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Hockey, Wrestling, Basketball Teams Produce

By JOHN TIBBETTS, DOUG STE-
VENSON and BILL WAGGENER

Hockey

The Darien High School hockey team
stumbled early in the season, but has
succeeded in turning itself into one of
the best teams in Fairfield County.

Throughout the season, Darien has
proved that it is consistently explosive
at both ends of the ice. The offense is
spearheaded by Bill Hunter, Tim Ap-
pleton, Bill McGill, Abu Hartigan, and
Bob Price. At press time, Hunter led the
team with 14 goals. Hartigan was next
in line with 12, and McGill and Ap-
pleton had 11 goals apiece. Price was
first in assists with 12. In amassing
their 10-4 record, the Wavers scored 92
goals in the fourteen games.

Equally talented in their end of the
ice, Darien’s defensemen have shown
that they can effectively thwart any
team’s attack. Doug Hart, David
Widmer, and Nick Hathaway are
defensemen whose achievements do
not show up on the scoresheet. McGill
and Price, also members of the defense,
are equally talented. Doug Hart has es-
tablished. himself as. perhaps the best
checker on the team. Widmer and
Hathaway excel at stealing the puck,
and McGill and Price pass the puck as
well as anybody on the team.

Goalie John Roney has improved
steadily since the beginning of the
season. Once quite tentative in going
after the puck, he now shows eagerness
every time he is on the ice. Darien will
benefit greatly from his services for
both the remaining part of this season
and next season.

If the pucksters continue to play as
they have all season, they will have no
trouble reaching the playoffs. If they
play to the best of their ability, they can
beat any team in the state.

Wrestling

The Darien High School Wrestling
team came off a rough pre-season They
finished sixth in the Westhill
Christmas Tournament, and lost three
out of their four pre-season meets. Lack
of experience is the main contributor to
these losses, but the young team is im-
proving steadily.

In winning their opening meet of the
season, over New Canaan,the matmen
were led with pins by Co- captain Chris
Kratky, Ron Ferreri, Frank Palmer,
and Charlie Bounty. Winning by
referee’s decision were Co-captain Scott
Savage, Dave Curtis, Vinnie Parrotta,
Keith Dayton, and Dave Pietsch.

However, the grapplers went on to
drop the next two meets to Westhill, 39-
12, and Staples, 44-12. In those two mat-
ches the young team wrestled well but
could not overcome the depth, strength,
and experience of the top two teams in
the county. Head Coach Jim Girard
commented, “The beginning of our
schedule is always tough, but I am op-
timistic about the remainder of our
season. ] feel we can achieve at least a
.500 mark:for the season.” Girard also
felt that the team would have to
produce more pins in order to make up
for the two forfeits in the lower weight
classes. A bright spot for the future is
junior Ron Ferreri,whoshows a great
deal of potential as he has a 6-0-1 mark
thus far on the season.

The season continued to decline for
the wrestlers as they lost to Norwalk,
32-20, Brian McMahon, 49-7, and
Ridgefield, 35-19. However, there were
some bright moments as Chris Kratky
and Bill Hughes pinned their op-
ponents in the Norwalk mee*. Frank
Palmer also recorded a pin against
Ridgefield.

This year’s team is centered around a

Darien hockey players Tim Appleton and Ned Saunders get set for action in
a recent game. (Photo by Richard Ferris)
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nucleus of five men: Co- captains Scott
Savage and Chris Kratky both madeit
to the finals of the Westhill
Tournament but lost to tough op-
position. Vinnie Parrotta, who took
third in the Christmas tournament,
and Ron Ferreri who finished fourth,
along with Keith Dayton make up the
building blocks of the team.
Basketball
This year’s young DHS basketball

' team is suffering through one of its

most difficult seasons. After a long str-
ing of losses, Darien did manage to win
two games, over Stamford Catholic and
Ridgefield, and raised its record to 3-10
by press time. One of the more recent
losses came against Norwalk.

The key to the pitfalls of this year’s
team is turnovers. Committing ten-
second violations, traveling, bad
passes, and unnecessary hacking and
reaching-in fouls have enabled
pratically every team the Wavers have
played this year to capitalize and blow
Darien off the floor.

DHS has been surrendering some 28

more pomts a game to the opposmon_v‘ ,‘

that” the Wavers are scoring
themselves. They’ve lost by scores such
as 76-45, 77-35, 86-51, 82-49, and 60-35.

However, the 60-35 game was away
at Norwalk High, a team many area ex-
perts pick to be state champions at the
end of the season. Darien unveiled a
new slowdown, deliberate, work-for-
the-good-shot offense, and a hustling,
aggressive defense that for awhile had
the Bears baffled and out of sync. Jeff
Allen, Norwalk’s 6’ 8” center, was held
to four points the entire game due to the
great defensive jobs turned in by John
Bavier and Dave Graham, both five in-

" ches shorter than Allen.

In this game, Darienwasonlydownby

eightin the fourth quarter witha chance-

Mixed Results

to make it six and gain the momentum.

Unfortunately, a missed lay-up and two
turnovers later, ' Darien was trailing by
fourteen and the party was over.

The team raised its record to 3-10 by
defeating Stamford Catholic and
Ridgefield back-to-back on Monday,
January 24, and Tuesday, January 25.

The Crusaders of Catholic were the
first victims as Darien defeated them
on the Catholic court. The Wavers were
led by Dave Graham, Captain Tom
McNamara, and Mike Kolb, who
played perhaps his best game of the
year. Darien took a quick lead, and
although Catholic challenged in the
third quarter, cutting a 21-point lead to
just seven with five minutes still to play
in the game, Kolb’s ability to control
the ball and McNamara’s to put it
through the hoop were enough to hold
them off as Darien won by eight.

Ridgefield was an opponent that
Darien perhaps took too lightly. After
pulling away by 10, Darien’s lead was
gradually chipped down to four points
with 41 seconds to go in the game. The
Tlgers took over the ba}l q(nd 8CO
narrow the margin 65250 Afte
throw that gave the Wavers a three-
point lead, Ridgefield tallied once more
with five seconds remaining.
McNamara then ran out the clock for a
final score of 53-52.

Coach Rick Ericson has his team hus-
tling, and never giving up, which is a
good sign. With some consistency and a
cutting down of turnovers, Darien
could raise its record from 3-10 at press
time, to a level of fair respectability by
the end of the season. Darien can beat
Trumbull~ (February 3), Ludlowe
(February 10), Rippowam (February
14), and Wilton in the season finale
(February 17), besides surprising a few
other teams along the way.

Johnston, Sutherland Continve Improvement

By LINDA BORNHUETTER and
CYNDI BONANNO
Denele Johnston has enjoyed skat-
ing since she was seven years old. After
ten years Denele and skating seem to
have gotten along well.

This winter she hopes to pass her
eighth test. This is the culmination of a
series of tests, each of which may take
between nine months and a year to
pass. The figures in these tests are
based upon basic edge circles which
become progressively more difficult ac-
cording to test level. There are also a
certain number..of freestylemovesthat
a skater must perform based on jumps,
spins, and footwork. According to
Denele the most difficult required jump
is the double lutz, which consists of a
double revolution in the air. The skater
must also perform her own four-minute
freestyle program.

The eighth testis the highest possible
non-competition achievement a skater
in'the United Statescan accomplish. If
Denele passesthis test she will be eligible
to compete on a level at which only four
or five people in New England compete.

Denele Johnston (Photo by
Richard Ferris)

Skating at such a high level requires

‘a lot of time and money. Denele prac-

tices six days a week for two to four
hours in Stamford, Bridgeport,
Westchester, and Hamden. She has to
pay for rink time, coaches, skates and
traveling.

Denele’s main reason for skating is
the sense of accomplishment it brings.
She says it is a good way to meet people
and to relieve tensions and pressures.

Sutherland Sprints To Victory

Mandy Sutherland is classified as

“greased lightning,” because when you

. watch her run, you really cannot see.

her. One second she is about to start,
and the next second she is at the finish
line with another first place.

Mandy has been involved in track
since the ninth grade. She says, “I
wanted to run mainly because it’s fun.”
She usually pratices on the track here
at the high school, but during the
winter season she runs on the roads.
Between seasons she runs in AAU
competition, sometimes traveling as
far as Maine for these meets.

“Everyone says winning isn’t
everything, but I feel great when I win,”
said Mandy. She has only been beaten
once in-the 100-yard dashand the50-
yard and has never been beaten in
300-yard sprints that she runs in the
winter season on an indoor track.

When asked if she ever got sick of
working out, Mandy answered, “You
never really think of quitting, but you
do get sick of it at times.” When she
graduates from high school she will be
looking for a college with a good track
team so she may continue using her
talent.
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