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Hoopsters Knock Off Knights

By DAVID BAUDER

Another basketball season is upon us
and fourth-year Coach Richard
Percudani and his team are looking
forward optimistically towards a
successful season.

‘The Wavers, who haven’t exactly
been burning up the league in recent
years, finished with a 4-12 ledger last

_year. Coach Percudani cites experience
as a basis for his positive ouflook. “We
have a good nucleus of returning
players,” he said. Seven varsity
ballplayers are returning.

‘Senior cetiter Paul Sellew, who will
captain the team, is being looked at to
repeat his performance of last year,
when he led the team with a 17.4 scor-
ing average and a total of 150 rebounds,
impressive statistics for a junior.

The forwards for this year’s squad
will be led by Rod Walters and Paul
Hendry, both of whom saw duty in the
starting lineup last year. Both are
rugged rebounders and are hoping to
take some of the scoring burden off
‘Sellew’s shoulders.

‘Darien served notice that they were
for real as they surprised Stamford
with a classy 72-63 win on Tuesday,
Dec. 9. Balanced scoring and tough
defense were the main ingredients in
the opening game victory.

Behind the hot shooting of Bob
Harford, the Wavers’ strong first
quarter produced an 18-12 lead. The
second quarter was rather quiet, but
Darien maintained a lead of 31-25 at

By BILL HELMAN

This year’s swim team has been prac-
ticing during the “wee” hours of the
morning, and, according to Coach
Michael Sangster, should be “a definite
contender in the league this year.”

Sangster, in his sixth year as head
coach, commented that although
Darien had a traditionally strong team,
he didn’t know “how we will shape up
against anybody else this year.”” He lost
only two seniors and has “a slew of
returning lettermen.” Senior captain
Jim Shannon heads the list, while
juniors Bob Allen, Chris Layton, Pat
Murphy, and Jack Devito are expected
to contribute to the team effort.

“It appears’ that freestyle is our
strength at this time,” said Sangster.
He continued, “We have traditionally
been strong in the strokes, but this year

halftime.

‘Midway threugh the third quarter,
the Blue Wave executed a seven-point
burst, with Allen Kirkley netting five of
them, but they couldn’t put it away as
Stamford roared back with nine in a
LOW.

When the Knights pulled to within
two points early in the last period, the
tight Darien defense took over and
clutch foul shooting iced the win.

Bob Harford and Paul Sellew led the
scoring with 15 points each. Harford
displayed a good shooting touch and
exceptional ball handling for a junior
with little previous varsity experience.

The backcourt did an excellent job.
Along with Harford, Allen Kirkley put
in nine points, even though he was in
foul trouble during most of the game.
Tom Watkins came off the bench to
pour in 17 joints.

By PIERRE PUCK

The hockey team won over Stamford
Catholic, 6-2, at Darien Ice Rink on
December 10. It was the team’s first vic-
tory after two losses, one to New
Canaan and one to Norwalk.

The frozen Wave played New
Canaan at home to open up their
season. Rookie mentor Phil Clark was
looking for a Blue victory over the
Rams, who had lost most of their team
to graduation. Instead, New Canaan
dominated the game and won, 5-3.
Dwight ( Colhns Burchie Baylor and

we lack depth in them. Freestyle seems
to be our deep point, as we have many
quality swimmers.” Allen and Shan-
non lead the way, both being potential
record-setters. “We should demolish
over half of the school records,”
Sangster boasted.

With new rules concerning scoring in
dual meets, depth of the team has
become increasingly important. No
longer can oneor two swimmers carry a
team to victory. And depth seems to be
a problem for Darien, as Sangster can
barely find enough able bodies to fill
the openings. Two new students, Mike
Bowley and Andy Wetmore, should:
help relieve the load and Sangsterlooks
for big things from these youngsters.

Coach Sangster also mentioned the
fact that neighboring teams are becom-
ing much better because of their pool
facilities. While most schools have built
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Craig Sinclair and Jamie Widmann bfeaking out of their own zone against
New Canaan on Dec. 1. (Photo by Rob Joseph)

Dan Grady scored goals for Darien, but
it simply wasn’t enough to overcome
New Canaan’s. potent offense. John
Horne and Jeff Taylor also had assists
for the Wave. The defense and goalie
Regan Ashbaugh played well, but the
New Canaan jinx just couldn’t be
beaten.

Next,

the Crystal Ice Palace. The cocky
Wavers were beaten badly, 3-1, by a

Vmed1ocre Norwalk team that clearly

pools on the premlses, Darien
swimmers still practice at the “Y.”
“Teams with their own pools are cat-
ching up and then going right by us,”
Sangster said. He cited Trumbull as be-
ing a team that has vastly improved,
due mainly to the presence of a pool at
their new school.

The Blue Wave team had an 8-4 won-
lost record last year, and hopes to im-
prove on it early, as they take on St.
Mary’s and Wilton. The first tough
meet is against Greenwich, a night
meet, on December 19. When asked
about the strong Cardinal team, Coach
Sangster commented, “We're going to
go down there and see how tough they
really are.” If the team can overcome
the lack of depth, and if several key
performers can carry the load, look for
have another
successful yearunder mentor Sangster.

Grapplers Hope To
By BUGSY McGRAW

With the spirits of Dick ‘“The
Bulldog” Brower and the Black Jacks,
the Darien matmen will take on
Jonathan Law High School, December
18, at 4:00 p.m. on home territory.

The wrestlers have been holding
practice after school to get in shape for
the season by running, lifting weights,
and wrestling. The team will try to
better last year’s record of 6 wins and 9
losses with help from co-captains Joe
Lombardo, in the 107 weight class, and
147 weight class contender Dave Sisk.
Support will also come from John
Stevenson (169 pound class), John
Nimock (134 pound class), Lou Procac-
cini, who will bein the unlimited weight
category, and John Kratky, wrestling
in the 121 class. New to the team this
year are Jack Humphrey, who will
wrestle the 147 pounds, and John
Nimock (134 pound class). Sophomores
contributing are Chris Kratky (100

the pucksters traveled to-
Norwalk where they played Norwalk at

Frozen Wave Drops Two, Ices Catholic

outhustled and outskated them. The
lone Darien goal was scored by Boie
Bogardus on a weak shot from the slot.

The Wavers went crazy at home
against Catholic as they completely
dominated the hapless team, winning
6-2. Sophomore Tom Holland scored
two goals, and Craig Sinclair, Jeff
Taylor, Matt Clinton, and Dwight
Collins scored the others.

The Catholic game hopefully started
winning ways for the Wave, who at this
writing sport a 1-2 record. The first line
of Matt James, Craig Sinclairand Mike
Barret has started to come into its own,
and Coach Clark looks for big things
from this line. Jeff Taylor, a standout
returnee from last season, centers
another line between juniors Brian
Hathaway and Dan Grady. Probably
the biggest surprise has been the third
line consisting of Tom Holland, Boie
Bogardus, Dwight Collins, and Burch
Baylor, which thus far has scored six
goals.

The steady defense features the two
co-captains, Pete Romanos and Matt
Clinton. Jamie Widmann and Frank
Carter, only a sophomore, also start .

Overall, the team looks like they
should be off and running towards a
winning season. Their next game was
against Wilton, Saturday, December
13. The pucksters, then took on Westhill
and will play Greenwich, Saturday,
December 20 in a game that should
prove to be a thriller.

Pin Down Victories

pound class), Doug Stevenson and
Scott Savage, who will both be in the
147 pound class.

The wrestlers’ coach, Jim Girard,
commented, ‘“The team success this
year will depend on the wrestlers get-
ting down to their proper weights and
the team members staying healthy.”
Last year the team lost some close
meets due to illness but this year Coach
Girard stated, “We have much better
depth this yearin case ofillness during
the winter months.”

A few of the team members stated
that the team looks very good this year
and that they are looking forward to a
successful season this winter.

The teams who will be the tough
challengers this year will be Staples,
Westhill, Trumbull and Wilton, who are
all expected to have good seasons.

Coach Girard and the team members
are hoping for a good turnout for these
key meets and for all the other meets
during the 1975-76 season.



