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Himebauch Quits Football Post

By TODD BURGER

Amid mixed reactions from the

people in our fair town and from
players and students themselves, Jack
Himebauch has resigned as head foot-
ball coach at Darien High School.

His abrupt departure ends a six-year
reign in the post he held, and it leaves
the football team up in the air this spr-
ing and possibly next season until a
replacement is appointed.

As for reasons for his leaving, Mr.
Himebauch stated, “There were a
number of people who felt I had not
reached the goals they had projected for
me, and I felt if I continued as coach at
Darien the pressure on myself, my
Tamily, the coaches and the team would
make the situation difficult. That’s not
what I am looking for.”

What these goals are is not too clear
because even Mr. Himebauch says he
doesn’t know. Other reasons for his
departure included his relationship
with the players on the team, and

some parents reactions tothis and s

overall coaching abilitv.

“Ifeel ] have gained the respect of the
players, and those in the program have
benefitted, and I have had the op-
portunity to work with an outstanding
group of young men in 8ix years, and a
fine group of coaches.

“There is a difference between teach-
ing and coaching in eduational
philosophies,” he said. “In teaching
there is a relaxed atmosphere. On a
football field it is entirely different. You
are working with talented individuals
in a more serious atmosphere and
situation. Unfortunately, in teaching
we have very few critics. In coaching
there are a large number of ‘Monday
morning quarterbacks’, who second
guess you all the time. Some of these
‘people make coaching at times an unat-
tractive profession.”

Mr. Himebauch, white not coaching
next year, will stay on at DHS teaching
physical education. Itis assumed thata
new coach will be picked from among
the three remaining coaches, Michael
Sangster, Del Mautte, and William
Brazee.

Commentary

_A coach is standing there having to
make decisions that will affect the out-
come of the game in front of hundreds
of witnesses, in seconds, while the
people watching have all the timein the
world to analyze it and be critical. In
my three years I did not agree with Mr.
Himebauch’s decisions all the time. But
I respected him for his opinions and for
his openness and frankness with the
players, and I am truly sorry to see him
leave in these circumstances,

Rick Horan (left) in action durmg Golden Gloves Tournament at the Felt
Forum. (Phot(Tbv Jim Clark)

Horan Enters Golden Gloves At Forum

__ By JIMm CLARK

To some people a left-jab, right-hook
combination may be nothing more
than mumbo jumbo, but to Rick Horan,
a junior at Darien High and amateur
boxer, it could mean a future.

Since last November, Rick Horan, or
“Dizzy” as his friends call him, had
been in training to get ready for the
Golden Gloves annual amateur boxing
tournament which he had entered. By
running two-and-a-half miles a day,
skipping rope, doing pushups

Tennis Teams Set High Goals For ’75

.By A. YOUNG AMERICAN
and SALLY FLY

“With hard work and good team
spirit, Darien will be a top contender for
league, county, and state honors,”
predicted secor\\d-year boys’ tennis
coach, Georgé Sykes. The Blue
Wave has the top five varsity members
returning from lgst season’s 9-5 team
along with several promising
sophomores whichlindeed gives the ten-
nis team an optimistic attitude concern-
ing this year’s destiny. Craig Whiting,
Jeff Lynch, Steve Franklin, Chase
Ashley and John Dahl are all varsity
lettermen from last year and will ‘be
competing with sophomores Chris
Fenichell and Bob Harford for the five
“gingles positions.”

Darien 6pens the season on Monday,
April 28, at Trumbull and faces county
champion Rippowam two days later.
“The toughest competition this year
will be New Canaan (undefeated in
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three years) and Wilton,” commented

Coach Sykes. Wilton’s number one.
player, Tom Mott, was state champion
as a junior and will try to retain his
crown this year.

“The team will have to become more
unified and work together to produce
the successful results that are now pos-
sible,” explained captain Steve Fran-
klin. It is evident that DHS has much
depth and experience and will try to
conquer several distinguished goals for
1975.

Girls’ Tennis

From a try-out group of 52, Rebecca
Strominger, girls’ tennis coach, is mak-
ing the final selections for a team of 17,
consisting of five singles players and
six doubles pairs.

Coach Strominger termed the outlook
for the season ‘bright,” noting that
singles looked “‘very, very strong.” Two
sophomores have infiltrated the top
four rankings, Kris Kinney in the
number one spot and Libby Pierpont at
number two. Returning senior Inez
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Marasciulo is presently ranked third
with Leslie Milne in fourth position.

“Doubles are still a question mark,”
says Ms. Strominger, “as doubles
teams 1-5 were wiped out, either by
graduation or by partner changes.” She
termed the combinations of Trudie ten-
Broeke and Jane Adams, Julie Hen-
drickson and Katharine Bullock, Ellen
LaBanca and Kathy Mullin, and Missy
McMahon and Donna Burns, as
“strong.” Sophomores Laurie Tittman
and Louise Merrill, Christie Beckwith
and Joan Morgan, and Nancy
Spellbrink and Bebe Herbert are also
“promising.”

The female netsters start their 12-
match season on April 30 with a home
confrontation with Rippowam.
“Greenwich should be our toughest
opponents,”” observed Coach
Strominger. “They have four ranked
players, so we’llhave much difficulty in
singles. It will really put the pressure on
doubles.”

New Faces Join

By LARRY CUSACK

Another year of DHS baseball is
about to get under way.

Once again, the team will be under
theleadership of George Nelson and his
assistant coach, Bob Augustine. This
year’s team has a difficult task to
achieve in trying to equal last year’s
fine record of 16-5, which placed Darien
second in the county only behind a
tough Greenwich squad.

Due to the graduation of many start-
ing seniors and the loss of Charlie San-
tos-Bush and Jay Strother, who are
both attending private schools, the
baseball team will consist of many new
players on the varsity. Sal Ferraina,

Jeff Fitzpatrick, and John Wright are”

the only returning lettermen to this
year’s squad. However, this year’s team
has a lot of potential as many juniors
and seniors are coming up from the
junior varsity.

Some of the strong points so far on

the team include good pitching and

“that

weightlifting and sparring with his
cousin and manager John Sette, Rick
pushed himself to the peak of physical
conditioning to ready himself for his
bout,which was to be held at the Felt
Forum in Madison Square Garden on
thenight of February 11.

Unfortunately, Rick lost the fight
midway in the second round of a
scheduled three-minute round, three-
round fight by an RSC (Referee Stops
Contest). Rick held his own for most of
the fight but seemed to lack the stingin
his punches that I have witnessed in
most of his practices. Call it nerves, or
inexperience ‘or whatever, Rick just
didn’t seem to have the strength
_“many  of his friends and
followers know he possesses. .

Fortunately though for Rick, this was
just the beginning. After debating
whether or not to hang up the gloves for
a while, he joined the Johnny Rice Mid-
town Boxing Club in Stamford. Here,
with five other fighters, he is getting
the training and encouragement he
needs along with the ring time which
was the only thing his training
program was really lacking.

Rick hasn’t always been interested in
boxing. Only within the last two years
has he really developed a profound
interest in the sport. Urged by friend
and one-time professional mid-
dleweight contender Chico Vejar, he
began devoting himself to this
somewhat violent sport.

A sheer competitor in athletics, Rick
excels in many sports. As a junior, he
lettered as a varsity defensive halfback
and running back. He also participates
in baseball, basketball, and track, as
well as boxing.

Baseball Team

strong defense. The pitching will be
split among Jeff Fitzpatrick, Paul
Sellew, Dave “the cat” Catino, and Bob
“boom” Marchesi. The strong defense
is explained by the team’s great depth
in nearly every position. Sal Ferraina,
captain, commented that “some of the
weaknesses the team seems to have
right nowarea lack of togetherness, and
the hitting has not really developed
yet.” But he continued, “As the season
progresses, things will start to jell, and
we should have a good ball club again
this year.” Some of the other teams in
the FCIAC that Sal figures should give
Darien some trouble are Greenwich,
New Canaan, and Stamford, because
they have a lot of experienced players
coming back into their lineups.

Darien opened up the season at home
against Staples on April 14, and then
was at home again on the sixteenth
against Greenwich. (Results of these
games were not available at press
time.)



