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Outdoors Club
One of the most active and popular'

organizations at the high school is the
Outdoors Club. The purpose ofthe club,
says Pressident Richard Terhune, is to
"try to encourage people to enjoy the
outdoors and expetience nature by liv­
ing in it day today."

The club is having its most active
year ever, taking thirteen trips this
school year. There are some fifty
members in the club, many ofwhom are
sophomores. President Terhune at­
tributes this to the sophomore orien­
tation program last fall.

The club took one of the toughest
trips in January to Slide Mountain
where there were three feet of snow and
temperatures down to ten degrees. The
club also took a cross-country ski trip
in February to Cummington Ski Ceriter
in Massachusetts. Also in the making
are a canoe trip in the spring and a
bicycling trip this summer.

Beginners are welcome to join and
the club can supply them with' just
about any equipment they need.
Several trips are taken each year
designed s'pecifically for novices. 'Ac­
cording toTerhuOl', the campouts give
members "a strong sense of personal
achievement." .

David Herbert' anld 'Williarrt'
McCarthy are the faculty advisors.,
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The~e celestial beings w.~r~ ..:.,!l.potted rccClltlY· 'on thl" roof of a local
building by a Nl'irad phot()~rapher, (Pho(() hY'ltichard Ferri!!)

member's house for the foreign ex­
change students at DHS and an ex­
change with members of New
Canaan's chapter of the society. About
10 New Canaan NHS members visited
DHS and several Darien members
visited N8IW Canaan High School. A pot
luck supper was also held for some New
Canaan members at a Darien student's
home. The Darien chapter also ushered
at the mid-year graduation ceremonies
on Friday, January 27.

'Current'
Current is Darien High School's

literary magazine. It contains poems
and short stories as well as art and
photography. Current has been
published twice a year in the past, but
this year there will be one double issue
in th.e spring.

Every ~other Mondayafternoon editor
Beth Stringer and the rest of the
Current staffmeet and discuss material
submitted for publication. Most of this
materi~~es from creative writing
classes.,/[mt all students and faculty
member-; are encouraged: to submi~
m,aterials.

This year, as in the past, there will be
cash prizes for the best work. Material
for pulication 'may be put in the box in
room B-9. Interested in becominlg a
Current staffer? Speak with Beth
Stringer or Geraldine Marshall, the
faculty advisor.

Students Disturbed By 'tuttin'g ,,'f X-Ppr;od
Conti~ued f:om page 1. '. co-~~air, of ~e'·Ly~~~~~!u.~.~;~i:p!;Is,::£.,~t~;B,~.~t/'~~~volved in s,t\ld~nt

When asked what he thollght the state<!, 'Meetmg after school"ls 1m- ~overnment. We have worked hard for
future was for the many student clubs possible for many students. Some six months on the new government and
and organizations at the high school, studellts have sports after school and in one Board of Education meeting it
Dr. Robbins stated, "I don't anticipate they have to do homework at night." has been all but ruined. I think another
any diminution o~ their existence at Clay Moltz, moderator of the General alternative could have been found,oos'
all, although we ':"lll want to. evaluate Assembly stated, "The canceling of X- sibly the dropping of homeroom." ,','
what the effect WIll be of haVIng fewer period has hurt our goal ofgetting more
X-periods during the second semester.
We do know that most schools rUn their
activities' without the' presence of a
regular X-period."

The fact that clubs and activities can·
not meet during school has upset a
number of students. Robert Ottenstein,

'Neirad' Surveys Various Club Activities

Some time ago Kathy Deegan,
another senior at DHS, was spending
the night at a friend's house. They
heard a whirring noise and looked out
the window into the night. They saw a
"spaceship" land in an open field,
about 100 yards away. Shocked at what
they had seen they refused to inves­
tigate, let alone look out the window.
The next day Kathy and her friend
went to the field where they had
observed the "spaceship."

"We saw a circle that had been
burned along the outer edges. The
weeds were all matted down as if
something heavy had been lying on
them. Obviously something had been
there. Whether it was actually a UFO or
not, we will never know," Kathy
commented.

Have these people actually seen
UFO's or have these been figments of
their imagination? Should we write
them off as "loonies," or should we
believe them and look for our own
UFO's?

This is all we can say to you: Ifyou ac­
tually encounter an alien being be sure
to ask him for a picture. '

Neirad wishes to give our readers a
brief sampling of a few of the non­
athletic extra-curricular activities
currently active at DHS.

National Honor Society

The National Honor Society, with
faculty advisor Faye Gage,
chairperson of the English
department, has been quite active this
y.~ar in comparison with previous
years. Members have been tutoring
students in problem subjects, mainly
mathematics and English. As a com­
munity service group, members hope to
enjoy themselves while helping others.

The main goal ofthe 20-member NHS
is to raise funds for senior scholarships.
.Co- chairperson Cheryl-Hess and fund­
raiser Clay Moltz have set their goal
at doubling the amount of last year's
scholarships.

The group sponsored the Southerp
Mountain Concert and netted $160.
Other activities the group has been in­
volved with were a -dinner at a

Close:Encou'nters '"LO'ca:l:itesHave
By MARYLYNN SLATTERY
The article which you are about to

read contains several accounts of ac­
tual UFO sightings.

"On a Tuesday night in November, I
was driving along Contentment Island
Road with a friend of mine taking pic­
tures for my photography claBS as­
signment," began Jinsey Dauk, a
senior at Darien High School. "All of a
sudden a bright orange crescent loomed
up in the sky. It shone as brightly as the
sun. We tried to think ofwhat the object
might have been, but we could think of
nothing that made any sense. The sun
didn't shine at 9:00 p.m. and the moon
was never that shape.

"We watched it for a few minutes, and
then my friend suggested that I take
some pictures of it. As I focused my
camera,the object disappeared. Two to
four bright lights then appeared in the
same area in which we had seen the
crescent-shaped object. These lights
darted around the sky faster than any
plane could have gone. This time I took
pictures of them but they were nothing
to rave about. A few minutes later these
[lights] also disappeared and we never
saw them again," concluded Jinsey.

David Herbert, a French and English
teacher at DHS, had a similar ex­
perience. He was spending the weekend
with some other peoJ?le when one of his"
friends came rushing into the house.
She told them that she had seen a
sphere-shaped object moving about the
sky. They doubted her word, but she
urged them to come and investigate, so
they left the house.

"We saw a bright orange-red object
directly above the horizon. We tried'to
use rational judgement in order to iden­
tify the sphere-shaped object, but could
think of nothing much other than an
unidentified flying object. The UFO
moved from left to right and right to
left, as well as up and down. It changed
colors all the time too. At times it was
red and other times a purplish color. We
watched it for about 15 minutes. Then it
disappeared. We notified the
authorities, one ofwhom said, 'You saw
what?'''After further explanation by
Mr. Herbert, the official said, "Well,
keep us posted."

So far the accounts have only dealt
with UFO encounters of the first kind,
actual sighting. Neirad is proud to in­
form you of a UFO encounter of the
second kind, actual landing, which a
studentin ourhi~h school has had.

DRS principal Donald Robbins'
'and Gerard Coulombe, assistant
principal, prepare to serve during
recent breakfast for teachers
sponsored by the administration.
(photo by Richard Ferris)
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Hcde" Wrestling, Basketball TeaRls Produce Mixed Results

Darien hockey players Tim Appleton and'Ned SauD'ders ge't se't for action in
a recent game. (Photo by Richard Ferris)

to make it six and gain the momentum.
Unfortunately,amissed lay-up and two'
tumoverslater,' Darien was trailing by
fourteen and the party was over.

The team raised its record to 3-10 by
defeating Stamford Catholic and
Ridgefield back-to-back on Monday,
January 24, and Tuesday, January 25.

The Crusaders of Catholic were the
first victims as Darien defeated them
on the Catholic court. The Wavers were
led by Dave Graham, Olptain Tom
McNamara, and Mike Kolb, who
played perhaps his best game of the
year. Darien took a quick lead, and
although Catholic challenged in the
third quarter, cutting a 21-point lead to
just seven with five minutes still to play
in the game, Kolb's ability to control
the ball and McNamara's to put it
through the hoop were enough to hold
them off as Darien won by eight.

Ridgefield was an opponent that
Darien perhaps took too lightly. After
pulling away by 10, Darien's lead was
gradually chipped down to four points
with 41 seconds to go in the game. The
Tig~~,!l,~~~g,:~r ~h~.?!l!t-}~n:~,§SP~~,!,~"
narrow the margin to 52.:50. After a free
throw that gave the Wavers a three­
point lead, Ridgefield tallied once more
with five seconds remaining.
McNamara then ran out the clock for a
fin9.l score of 53-52.

Coach Rick Ericson has his team hus­
tling, and never giving up, which is a
good sign. With some consistency and a .
cutting down of turnovers, Darien
could raise its record from 3-10 at press
time, to a level of fair respectability by
the end of the season. Darien can beat
Trumbull- (February 3), Ludlow,e'
(February 10), Rippowam (February
14), and Wilton in the season finale
(February 17), besides surprising a few
other teams along the way.

by(PhotoDenele Johnston
Richard Ferris)

nucleus of five men: Co- captains Scott
"Savage and Chris Kratky both made it
to the finals of the Westhill
Tournament but lost to tough op­
position. Vinnie Parrotta, who took
third in the Christmas toumam~nt,

and Ron "Ferreri who finished fourth,
along with Keith Dayton make up the
building blOCks of the team.

Basketball
This year's young DHS basketball

team is suffering through one of its
most difficult seasons. After a long str­
ing of losses, Darien did manage to win
two games, over Stamford Catholic and
Ridgefield, and raised its record to 3-10
by press time. One of the more recent
losses came against Norwalk.

The key to the pitfalls of this year's
team is turnovers. Committing ten­
second violations, traveling, bad
passes, and unnecessary hacking and
reaching-in fouls have' enabled
pratically every team the Wavers have
played this year to capitalize and blow
Darien off the floor.

DHS has been surrendering some 28
more points a game to the oppositi,ol,l
th'at" th'ev\\i'a;er~"ai~8c';j:rYilg'"
themselves. They've lost by scores such
as 76-45, 77-35, 86-51, 82-49, and 60-35.

However, the 60-35 game was away
at Norwalk High, a team many area ex­
perts pick to be state champions at the
end of the season. Darien unveiled a
new slowdown, deliberate, work-for­
the-good-shot offense, and a hustling,
aggressive defense that for awhile had
the Bears baffled and out of sync. Jeff
Allen, Norwalk's 6' 8" center, was held
to four points the entire game due to the
great defensive jobs turned in by John
Bavier and Dave Graham, both,five in­
ches shorter'than Allen.

In this game, Darienwasonlydowriby
eightin the fourth quarter witha chance

Johnston, Sutherla d Conti ue Improvement
By LINDA BORNHUETTER and Skating at such a high level requires

CYNDl BONANNO a lot of time and money. Denele prac-
Denele Johnston has enjoyed skat- tices six days a week for two to four

ing since she was seven years old. After hours in Stamford, Bridgeport,
ten years Denele and skating seem to Westchester, and Hamden. She has to
have gotten along well. pay for rink time, coaches, skates and

This winter she hopes, to paBS her traveling.
eighth test. This is the culmination of a Denele's main reason for skating is
series of tests, each of which may take the sense of accomplishment it brings.
between nine months and a year to She says it is a good way to meet people
pass. The figures in these tests are and to relieve tensions and pressures.
based upon basic edge circles which Sutherland Sprints To Victory
become progressively more difficult ac- Mandy Sutherland is classified as
cording to test level. There are also a "greased lightning," because when you
ce~,n~D?"'~~r;,'Of~tylWl;lo:Y;l!s,th~t", wa~h her ~, YO~.F,e,~y; ~,not,see.
a skater must perform based on jumps, her. One second sne 18aooutto start,
spins, and footwork. According to and the next second she is at the finish
Denele the most difficult required jump line with another first place.
is the double lutz, which consists of a Mandy has been involved in track
double revolution in the air. The skater since the ninth grade. She says, "I
must also perform her own four-minute wanted to run mainly because it's fun."
freestyl~ program. She usually pratices on the track here

The eighth testis the hil{hest possible at the high school, but during the
non-eompetition achievement'a skater winter season she runs on the roads.
in\the United States can accomplish. If Between seasons she runs in AAU
Denele passesthis test she will be eligible competition, sometimes traveling as
to compete on a level at which only four far as Maine for these meets.
or five people in New England compete. "Everyone says winning isn't

everything, but I feel great when I win,"
said Mandy. She has only been beaten
once in- the l00-yard dashand the50­
yard and has never been beaten ;n
3DO-yard sprints that she runs in the
winter season on an indoor track.

When asked if she ever got sick of
working out, Mandy answered, "You
never really think of quitting, but you
do get sick of it at times." When she
graduates from high school she will be
looking for a college with a good track
team 80 she may continue using her
talent.

Wrestling

The Darien High School Wrelltling
team came off a rough pre-season.They
finished sixth in the Westhill
Christmas Tournament, and lost three
out of their four pre-season meets. Lack
of experience is the main contributor to
these losses, but the young team is im­
proving steadily.

In winning their opening meet of the
season. over New Canaal},the matmen
were led with pins by Co-'captain Chris
Kratky, Ron Ferreri, Frank Palmer,
and Charlie Bounty. Winning by
referee's decision werf8o-captain Scott
Savage, Dave Curtis, Vinnie Parrotta,
Keith Dayton, and Dave Pietsch.

However, 'the grapplers went on to
drop the next two meets to Westhill, 39­
12, and Staples, 44-12. In those two mat­
ches the young team wrestled well but
could not overcome the depth, strength,
and experience of the top two teams in
the county. Head Coach Jim Girard
commented, "The beginning of our
schedule is always tough, but 1am op­
timistic about the remainder of our
season. I feel we can achieve at least a
.500 mark;for the season:' ,Girard also
felt that the team would have to
produce more pins in order to make up
for the two forfeits in the lower weight
classes. A bright spot for the future is
junior Ron Ferreri,whoshows a great
deal of potential as he has a 6-0-1 mark
thus far on the season.

The season ~ontinued to decline for
the wrestlers $ they lost to Norwalk,
32-20, Brian McMahon, 49-7, and
Ridgefield, 35-19. However, there were
some bright moments as Chris Kratky
and Bill Hughes pinned their 0p­

ponents in the Norwalk mee~. Frank
Palmer also recorded a pin against
Ridgefield.

This year's team is centered around a

By JOHN TIBBETIS, DOUG STE­
VENSON and BILL WAGGENER

Hockey
The Darien High School hockey team

stumbled early in the season, but has
succeeded in turning itself into one of
the best teams in Fairfield County.

Throughout the season, Darien has
proved that it is consistently explosive
at both ends of the ice. The offense is
spearheaded by Bill Hunter, Tim Ap­
pleton. Bill McGill, Abu Hartigan, and
Bob Price. At press time, Hunter led the
team with 14 goals. Hartigan was next
in line with 12, and McGill and Ap­
pleton had 11 goals apiece. Price was
first in assists with 12. In amassing
their 10-4 record, the Wavers scored 92
goals in the fourteen games.

Equally talented in their end of the
ice, Darien's defensemen have shown
that they can effectively thwart any
team's attack. Doug Hart, David
Widmer, and Nick Hathaway are
defensemen whose achievements do
oot show up on the scoresheet. McGill
and Price, also members of the defense,
are equally talented. Doug Hart has es­
ta~jshed .hill1$llf as ,perhaps the best
checker on the team. Widmer and
Hathaway excel at stealing the puck,
and McGill and Price pass the puck as
well as anybody on the team.

Goalie John Roney has improved
steadily since the beginning of the
season. Once quite tentative in going
after the puck, he now shows eagerness
every time he is on the ice. Darien will
benefit greatly from his services for
both the remaining part of this season
and next season.

If the pucksters continue to playas
they have aU season, they will have no
trouble reaching the playoffs. If they
play to the bestoftheir ability, they can
bea~ any team in the state.

,Ourup-to-date Category Index will direct
you to the information you need~ facts
and all shades of opInion on contempo­
rary issues are at

C. I. STUDENTS!

748 Post Road, Darien, Connecticut
655-8344


