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Skiers Have Impressive Season,

YVictorious Over

By WEIRD and GILLY

The Darien High School ski team'’s
early and mid-season efforts brought
-about tremendous victories over their
decrepit opponents. The score differen-
tials were consistently and overwhelm-
ingly in favor of Darien. Supporting the
ski team’s wins this season were cap-
tain Mark Eversman, sensational
junior Jeff Armstrong and seniors Matt
Handley, Steve Muller, Paul Whiteside,
Chase Ashley and Bill Littlefield. Also
adding valuable points were
sophomores Mark Handley, Randy
Jacob, Frank Hammel and Junior
Dave Chandler.

It appeared that Darien was on its
way to an undefeated season, but a
formidable performance by the Staples
skiers led to Darien’s first loss of the
season. Darien’s places in the meet in-

cluded third, fourth, and fifth with
Armstrong, Muller, and Handley tak-
ing the honors respectively. Weston,

Unbeaten Cards

the third team in the tri-meet, took an
eighth place. All others in the top seven
belonged to Staples. Eversman and
Whiteside turned in weaker than usual
performances with unfortunate spills
occurring in the later part of the meet.
Captain Mark Eversman commented,
“I was very displeased about ourloss to
Staples. We skied poorly, but I suppose
every team is entitled to a bad day.”

The next day, Darien faced
undefeated Greenwich in another spill-
riddled meet. Remarkably, Darien
came out on top. for the first time in
many seasons while taking first,
second, fourth, fifth, and sixth with
Armstrong, Eversman, Ashley, Doble
and Mark Handley possessing the
respective positions.

On the way home from the
Greenwich win, Coach Navio Ottavi ex-
plained in a memorable statement that
this year’s ski team was Darien’s finest
ever, on and off the slopes, and one of
the most enjoyable to coach.
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John Kratky ties up opponent in recent DHS meet. (Photo by Jim Clark)

Late Defeats Hurt Matmen

By J1M CLARK

Bad luck finally caught up with the
Blue Wave grapplers as they finished
with a disappointing 6-9 record after
one of their best starts in recent years.

In their next to last regular season
contest they could only manage to win
three weight classes: Scott Tuck, 134
1bs., 7-2 decision; Jim Smith, 114 lbs.,
pin; and Lou Procacini, Unlimited, pin,

Hockey Team Completes 12-8-1 Record With State Loss

By ZIGGY STARDUST

The Blue Wave hockey team com-
pleted its Fairfield County action on
February 19 with a 6-2 win over
Ridgefield at the Darien Ice Rink. The
victory gave Darien sole possession of
third place in the FCIAC eastern
division with a final 12-6-1 league
record. Darien then encountered Amity
on Feb. 24 in the qualifying round of the

_state tournament and suffered a disap-
pointing 4-1 loss to end the *74-75 cam-
paign.

Huck Hough led the Blue Wave

v

against the rudgefield Tigers as he
scored two goals in the first period and
added a third early in the second stanza
for his second hat trick of the season.
Darien controlled the game from the
opening face-off asthe Blue Wavehad a
3-1 lead after one period. This lead was
never threatened for the remainder of
the game as Darien’s persistent
forechecking kept the play in the
Ridgefield end until the final buzzer.
Dan Grady, Jeff Taylor, and Pat
" Corsiglia added the other Blue Wave

" tallies to help rout the Tigers 6-2 before

a small crowd.
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Holstra
Middle Income Plan

Cuts Costof a Quality
College Education

Hofstra University is doing something about the high cost of
a quality college education versus the middle income family.
The Hofstra Middle Income Plan of grants and scholarships

® To every accepted full-time freshman whose family's tax-
able income is between $6,000 and $17,000, Hofstra will
grant a $500 tuition award, independent of other financial

e For students in the top 20 percent of their high school class,
with a total SAT score of at least 1200, a Hofstra Academic
Scholarship of $800 minimum is also awarded, independent

¢ With this Hofstra assistance, it is possible to reduce Hof-
stra’s tuition and fees from an average of $3,010 to $1,710

If Hofstra is where you want to be, the Admissions Office can
help you to determine the maximum benefits available to you.
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101 Memorial Hall

Hempstead, Long Island, N.Y. 11550
Telephone: (areacode 516) 560-3491

Darien obtained a 21st ranking in the
state tournament and opposed 12th
seeded Amity in the first round. In spite
of out-playing Amity much of the game,
which is reflected in Darien’s 32-29
shots-on-goal advantage, the Blue
Wave fell to the Spartans 4-1. Bill
Vernon scored the first goal of the

" game, but before the period ended,
Darien was confronted with a 3-1
deficit. The second period presented ex-
cellent goaltending from both sides as
the two goalies combined to stop all 21
shots takenin the stanza.

Darien finished its season with an

overall 12-8-1 record which is identical
to last year’s. Huck Hough led the team
in scoring for the year with 26 points (12
_goals, 14 assists), followed by Steve
Franklin with 24 points (8 goals. 16 ns-

s18ts), and Bill Vernon with 21 pointsl

(16 goals, 5 assists). These three seniors
compiled a combined 71 points and
" were the fourth leading line in Fairfield
County. Matt Clinton, Pete Romanos
and Craig Sinclair played solid defense
all year and will all be returning on nex-

t year’s squad. Junior goalie Regan '

Ashbaugh finished with an impressive
2.76 goals-against average and will be
an important factor determining next
year’s destiny.

Track Girls Finish
By MARY McGOLDRICK

. This year’s large turnout of girls for
Winter Track has proven beneficial to

both the team and the girls in- -

dividually. The girls have fared well in
their co-ed meets as well as placing in
five out of six events in the County
Winter Track Championships held a
few weeks back at the Wilton Field
House.

The girls wound up the season on
Feb. 15, finishing second in the County
to Stamfard’s girls, losing by only 1.5
pts., and are looking forward to the up-
coming §pring track season.

A Neirad reporter interviewed
several of the girls as to how they felt
about competing along with the-boys

, and being part of a co-ed team. Some of

-the girls feel that the boys encouraged
the girls to keep going and “to work
hard.” Another commented that the
boys respected the girls and weren’t at
all discouraging.

for a disappointing 34-12 loss to
Staples. .

‘[heir last match against Wilton was '
a little closer while winning four weight
classes: Joe Lombardo, 107 lbs., 2-2 tie;
Tuck, 134 lbs., 65 decision; Doug
Simpson, 140 1bs., pin; and Procacini,
Unl,, pin, but Darien still ended up on
the short end of a 27-21 score.

Darien fared slightly better in post-

. season action as they placed five men

in the sectionals. These five were: John
DeCesare, 121 lbs., second; Joe Lom-
bardo, 107 lbs., fourth; Captain Sal
Ferraina, 147 lbs., first; John Steven-
son, 187 1bs., third; and Procacini, Unl.,
third. o ’ .
* Sal, one of the best wrestlers in recent
years to come to DHS, ended up with a
16-1 record. The one loss he suffered
was to Jeff Miller, whom he wrestled
with a badly swollen knee, but he later
defeated him convincingly in the sec-
tionals.

Unfortunately Sal’'s bad knee got
steadily worse. Though he tried, he was
unable to compete in the latter part of
the season, which was a major factorin
the team’s late season slump. Hoping to
save his knee for the states he tried to
use it as little as possible, but he hurt it
again in a practice the day before the
wrestle-off, sohe was unable to compete
despite the fact he was placed number
one. He was also chosen all-FCIAC
Second Team.

Other standouts were John Steven-
son, who led the team in pins with
seven, Joe Lombardo and Scott Tuck,
both of who led with 13 victories. Lom-
bardo was chosen to the Second Team -
FCIAC along with Lou Procacini. Scott
Tuck was named to the First Team of
the FCIAC.

‘Second In Counties

Coach Del Mautte has some op-
timistic comments as did Captain
Chris Popov.

“It's been a pleasure having them,”
said Coach Mautte. “They worked very
hard. They were terrific,” he added.

“I thought it was a very good thing,”
explained Chris Popov. “It was good
having a lot of people out there.” There
were more girls than guys at each prac-
tice. Certain girls came every day,

- rarely missing a practice, explained the

captain. ‘“The only problem,” he added,
“was that sometimes the girls were
forced to compete against a strong
group of boys at some of the meets,
making it very difficult for the girls to
win. This was due to the lack of girls at
competing schools.”

One of the more outstanding runners
for the girls, Lynn Ellison, added, “I
hope someone sees that the number of
girls on the team is growing and we
shouldn’t have to run against boys all
of the years to come.”



