, squeezed into the alley - some f-'in delicatessen?"
between 37 and 39 Elm St. in New Canaan, "All right, I'll have a rum and Coke."
we had an overwhelming urge to take "Jesus Chri..."
another look at the outside. This place is The drink was $1, but well worth it. It
strictly for the seedy, middle aged, and came in a tall glass, with not too much ice,
unemployed. Try it in thirty years. Y? and with a lot of rum.

Fat Tuesday's There is no beer on tap. Domestic beer is 65
While Fat Tuesday's is indistinguishable cents a bottle.

from a large can of grade "A" sardines on Entertainment consists of pushing dimes
weekends, when we strolled in one Wednes- and quarters into a modern juke box, featur-,
day evening, we found only about one sixth ing a good selection of current rock. The
of the weekend crowd. Adding to our machine plays at a very loud volume, a
pleasure at being able to see the floor, were rarity in juke boxes and it sounds good.
th'l inexpensive and well made drinks - Those of us who can remember when one
on.y 90 cents. play was a dime and three plays were a

Decorated in muted Victorian brothel, quarter were surprised to find that the box
"Tuesday'll" appearance is not unattractive charged 25 cents for just two plays and 50
to begin with, and gets better as the evening cents for five, but we told you it was a
progresses. The pushy but pleasant help modem machine.
were rather taken aback by our little group, Don't take off your shoes at Duffy's, as
especially as we paid with a traveler's check. there was about an inch of water in several
Clearly, they don't get many youths on spots When we were there. Also, button your
weeknights, but Neirad wouldn't hesitate to pocket where your wallet is - you can't be
return for a good belt any Monday through too careful.
Thursday. YYYY The dark atmosphere is enhanced by a

Duffy's beautiful flourescent poster of Stonehenge
We packed up and proceeded to Smoking at sunset that covers two walls. The mural is'

Area South - none other than Duffy's lighted by several powerful blacklight
Tavern. lamps that also make shirts, sox and even

Duffy's does not serve liquor; their teeth flouresce.
bartender only knows how to throw booze in The general consensus was that Duffy's is
a glass. One staffer calmly ordered a rum a good place to hit if you want loud music
and Fresca. while getting plastered. Four cocktail

"Rum and what!?" the bartender glasses. YiY,Y'Y

Hot In The Lot: Wooden Wabon Lumbers Along The Abbey
Next we crossed over the threshold into

the medieval world of the Abbey, located
under the Holiday Inn on the Darien­
Norwalk line. Decorated with a mixture of
Impressionist paintings, French Provincial
woodwork, Art Deco kitchenware, and early
monastic (waitresses in rump-length
monk's cassocks, plastic cheeses and
sauages suspended over, around and under
equally fake stained·glass windows), the
Abbey is Truman Capote's version of Mac­
Donald's. The drinks were served in cut­
crystal, stemmed petri dishes which could
have easily held an amount in excess of one
ounce, had they been filled to the top. They
sold for $1.35, but remember you're paying
for the atmosphere. And certainly much of
the profit goes toward the two-piece band,
consisting of a frumpy red-haired
"songstress" and a sad male organist.

When you leave (if you ever go in the first
place) be sure to stock up on their special
matches. They are the raison d'etre of the
Abbey. YY

Heffernan Proposes....
continued from page 1

every day."
Mr. Heffernan also made several sugges­

tions open to wide interpretation. He would
like to see a return to enforced free time op­
tions - students staying in one area for an
entire period. Right now, "There are more
options for doing nothing than for doing
something. He would also like the repeal or
at least renaming of the "free" cut.

Over all, Mr. Heffernan would like to have
a return to discipline and mutual respect at
DHS. Although some of the ideas he has
proposed may seem reactionary, he himself
is not in his philosophy of how the school
should run. "Ideally, all policies would be
made by the School Council, with the ap­
proval of the students and the rest of the
school community, because we are a com·
munity."

Cameras. Candy
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Richard Taylor's Termite Mobile is the zenith of wooden wagons.

Now when one want to be alone, one might quire medical attention. While traveling
go to one's car and turn on the radio or tape alone one day, the car hit a bump. Since the
player. Does Richard Taylor do that??? No, car has no shocks, one of the passengers hit
my friends. He does not. Richard has told me her head"on the ceiling and had to have stit·
that he has quiet conversations with the ches.
termites that make the woodie their home. And so we have the short and sweet story

This old relic has caused one person to re- of a 1935 wooden Ford. For free termites,
,•. :co,:J1rC,t lUci1a d. I.-, .~~ ~:( i I

},~:;;' ,

748 Post Road, Darien, Connecticut
655-8344

all the current issues} in depth,
from all viewpoints. Use our up­
to-the-minute information, all in
a leisurely atmosphere.

AN INVITATION TO EXPLORE

By PETER HOOVER
Let's travel back through time back

through the siXties.... the fifties the
forties....finally stopping at 1935 with
Richard Taylor's wooden Ford Station
Wagon.

There are some very unique features about
this car that very few cars have. For
instance, don't be surprised if it should go
through a red light or a stop sign. Why?
Because it has no brakes. Now friends, are
you going to say that this is pot a unique
feature?

Do you like bumpy rides? Do you like to
shake, rattle and roll? Well, then you're go·
ing to love Richflrd's car. It has no shock ab­
sorbers.

As old as the car is, it is in good shape for
its age. Richard says that the car has gone
nearly 500,000 miles. A car that has gone for
that many miles and is still running is in­
credible. How many cars today could go
beyond 125,000 miles at the most?
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The league has expanded its schedule

from eight to eleven games, but the first

game for the Blue is against non-league

Danbury away on April 29.

side of the infield is Jeff Bruno at third ~

at short this year, once again, is Spet
Scott Harrington (no relation to Dave)
you want a first baseman who is a ha
spaceman, you got one in six foot five ir
senior Chip Tallman, who has looked sh!
there since appearing at Darien High ao
"new senior." At second base will be ~

Ferraina, a strong competitor out of t
minor leagues in the J.V. system. The pI!
will be covered by dust and when the d\
isn't there we've got a fine fill-in catch.
Jim Nodine. The mound this year will
comprised of dirt along with an ace pitch
Ron "Lefty" Copeland, John "no hi
Risola, ·and up from the minors are JE
Fitzpatrick and John Wright. Other 19'
varsity ballplayers will be Tom Pleasi
Charley Santos-Buch, Steve Cuthrell, ar
Chuck McKenney. The season looks to be
promising one, so let's play ball.

lire John Bohannan and Paul Hendry. Th
long jumpers and triple jumpers are Waite
Dorrell, John McLean, Jay Byler, Steve Ir:
fante and John Bohannan.

Once again the returning lettermen in th
field events will have to finish consistentl:
high in their events for the team to win. Ja~
Byler, John Bohamian, John Rooney, Riel
Risely and Rob Ingram are the returnee!
who will have to lead their team in theSE
events.

When interviewed, Coach Isidore Battinc
stated "This year's team has really greal
potential. But we've been badly hurt by the
cold weather in that our boys haven't been
able to train the way we would have liked."

pitching and catching but we have a good in­
field and good outfield prospects."

Co-eaptain Carella was optimistic about
the upcoming season noting the "great en-

. thusiasm" of the players. As for the

generally tough competition, many ofwho~

have the advantages of a 4-year high school,

Debbie added, "We plan to look at other

Call or drop in
1081 Post Rd.

655-1485

CENTRE STONE

Miss Walsh added, "We have a vacancy in

Mittmen Hope To Catch Fire
By Greg Clark

Spring has sprung, fall has fell, summer
will be here, so it should ring a bell. Yes, spr­
ing has sprung and the bell is Baseball. So
once again George Nelson dawns the
throne, along with cap and fungo, as head
coach of the Wave nine.

This is Coach Nelson's 12th season with
the team and in his past eleven the Blue has
won three eastern division titles, in 1966,
1971, and 1972, one county championship in
1971 and lost one in 1972 to Stamford High.
You can bet your noodle he'll be out ·for
another one after last year's grim season of
ten wins and eight losses and finishing third
in the F.C.LA.C. East.

The probable line-up for this year's
"Diamond Kings" will be returning varsity'
outfielders: Keith Gerstenmaier in right,
Dave Harrington in center, and Ed Lechak
in left. The strong two-year returning left

John Risola (5),DHS pitcher, skids into first in pre-season scrimmage against
Mary's of Greenwich. (Photo by Joe Vitti)

....

,.

Base Babes Aim For Winning Season
By JANE ADAMS

With eight returning players, the outlook
for the '74 Girls' Softball Team looks
favorable. "Unfortunately," commented
Coach Joan Walsh, "the weather hasn't
cooperated. We've only met four times
because it's snowed and rained."

Miss Walsh feels that the eight
sophomores new to the team will be a great
88set although they are "not used to official
softball" because of the difference between team's practices."
junior high and Lassie League softball and
the official softball played at high school.
"Here we play with nine, but most ofthe kids

are usecl to different rules and playing with
10 positions. They have to relearn the rules."

Co-eaptains Debbie Grant and Debbie

Carella were termed "strong players" as
were the six returning juniors, Kathy
Kamin, Carole Murphy, Janet Prentice,
Karen Fitzpatrick, Jeanie Harford,_ and
Anne Milik.

655·2525

IIA Reliable Source of Supply"

Coach George Sykes

By Jim Grout
long distance are AI Dragone, Doug Roberts,

The DHS track team opened its 1974 John Brissette, and Ken Derbyshire. The
season against Norwalk April 5 (results not team will need consistent perfonnances
available at press time) with an excellent from the returnees if it is going to have a
chance of bettering last year's record of six better season this year than last.
wins and three losses. The strong field events this year should be

The strongest area of the team should be the javelin, shot put and discus. Jay Byler
the middle and long distance track events. and John Rooney will throw thejavelin. Rob
Those running include AI Dragone, Doug Ingram, Rick Risely, Mike Monahan and

. Roberts, John Brissette, Ken Derbyshire, Greg Gillman will be the team's shotputters.
Tom Rollins, Garry Leonard, JeffSaverine, The discus competitors are Steve Infante,
and Rob Joseph. The sprinters are Doug Gary McDaniels, Rob Ingram and John
Roberts, Chris Popov, John McLean, and Rooney.
Francis Venezio. The pole vaulters are Scott McArthur,

Returning lettermen who will be looked to· Walter Dorrell, Kim Bailey, Peter Craig, Bob
for strong performances in the middle and Bianco and Steve Infante. The high jumpers

varsity team, but they will be more ex­
perienced. "The quality of high school ten­
nis has improved greatly over the past few
years," Dr. Sykes noted. In the 1950's Darien
had an undefeated streak of 103 matches.
Coach Sykes said that this mark may never
be accomplished again due to the improved
competition in the league.

The team will open its season against l{ip­
powam on April 29 at home. This year they
will have eight matches at home and six
away. The schedule works in favor of the
team because the toughest matches, New
Canaan and Staples, will be near the end of .
the season. "'Ill

Due to the coming of spring and the fact
that the courts will be used for practice until'
six o'clock every night, street hockey at DHS
will have to postpone play until June. ~...-------------......,.

HOTLI E
Counseling. Referrals

Confidential. Anonymous
~ For any kind of problem

Weekday: Noon to Midnit ~
Weekends: 6 p.m. to Midnite

All nite Fri. and at.

By Sue Allard

By TODD BURGER

Monarch Notes
Paperbacks

Noroton Heights
Shopping Center

Stolers

Tennis Team Gets 'Syked' For Season

Netsterettes Hope To Rally
Marascuilo, a junior.

Coach Rebecca Strominger hopes the
team will better last year's 8-1 record. Miss
Strominger mentioned that the team didn't
qualify for the States last year, "but
hopefully we'll do a little better in that
category this year."

Miss Strominger stated, "Greenwich will
be our toughest opponent by far." Darien
recorded its only loss of the regular season
against the Greenwich team last year. The
next two or three strongest teams include
New Canaan, Ludlowe, and Rippowam.

Concerning the strength ofthe team, Miss
Strominger felt, "From the numbers who
tried out this year, I would think that we will
be fairly strong." She hoped that those
players new to the team will have had some
previous match experience, as ten spots
were vacated by last year's seniors.

The team's first match is away, against a
good Rippowam team on April 29 at 3:15.

Drivers Dream of Swinging Season
the team to have a five hundred or better
Reason as a repeat of the team's record last
year may be expecting a little too much from
the rookies.

The team will play their home matches at
Wee Burn and the Country Club of Darien,
and will play their first match on Monday,
April 22, against Stamford Catholic.

Last year's squad won the F.C.LA.C.
Eastern Division title, but lost the county
championship 3-2 to Greenwich.

The Darien High School Boys' Tennis
Team got under way with its first practice on
March 15. They will be under the
supervision of rookie coach George Sykes,
a social studies teacher..

Last year the team had an impressive
record of 12-3. Coach Sykes commented that
it would be difficult to match last year's
record because there is only one starter
returning and three other lettennen.

No one has a starting position wrapped up
but the varsity will be composed of senior
Tim McAuliffe, juniors Craig Whiting, Steve
Franklin, Jeff Lynch, Chase Ashley, Huck
Hough and Bill Holmes. There is one
sophomore, John Dahl, on the varsity team.

Coach Sykes commented that they should
have a winning season despite the team's
lack of experience. However, next year
Coach Sykes will have nearly the same

varsity squad are open. Due to the large

turnout of players, there are numerous pos·

sibilities trying to occupy the open positions.

Greg Honner, a senior, juniors Peter

The DHS Golf Team has been practicing
very hard to try to repeat last year's ex·

cellent spring . season. Once again with
tutelage of head coach Navio Ottavi, the

t,eam is optimistic about another winning.
season. Whether they will do as well as last

year's team, which only lost two matches
during regular season play while posting
seventeen wins, remains to be seen.

The team suffered heavy losses due to
graduation, losing one of Darien's golfing
greats, Bill SanFan Andre, and other senior
stars, Chip Harrington, Rob Gess, and Ken
Scribner.

The lone returnee from last year's sq uad is
senior Rob Byler, who will captain the team
this year. Rob will try to supply the

leadership and experience necessary to put

the team on a winning course.

The three remaining positions on the

Candidates for the Girls' Tennis TeQ.m are
currently 'rallying it out' in order to
detennine this year's top singles and
doubles players.

At this point, 17 players are still in conten­
tion for singles spots, out ofa total of44 girls
who went out for the team. Doubles
competition was just getting underway at
press time.

Although the team usually practices with
five singles players and six doubles teams,
the official team consists of four singles
players and five doubles teams.

Returning players include co-captains
Sherry Macay and Kit Reilly, two seniors
who will be steady assets to the team. Also
returning are girls who played solid doubles
last year: Julie Hendrickson, Leslie Milne,
Lee Cleary, Lisa Dillon, and Barb Earle. A
strong new addition to the team will be Inez

Conely, Lee Smith (who has been playing

exceptionally well) and John Dugdale and

sophomores Tony Zangrillo and Allen

Kirkley appear to have the best chances at

these 'positions, but nothing is definite.

All things considered, this will probably

. be a rebuilding year for the Wave golfers.

With Rob Byler providing a steadying in·
. fluence on the flock of newcomers, look for


