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~REAT PANTS,
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COORDINATED
SETS AND

ACCESSORIES
'FOR HIM

AND
FOR HER

Winter Sports Honors

April 2!'. Thisyear's schedule is com·
posed of 19 matches, ten ofwhich are in
Darien, in a grueling 3O-day span.
Tough competition this year will be
Greenwich, New Canaan and Trum·
bull.

Hockey - Captains: Matt Clinton,
Peter Romanos; MVP: Bill Vernon.

Basketball - Captain: Paul Sellew;
MVP: Paul Sellew.

Skiing - Captain: Jeff Armstrong;
MVP: Jeff Armstrong.

Wrestling - Captains: Dave Sisk,
Joe Lombardo; MVP: Sal Ferraina.

Winter Track - Captains: Peter
Bonanno, Lynn Ellison, Tom Rollins;
MVP: Chris Popov.

Gymnastics - Captains: Joe
-Pagliarulo,Anthony Totillo; MVP: Joe
Pagliarulo..

Girls' Gymnastics - Captains:
WinJty Ward, Anita Hammer; MVP:
Winky Ward.

Girls' Basketball - Captains: Bev
Flowers, Kath@.rine Bullock; MVP:
Team.
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Peter Conley, golf team captain, swings into action. (Photo by Jim Clark)

fine cre<lt!.ntials including a four han- •
dicap on the tough Wee Bum golf
course. An upcoming star is Lee Smith,
who is a real mongol ofa ballhitter and
is capable of playing sub-eighty golf
anytime he walks onto the course. And
don't count out Allen Kirkley, who is a
returning letterman who always
remains cool and confide"D.fUiider pres­
sure.

"With the addition of Castles, the
vower -of Smitl.!,and- the expenence of
Kirkley and myself the CoUntIes' and
the States are going to.be no problem,"
says confident captain Peter Conley.

. He added, "The only problem with this
year's squad is that there are not
enough spots on the team for all the
raw, young, blue-chip, talent' we

- possess." Battling for a possible
position on the varsity foursome and

. making up the J.V. squad will be Steve
Muller, Brad' Irwin, Tony Zangrillo,
Jerry Birri, Tom Larkin, and Tony
"the chip" Totillo.

Tough Marine·style training has the
linksters in top physical and mental
gear. Their opening match will come
'~ainst arch·rivals New Canaan on

, Neirad
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By MATI CLINTON

reOllgnation, I don t feel .l nave any tn·
ing more to offer the program than I
have given."

Coach Nelson did a lot more for the
girls than just teaching them how to
play basketball. This year there was a
standing house rule for the varSIty
team. If the girls kept a twelve-point
le~(iov:er-a-team during-tiny"quarter, he­
would treat all twelve of them to ice
cream at Baskin and Robbins. Mr.
Nelson became a familiar figure at B &
R because the girls made the ice cream
scene often.

When asked if he enjoyed his coach·
ing responsibilities, Coach Nelson
remarked, "I'm very happy I did it. I
especially enjoyed the people on the
team on a personal basis; and I feel a
sense of accomplishment. I think we
upgraded the level of performance
here."

The DHS linksters are looking
forward to another successful season
this year under the reigns of veteran
:coach Navio Ottavi.
. The key to this year's team is depth

and experience. Headm,anning the
squad this year will be captain Peter
Conley, who was highly regarded by
the competition last season. High
esteem is held for Wes Castles, who
comes to this year's squad with many

From the large team there are many
promising girls. Heidi Vasone has been
working out at the shot putand should
fa~well in competition in the upcoming
season. Many of the sophomores, as .
well as some juniors, have potential"
spriJiting abilitY, and these girls will

'really really help out the team. Lynn..
Ellison, a sophomore, is a great sprinter
as well as having the endurance for
longer distances. Lynne will hopefully
be bringing in many points for the
team. Both captains, Ellie Francesconi
and. Kathy Levey, are extraordinary
athletes and in previous seasons have
scored many points for the team.

"The girls and 1 certainly enjby the
enthusiasm expressed by both Dr.
Porter and Mr. Catania," said Mrs.
Joosten. "If we ever need an anchor leg
on a relay team,we know we can calion
Dr. Porter because of his frequent
workouts on the tracks," she added.

Both Miss Billington and Mrs.
Joosten are very appreciative of the
equipment which Mr. Avedisian has ac·
quired for the team and for his general
support for girls' athletics.

all the current issuesJ in depth,
from all viewpoints. Use our up­
to-the-minute information, all in
a leisurely atmosphere.

748 Post Road, Darien, Connecticut
655-8344

Nelson Resigns As Girls' Coach·
April 18. 1975.

AN INVITATION TO EXPLORE

By MARY McGOLDl1..l~u.

"Miss Billington and I have really
high hopes for this season,"
commented Rosemarie Joosten, head
coach for the girls' track team, in a
recent Neirad interview.

The Darien High School Girls' Track
Team has opened its season with daily
practices, and it is working hard under
the direction of Coach Joosten and As·
sistant Coach Billington. T1i.e team
consists of 35 dedicated girls, many of
whom su-e sophomores, indicating
rulUre su-ccessfuf' seasons. Many
vi . tne sophomores previously
participated in winter track and their
experience ana cOllditioning will
benefit the team. "The addition of the
Winter track opportunity will certainly
improve our record," added Coach
Joosten.

Although the girls' first meet isn't un·
til May 2 against Wilton (away), .cap­
tains Kathy Levey and Ellie Frances·
com nave pUOlnea for worko~ WIth'
verve for a month, and the girls are get·

.ting into optimum shape.

By JULiE HENDRICKSON

History was made last year as math
·teacher George Nelson took the job as
coach of the girls' basketball team..

At the end of the '72·73 season, Ms.
Strominger, then coach of the team,
resigned. No one applied for the coach·
ing job so Mr. Nelson volunteered.
Asked why he took the job, Mr. Nelson
said, "I couldn't work with the j.v's un·
til the girls got out ofthe gym. Itmeant
I was sitting around from 2:45 unti14:15
with nothing to do. Also, I thought it
would be fun."

Mr. Nelson was made a legend as the
first male coach of a girls' sport at
Darien High School. Well, the legend
was short-lived as 'he has resigned his
girl-coaching responsibilities after two
seasons.

The girls were taught the fun·
.damentals of the game and learned to
take it very seriously. They practiced
during every vacation, every day after '
school, and also on weekends, a time­
consuming schedule for both coach and
players but a very rewarding ex­
perience for everyone involved. Coach
Nelson turned out winners both
psychologically and physically. When
asked why he was quitting, Coach
Nelson stated, "Basically just personal
reasons, physical and emotional
stability. I never did understand
women anyway, either individually or
collectively, but I learned a lot. While
the latter has no~hing".iO-(fo ~h.m:y ._

Girls' Track Gains New Talenf



Tennis Teams Set High Goals For '75

April 18, 1975

Baseball Team
strong defense. The pitching will be
split among Jeff Fitzpatrick, Paul
Sellew, Dave "the cat" Catino, and Bob
"boom" Marchesi. The strong defense
is explained by the team's great depth
in nearly every position. Sal Fen-aina,
captain, commented that "some of the
weaknesses the team seems to have
right nowuea lack oftogetherness, and
the hitting has not really developed
yet."But he continued, "As the season·
progresses, things will start to jell, and
we should have a good ball club again
this year." Some of the other teams in
the FCIAC that Sal figures should give
Darien some trouble are Greenwich,
New Canaan, and Stamford, because
they have a lot of experienced players
coming back into their lineups.

Darien opened up the season at home
against Staples on April 14, and then
was at home again on the sixteenth
against Greenwich. (Results of these
games were not available at press
time.)

weightlifting and sparring with his
cousin and manager John Sette, Rick
pushed himself to the peak of physical
conditioning to ready himself for his
bout,which was to be held at the Felt
Forum in Madison Square Garden on
the·night of February 11.

Unfortunately, Rick lost the fight
midway in the second round of a
schedule<i three-minute round, three­
round fight by an RSC (Referee Stops
Contest). Rick held his own for most of
the fight but seemed to lack the sting in
his punches that I have witnessed in
most of his practices. Call it nerves, or
inexperience .or whatever, Rick just
didn't seem to have the strength

. that ··many· of his friends aiiii"
followers know he possesses.

Fortunately though for Rick, this was
just the beginning. After debating
whether or not to hang up the gloves for
a while, he joined the Johnny Rice Mid­
town Boxing Club in Stamford. Here,
with five other fighters, he is getting
the training and encouragement he
needs along with the ring time which
was the only thing his training
program was really lacking.

Rick hasn't always been interested in
boxing. Only within the last two years
has he really developed a profound
interest in the sport. Urged by friend
and one-time professional mid­
dleweight contender Chico Vejar, he
began devoting himself to this
somewhat violent sport.

A sheer competitor in athletics, Rick
excels in many sports. As a junior, he
lettered as a varsity defensive halfback
and running back. He also participates
in baseball, basketball, and track, as
well as boxing.

JoinNew Faces

By JIM CLARK
To -some people a left-jab, right-hook

combination may be nothing more
than mumbo jumbo, but to Rick Horan,
a junior at Darien High and amateur
boxer, it could mean a future.

Since last November, Rick Horan, or
"Dizzy" as his friends call him, had
been in training to get ready for the
Golden Gloves annual amateur boxing
tournament which he had entered. By
running two-and-a-half miles a day,
skipping rope, ···doin-g pushups,

Marasciulo is presently ranked third
with Leslie Milne in fourth position.

"Doubles are still a question mark,"
says Ms. Strominger, "as doubles
teams 1-5 were wiped out, either by
graduation or by partner changes." She
termed the combinations ofTrudie .ten­
Broeke and Jane Adams, Julie Hen­
drickson and Katharine Bullock, Ellen
LaBanca and Kathy Mullin, and Missy
McMahon and Donna Burns, as
"strong." Sophomores Laurie Tittman
and Louise Merrill, Christie Beckwith
and Joan Morgan, and Nanpy
Spellbrink and Bebe Herbert are also
"promising."

The female netsters start their 12­
match season on April 30 with a home
confrontation with Rippowam.
"Greenwich should be our loughest
opponents," observed Coach
Strominger. "They· have four ranked
players, so we'll have much difficulty in
singles. Itwill really put the pressure on .
l;loubles."

....
Rick Ho.rfl.n (left) in action during Golden Gloves Tournament at the Felt
ForulTl. (PhofObyJim CI.ark) .

Horan Enters Golden Gloves At Forum
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"There is a difference between teach­
ing and coaching in eduational
philosophies," he said. "In teaching
there is a relaxed atmosphere. On a
football field it is entirely different. You
are working with talented individuals
in a more· serious atmosphere and
situation. Unfortunately, in teaching
we have very few critics. In coathing
there are a large number of 'Monday
morning quarterbacks', who second
guess you all the time. Some of these
·people make coaching at times anunat­
tractive profession."

Mr. Himebauch, whIle not coaching
next year, will stay on atDHS teaching
physical education. It is assumed that a
new coach will be picked from among
the three remaining coaches, Michael
Sangster, Del Mautte, and William
Brazee.

. Commentary
.A coach 18 standing there h!!-v!!J.~ to

make decisions that will affect the out­
come of the game in front of hundreds
of witnesses, in seconds, while the
people watching have all the time in the
world to analyze it and be critical. In
my three years I did not agree with Mr.
Himebauch's decisions all the time. But
I respected him for his opinions and for
his openness and frankness with the
players, and I am truly sorry to see him
leave in these circumstances,

From a try-out group of 52, Rebecca
Strominger, girls' tennis coach, is mak­
ing the final selections for a team of 17,
consisting of five singles players and
six doubles pairs.

Coach Strominger termed the outlook
for the season "bright," noting that
singles looked "very, very strong." Two
sophomores have infiltrated the top
four rankings, Kris Kinney in the
number one spot and Libby Pierpont at
number two. Returning senio! Inez

three years) and Wilton," commented·
Co~ch Sykes. Wilton's nuIi1ber one.

.player, Tom Mott, was state champion
as a junior and will try to retain his
crown this year.

"The team will have to become more
unified and work together to produce
the successful results that are now pos­
sible," explained captain Steve Fran­
klin. It is evident that DHS has much
depth and experience and will try to
conquer several distinguished goals for
1975.

By LARRY CUSACK
Another year of DHS baseball is

about to get under way.
Once again, the team will be under

the leadership ofGeorge Nelson and his
assistant coach, Bob Augustine. This
year's team has a difficult task to
achieve in trying to equal last year's
fine record of 16-5, which placed Darien

]

second in the county only behind a
tough Greenwich squad.

Due to the graduation of many start-

]
ing seniors and the loss of Charlie San­
tos-Bush and Jay Strother, who are

~ both attending private schools, the
] baseball team will consist ofmany new

players on the varsity. Sal Ferraina,
Jeff Fitzpatrick, and John Wrig1}t are·
the only returning lettermen to this
year's squad. However, this year's team
has a lot of potential as many juniors
and seniors are coming up from the

the dQllen studiO of photog'Qphy junior varsity.
15 Tokeneke R....d. D.. rien ::J Some of the strong points so far on

Sleven H. SamMon 65;,·I05·! cor 655-8659 . the team include good pitching and
Il-Kao_oJ~~( ,( 'b=;;d.
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Himebauch Quits Football Post
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We now carry Junior Sizes 6·13

By TODD BURGER

Amid mixed reactions from the
people in our fair town and from
players and students themselves, Jack
Himebauch has resigned as head foot­
ball coach at Darien High School.

His abrupt departure ends a six-year
reign in the post he held, and it leaves
the football team up in the air this spr­
ing and possibly next season until a
replacement is appointed.

As for reasons for his leaving; Mr.
Himebauch stated, "There were a
number of people who felt I had not
reached the goals they had projected for
me, and I felt if I continued as coach at
Darien the pressure on myself, my
family, the coaches and the team would
make the situation difficult. That's not
what I am looking for."

What these goals are is not too clear
because even Mr. Himebauch says he
doesn't know. Other reasons for his
departure included his relationship
with the players on the team, and
some parents reactIons to this and hIs
overall coaching abilitv'-

"I feel I have gained the respect ofthe
players, and those in the program have
benefitted, and I have had the op­
portunity to work with an outstanding
group of young men in six years, and a
fine group of coaches~
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"With harl!. work and good team
spirit, Darien will be a top contender for
league, county) and state honors,"
predicted ._ secottd-year boys' tennis
coach, Georg. Sykes. The Blue
Wave has the to~fivevarsity members
returning from l~tseason's 9-5 team
along with s veral promising
sophomores which' deed gives the ten­
nis team an optimi ic attitude concern­
ing this year's des y. Craig Whiting,
Jeff Lynch, Steve Franklin,. Chase
Ashley and John D~hl are all vArsity
lettermen from last year and will-be
competing with so'phomores Chris
Fenichell and Bob HArford for the five
"singles positions."

Darien Opens the season on Monday,
April 28, at Trumbull and faces county
champion Rippowam two days later.
"The toughest competition this year
will be New Canaan (undefeated in


