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his scholarship for him. I have to give
Weinke credit; he did have a backup
plan. And maybe he doesn't mind being
so old; he probably likes the fact that
his teammates call him Dad. But I think
his age gives him a bit of an advantage
in college football, and that's why he
shouldn't have won the Heisman. But
the fact that he did win the Heisman has
people asking how old is too old for col­
lege football. When the age cap between
you and your opponents is seven years,
I'd say that's too old. When you are
older than a dozen quarterbacks in the
NFL, I'd say that's too old. Weinke
should not have won the Heisman and
he should not be allowed to even play
college football. Weinke said that he
enjoyed playing football, which is obvi­
ous because he gets to beat up on eigh­
teen and twenty year-aIds. Here is a sce­
nario that will be my culminated argu­
ment against Chris Weinke: Drew
Bledsoe is the same age as Chris Weinke.
If Drew Bledsoe were the quarterback
for any team in college football, he would
win the Heisman hands down.

When he won the Heisman Trophy in
December he became the oldest recipi­
ent by five years. He also became the
first Heisman Trophy winner who al­
ready has a bald spot on his head! Of
course the Heisman Committee can't see
his balding head because it is covered
so well by his football helmet so they
obviously didn't factor that into their
decision. We all remember the joke, "A
lot of people go to college for seven
years. But most of them are doctors."
Apparently they're also quarterbacks
too. Chris Weinke enrolled at Florida
State the same year as Charlie Ward.
Now, some time later, Charlie Ward is
playing basketball for the New York
Knicks and Weinke is a 28 year-old se­
nior in college. You would've thought.
The reason why Weinke is so old is be­
cause he took a six-year hiatus from col­
lege to play baseball. He played for one
of the Toronto Blue Jays farm teams.
Weinke wasn't going very far with base­
ball so he decided to return to college
and play football. He was still allowed
to because Rorida State still held onto

and number one Nebraska at home and
won 31-14. Oklahoma did play Kansas
State again in December for the Big 12
championship and won 27-24. The win
over Nebraska gave Oklahoma the num­
ber one spot in the BCS standings, a
spot they held onto for the entire year.
But that's say that, hypothetically, Okla­
homa did lose one game during the regu­
lar season. Then at season's end there
would have been seven teams, Miami,

Washington, Or­
egon State, Florida
State, \Tirginia
Tech, TCU, and
Oklahoma that
would have only
had one loss. If
you put that for­
mula into the BCS
system, I'm sure
the computer
would explode.
Maybe the BCS
Committee should
write a thank you
note to the Okla­
homa football team
for saving them
from being
swamped with
controversy.

Reason #2:
Heisman trophy winner Chris Weinke

This year Florida State quarterback
Chris Weinke won the Heisman Trophy,
which is understandable because he
was, without a doubt, the best quarter­
back in the country. There was only one
problem with him; he's 28! 28 years old!

encourages them to do. Rorida State had
played four ranked teams, one of which
they lost to, one they only beat by five,
two others that were in the top twenty,
and had traveled no farther than Mary­
land to playa road game. Yet they were
able to play in the national champion­
ship game instead of Miami, a team that
had actually beaten them head to head
but had unfortunately lost early in the
season to
unranked Wash­
ington.

Fortunately
for all, Oklahoma
put all the contro­
versy to rest by
going undefeated
this year and beat­
ing Rorida State in
the national cham­
pionship game.
Oklahoma was the
undisputed cham­
pion this year,
playing two
ranked teams dur­
ing the regular
season and one
(Florida State) in
the postseason.
Even though they
only played two ranked teams, Kansas
State and Nebraska, during the season
they were both undefeated when Okla­
homa played them. Oklahoma played
undefeated Kansas State in October at
Kansas and beat' them 41-31. The fol­
lowing week Oklahoma played unbeaten
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Blue Wave Basketball looks to
improve after strong effort against
New Cannan

Swim Team Heads Toward Three-Peat

• By Tom Nissen
StaffWrier

Darien boys basketball struggled
through another tough season this year,
as several close games slipped through
their hands. The season was highlighted
by the leadership of seniors Jack Sousa,
Scott Hanky, Andy Mattison, Zsis Halis
and captain Brian Chacos. Coach Minotti
put together a team that, while some­
times outmatched, never lacked deter­
mination or effort.

The season seemed to come to­
gether during a close, hard fought battle
with the cross-town rivals, the New
Canaan Rams. On January 19, the Rams
barely edged out a determined Blue
Wave 50-45. The Wave came out deter­
mined to avenge the 49-23 loss to New
Canaan earlier in the season. The game
saw Darien play what might perhaps be
their best game of the season, as the
Wave posted few turnovers and amaz­
ing offensive performances from junior
Jonathan O'Hanlon and senior Andy
Mattison. O'Hanlon chipped in 16
points including two three-pointers,
while Mattison scored 14.

The game also featured the hard­
nosed play from Darien's trio of power
in the paint, junior Andrew Terry, and

seniors Brian Chacos and Scott Hanky.
The trio combined for 24 rebounds, as
the size advantage proved to give Darien
a big boost against the much smaller
Rams.

The team has a bright future ahead
of it, as it will be poised for a winning
season with a roster that is top-heavy
with seniors. Juniors Jon O'Hanlon,
Andrew Terry, Eddie Carta, John
Wheelock, Paul Carley and Kyle
Lawrence all will return next year. This
powerful group of juniors combining
with sophomore standout Henry Homes
look to lead Darien to a winning season
next year. Junior John Wheelock said of
the possibility of a winning season next
year, "Just wait, once I can Tomahawk
jam, we will go undefeated."

Height is one thing Darien does not
lack, with every starter measuring over
6 feet tall. The Darien defense centers
on the twin towers of Andrew Terry and
Brian Chacos. Both can dunk the ball
cleanly, and often do so at practice. How­
ever, neither Andrew nor Brian has
dunked in a game.

With Coach \Tincent Minotti behind
them, and a slew of returning starters,
look for Darien Boys basketball to make
their presence felt in the FCIAC next year.

• By Andy Mattison
Opinion Editor

So far winter swimming is making
good on its early season projection to
win a third straight "class s" state title
this year with its 10-1 record and East­
ern Division title. Winter swimming has
been a powerhouse this year, with se­
nior swimmers Mike Zarrilli, Danny
Diette, Billy Shufelt, Ed and Will Briganti,
Brendan Kapsamalis and Justin Grefe
getting the job donefor the Blue Wave
while Katie Thomas has been able to
dive consistently well for the team
throughout the season. Darien's only
loss came against perennial powerhouse
Greenwich, the reigning FCIAC champs
and Class LL state open champs. Darien
only lost to Greenwich 102-81, but had
wins against rival New Canaan, Wilton,
Fairfield Prep, and Staples. The swim­
mers on the team have also done well
individually, with a bunch of them quali­
fying for the postseason.

"I couldn't tell you how many
people have qualified for states because
there are just so many of them. There
are so many kids on the team that pose a
major threat to the teams we face in the
postseason," senior Mike Zarrilli said.
The depth that the swim team has really
helps them out during the season in case
some of their top swimmers go down to
injuries. This was the case with Billy
Shufelt. Juniors Neville Mitchell, Derek
Claiborne, Chris Guerette are just some

of the many underclassman on the team
that have been able to contribute to the
winning ways ofthe swim team.

Not every victory has been a rout
for the Blue Wave. They have had close
meets against Staples and Fairfield Prep.
Farifield especially sticks out because it
came down to the final relay and the
Darien swimmers just edged out Prep to
win the relay and the meet. "It was all so
exciting. I was screaming so loud I lost
my voice," said Zarrilli. The final relay
consisted of senior Mike Zarrilli, junior
Neville Mitchell, sophomore John Haley,
and, swimming the final leg was senior
Danny Diette.

Even with a great record and tons
of confidence to win states again, coach
JeffBrameier is making sure the team still
has goals that they can work toward
achieving.

"We would like to win FCIACS but
its tough every year because Greenwich
is so good so coach is telling us that our
goal for FCIACS should be to finish at
least second and prove that we are the
best team in the FCIAC after Green­
wich," said senior Justin Grefe. The Blue
Wave faced Stamford at Stamford on
February 16th to finish the regular sea­
son and then the postseason begins
with FCIAC trials February 27th at Green­
wich. FCIAC finals are March ISland
states are March 14th at Wesleyan Uni­
versity.


