






















































Past, Present
& Future

Superintendent of Schools speaks out

State of the high school
Facing the future

Looking towards the Millennium
• By Darrell Lund

Superintendent ofSchools

Darien High School has a
current enrollment (as ofOct. 1) of
769 students. By 2005-2006 that
number is projected to grow to
between 1096 and 1149. By2009­
2010 the low-end projection is for
1298 students, the high-end pro­
jection for 1400.

The school district is in the
midst of studying high school
space requirements in response to

BY JANUARY 2000,
THE BOARD OF
EDUCATION WILL
HAVE RECEIVED
THREE SIGNIFI­
CANT REPORTS.

anticipated enrollment increases,
current infrastructure conditions,
and in terms of the nature of
spaces needed to fully support
current and likely future instruc­
tional and extra-curricular pro­
grams. Our primary objective is to
clearly define the basic structural
space needs, and how we may
design a facility that satisfies those
needs, is highly functional, is a
welcoming place in which to learn
and teach, and is a valued resource
for the whole community.

By January 2000, the Board
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of Education will have received
three significant reports: (1)
BaseLine Data Study, (2) infra­
structure Report, and (3) Future
(Vision) Committee Study. To­
gether, these reports will allow us
to establish some clear under­
standings about what we will
need just to accommodate our
growing enrollment, the current
condition of high school facilities,
and what kind of spaces we re­
quire to serve well future genera­
tions of Darien students and the
whole community.

We expect that the Board of
Education will, by June 2000,
make fundamental decisions
about what high school facilities
are needed and take those actions
that will, we hope, result in the
Town ofDarien making a commit­
ment before the end of the year
2000 to what it is prepared to fi­
nance and construct.
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.By Bruce Hall
Principal

In 1964, when tiradu­
ated from DHS!t~rld
had not yet stepped into the
"60s" as we now know them.
It still was an innocent time,
much like the TV show
Happy Days. Here at the
high school boys were not
allowed to wear blue jeans
and the girls were not al­
lowed to wear slacks, In
fact, as I remember it, the
hem of their skirts had to
touch the floor in a kneeling
position. Cars were still
simple enough mechanically
to "soup up" and we spent
a lot of our time cruising
back and forth from Weed
Beach to the Tastee Freeze
on idyllic summer nights
looking for something to do.

In 1984, when I returned
to the high school as the as­
sistant plincipal, it felt like a
whole lifetime had passed
by in the brief span of
twenty years. Fortunately,
as a college student in Bos­
ton and an enlisted man in
Southeast Asia, I had been
intimately connected to the
tumultuous times and did
not feel like a stranger in a
strange land. But suddenly,
somehow, I had become an

adult, that odd species - over
30 - who my generation swore
never to trust. I had moved
from a relatively naIve inno­
cence to "life tested" experi­
ence, from youthful idealism to
practical reality, and now it was
my tum to see if I could do any
better than the generations that
preceded me. What an awak­
ening!

In spite of it all, however, I
never did quite relinquish that
youthful idealism, that belief
that the world could be a bet­
ter place. As we step into the
21 51 century, my hope is that we
will be able to take the lessons
of the past, many of which were
painfully difficult for us to
learn, and not take the same
misstep twice. That together
we can truly become a more
accepting, loving and compas­
sionate world.

In a recent interview, the
exiled Dalai Lama of Tibet was
asked five questions to con­
sider as we move into the new
millennium.

How do we address
the widening gap between the
rich and the poor?

How do we protect
the earth?

How doe we educate
our children?

How do we help op­
pressed nations and peoples of
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the world?
How do we bring

spirituality, or a deep caring
for one another, to all disci­
plines of modern life?

In responding, he said
that all five questions come
under the last one. If we have
true compassion in our hearts,
our children will be educated
wisely, we will care for the
earth, those who "have not"
will be cared for and those
who would oppress will op­
press no longer. He was then
asked, "Do you think the ex­
pression of love for one an­
other on the planet is increas­
ing or staying the same?" His
response: "My experience
leads me to believe that love
IS increasing."

From me to you -just put
a little love in you heart... ­
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And finally...

y&Sam
Neirad duo Bobby and Sam eagerly await the Millennium

Sam: Hey Bobby, how has
your vacation been treating
you?

Bobby: Like an illegitimate
son.

S: I am truly sorry to hear
that. What causes this illegiti­
macy?

B: All I am able to concen­
trate is this whole year 2000
thing! What's going to hap­
pen? Many astronomers,
philosophers, prophets,
and theologians think
some catastrophe will
strike. Perhaps, even,
Armageddon-the end
of the world as we
know it.

S: Well, I have
heard all the hoopla
too, but I have quite
different approach t
it. I just laugh at the
predictions because I
am more intelligent than all of
them combined. Only I know
the true meaning of life, and
when the Earth will meet its
untimely demise. Do not be
afraid, there is nothing to fear.

S: Yes, but nonetheless,
before the clock strikes 12 on
New Year's Eve, I would like to
have something to prove that I
am a good soul. That way, my
mind will be set at ease.

S: That is very noble of
you. Have you any ideas on
how to purify your soul?

B: Well no, but I have
been trying to come up with
some New Year's Resolutions
for the Armageddon That is to
Come Forth and Consume Us
All.

S: I see. Yes, I have been
coming up with some resolu­
tions myself. I figure every­
body can improve somehow,
no matter how perfect they may
be. My first resolution is to
stop thinking about someone's
sister.

B: And my first resolution
is to take you off of my hit list.

S: You know what, I hope
you have a horrible vacation.

In fact, I wish the plague upon
you. That is my new resolu­
tion: to make sure you succumb
to the plague. How's that for
generosity?

B: So YOU are the one who
will bring forth the Armaged­
don! I will do all that is within
my power to put an end to your
madness, and save the world!

S: Curses, my plan has
been ruined. But I

will have my revenge, you'll
see. They said I was crazy.
Well, they were right! Ha ha!

B: What plans!?
B: ...wait, could you hold

off for one second. I really
have to go to the bathroom!

Sam's Brain: Hmm, I really
like what Bobby has done with
his room. Those curtains and
that rug are both divine. Job
well done.

B: .. woops .. I'd better
flush ...

(Flushing sound, followed
by clatter of door)

B: Sam! Hey! Help! I
can't get out of the bathroom!

S: What the devil is wrong
with this kid. Hold on, let me
get the ax...1'm coming!

B: Hurry! Ithink the toilet
is starting to overflow!

S: This thing is
really heavy. Who
ever thought a
battle ax could
weigh so much?

Okay, back away from the door.
B: What? I can't hear

you! ......OW!
S: What was that?
B: You hit me with an ax,

you imbecile.
S: Do I need to get the

glue?
B: Forwhat?
S: Do you have any flesh

wounds, possibly an ill-per­
formed amputation? Any sort

of injury?
B: No, but my pants are

wet.
S: Can you make it

through the door, or should I
slide a towel through first?

B: You broke the door
open with an ax

S: Well, I suppose I did. It
appears that my work here is
done. Till we meet again.

B: No, wait, it is only 10
seconds until midnight. Don't
you want to count down?

S: Yes, I would like to
count down.
Perhaps we
will both expe­
rience a holi­
day miracle if
we count to­
gether. Are
you with me?

S & B:
109.8.7.6.5..432.L

B: Happy New Year! Well,
it looks like everything that we
and the rest of the world had
feared all along did not come
to pass. Now that that's all
settled, what are your feelings
about President McKinley's
upcoming second term?

S: I have yet to think about
it. I still cannot get my mind off of
this wonderful new invention
called the "auto-mobile."


