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Mittmen Open, Top Rams

By DAVID BAUDER

Pitching is the key element in the
success of many a baseball team. In the
case of the DHS mittmen, the uncertain
aspect of the pitching staff makes it dif-
ficult to forecast whether or not they.
will accomplish their goal of improving
on last year’s 12-8 record. ’

“It's difficult to be confident when
your pitching isn’t proven,” said Coach
George Nelson, entering his fifteenth
year at the helm. “By the time we get
through the first five or six games we’ll
have a better idea of our outlook.”

1ke Coutermash is the only hurler
with varsity experience, and he is ex-
pected to lead the staff. “Ike’s not
overpowering, but he keeps the ball low
and gets it over the plate,” said Coach
Nelson. Seniors Doug Simpson, Chris
Spurlock and junior Brooke Stryker
will also test their arms. Sophomore

randy Rosic is the number one relief pit-
cher.

Greg Dorrell and John Kratky will
split the duty behind the plate, and
Randy Starr will be at first base.
Seniors Peter Stanton and Mike Barrett

DHS gymnast Anthony DiSilvestro
performing during the recent
benefit exhibition staged to help
pay for an operation for Jennifer
Kindilien, a physically han-
dicapped child. (Photo by Richard
Ferris)
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will provide some experience up the
middle, as they anchor second base and
shortstop respectively. Craig Hufnagel
will be the third baseman.

Captain Bill Waters returns his fleet
feet and hot bat to centerfield. Bill hit
.333 for last year’s club and his speed is
a definite asset both defensively and on
the basepaths. Juniors Brad Scholtz
and Jim Yarish appear to have the in-
side track on the other outfield jobs.

Coach Nelson commented ‘that “I
have faith in the potential that we
have. 'm not optimistic nor pes-
gimistic. If we make winning important
to us I think we can beat anybody on
any given day.”

“We don’t have a great deal of varsity
experience,” said Captain Bill Waters,
“but the talent is there. I think we've
got a shot at the counties.”

Opening day for the Wavers occurred
at New Canaan’s Mead Park on April
11 and was a happy start for the team
as they edged the Rams, 4-2. Though
three of the runs came as direct results
of some kindly assists from the New
Canaan infield, the pitching
performances of Ike Coutermash and
Randy Rosic made the game a very
positive one for Darien.

Coutermash pitched a strong six in-
nings, giving up only two hits and one
unearned run. When he tired in the
seventh and gave up two straight
singles, Coach Nelson called on his
fireman, Randy Rosic. The sophomore
showed exemplary poise by getting the
side out safely and saving the win.

The only RBI hit for Darien was a
long single by John Kratky. The Blue

Wave’s first run came on a double steal -

and the last two came as a result of a
double error by a shaky second
baseman.

Tom Constable outreaches David Epprecht to snare a pass during s recent
scrimmage for the newly formed frisbee team.(Photo byiSteyeé Dunbar)

Gymnast Wins Title In National Meet

DHS junior gymnast Clay Moltz
highlighted his young career Saturday,
April 9, as he won the still rings
competition at the National Boys’ In-
vitational Gymnastic Meet in
Philadelphia.

Competing for the New Canaan
YMCA, Moltz scored a 7.95 on the rings
to defeat over 175 other gymnasts to
win the title in the 15-18-year-old age
group. Clay also accumulated 42.3
points "in the six event all-around
competition, which was good enough
for seventh place,

“We didn’t know until the banquet
[which was held after the meet, and
where the awards were presented] the
other gymnasts’ scores, so L had noidea
of where I stood,” Clay commented in
reference to his victory. Moltz'said-that
he was “stunned” when ‘it was an-
nounced that he had taken first place.
Clay also stated, “I was very pleased

Mixed Results For Cindermen

By BOB FERGUSON

The DHS track team opened its
regular season with a victory over Rip-
powam and aloss to Westhill, on Thurs-
day April 7, in frosty winds at the DHS
track.

Lack of depth was a problem as the
Wavers took first in nine events but had
trouble accumulating other places.

The running events are Darien’s
strength. The runners took six firsts in
the running events including Pat
Jackson in themile, sophomore Jim
Satterly in the 330 intermediate
hurdles, Matt Maley in the 220 and 440,
Justin Vorwerk in the 880, and the mile
relay team of Ed Cooke, Regg Jones,
Jim Satterly and Matt Maley.

In the field events for DHS, Rhett
Drugge won the discus, Jim Satterly
won the triple jump and Tom Lechak
jumped six feet to win the high jump.

‘On Saturday, April 9, the boys’and
girls’track teams travelled to the fifth
annual James O’'Neil Relays near West

Point. The boysteam didn’t do quite so
well as the girls (who won), but they did
finish with a respectable sixth place.
Ed Cooke commented on the meet, “We
didn’t win but we sure had class. We
had beach chairs, a hibachi, and plenty
of food and drink. . . .All in all we did

~ well considering that not the whole

team was there and even some who
were, weren’t.”

Co-captain Justin Vorwerk said of
this year’s team, “We have a lot of
talent and should be one of the top
teams in the east in the FCIAC. The
team lacks depth, as shown against
Westhill, but we should have it all
together in time for the counties and
states.”

with my all-around score, because it .

was six points better than my previous
best.” Moltz’s top all-around total
before the NBI meet was 36 points in
the FCIAC Championships in
November.

One of the most dedicated athletes in
Darien, Clay works out for three hours
every day (excluding Sundays) all year
round. He is presently training for the
U.S. Gymnastics Federation Junior
Nationals, which will begin on July 16
in Boulder, Colorado. Moltz will be
teaming with Mark Rosenberg of Stam-
ford and Dave Martinelli of Greenwich
in Colorado, as he did in Philadelphia.
“This meet will be even tougher [than
the NBI},” Clay related on the subject of
the Junior Nationals, “because we have
to score eighty ‘points“[total in com-
pulsory and -optional routines] to
qualify. Because we have to qualify,”
he continued, “it will be an even higher
caliber meet.” Clay will attempt to
qualify at a regional meet at West Point
in June.

During the Blue Wave gymnastics
season, Moltz won the Fairfield County
all-around title, and was runner-up in
three events in the State Cham-
pionships, as well as in the all-around.
Coach Isidore Battino will be attempt-
ing to guide Clay and his other
gymnasts to a third straight state
championship this fail. Clay will be co-
captain along with John Reichart.
Vinny Pozzuoli, a nationally certified
judge and an assistant coach at
Southern Connecticut State Collége.
(which finished third in the recent
NCAA gymnastics championships), is
Moltz’s coach from December to -
August.
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