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Blue Wave Matman Scott Tuck gets control over Staples opponent from referee’s

position in a match held February 15. (Photo by Dave Meeker)

By TODD BURGER

The Darien High Blue Wave Swimming
Team has posted another excellent season to
go down in the annals of DHS sports his-
tory. Head Coach Mike Sangster in his fifth
year at the helm of the team, has for the fifth
year in a row coached his team to a winning
season. The final record of the team in
regular season competition was 10-4, not as
good as in previous years, but nevertheless
qualified them for post season play.

The first post season activity for the Wave
was the County meet, held at the Greenwich
High pool, Feb. 16. The team finished the
meet with 193 points, placing them second

Wave Wrestlers Wrangle To 6-9 Season

By JIM CLARK

After a fantastic start this season, the
Darien High School Varsity WrestlingTeam
ran into a few problems.The fact that they
were for themost partinexperienced and the
proBlem of unequal weight distribution
(especially unlimited weight class) finally
took their.toll as they finished with a
somewhat dismal 6-9 record.

But this did not stop them, at least not
spiritually, as the opposition had some hard-
fought battles against such consistent
performers as Jamie McElroy, Scott Tuck,
Steve Hart, Rich Grimaldi, Sal Ferraina,
Rick Risely, Aaron Peters, and Gary
McDaniels, who were the heart of the team.

Experience will not be a problem next year
for Head Coach James Girard, because he
will have seven varsity men returning out of
his starting eleven.

Darien proved that they were tough and
determined as they came in fifth out of nine
teams in the counties at Greenwich, March
2.

Darien scoring went as follows: Joe Lom-
bardo won the eighth seed wrestle-off for the
98 lbs. by forfeit, but lost to Carlucci of
Wilton; fourth seeded John DeCeasare
defeated Schmitt of Greenwich, but lost to
Camacho in the 105 lbs. class. Jamie
McElroy, ranked third, won against
Norwalk and Montiero of Stamford, but lost
to Colucci to come in second place in the 122

Icemen Melt in Tourney

By R.C. LEE'

The Brawny Blue Wave Hockey Team
posted its post season play likeit finished its
sad season, in a losing way. Darien’s final
record was 12-8-1, a slight downfall from last
year’s 19-1-0 season.

The piteous pucksters play-off berth was
diminished on Friday, Feb. 16, in a do-or-die
contest against the Staples Wreckers of
Westport. ThewaggishWavers got the short
end of the scoreboard, and Staples was
playoff bound.

Staples opened up the scoring on a power
play goal with Eric DiSelvestro in the box
for interference. Darien answered the goal
ten seconds later when Jim Grout slipped
one by the Staples goalie. The Burly Blue
took a two goal lead at the end of the first
period when Huck Hough and Grout tallied
for one apiece.

Darien loosened up in the second period
only to be shut out and let Staples tie it up.
Locker room talk in between the second and
third period heard players saying: “They're
tired; we’ll kill ’em this period,” only to hear
coach Dan Doolittle say, “We'll see who's
tired after the game.”

The Baby Blue fell behind early in the
third period, couldn’t get back on the track,
and sank to Staples 7-3. With the energy
crisis and gas shortage upon us the only th-
ing Coach Doolittle could conjure up was,
“You just ran out of gas; that’s all you did.”

Darien met the requirements for state
tournament competition this year and
traveled to East Haven ori Monday, Feb. 25,
to meet R.C. Lee High School of New Haven.

The Raunchy Richard C. Lee High School
team came out smoking early in the game,
but Darien goalie Regan Ashbough held his
ground, with a little help from the post.
Darien drew first blood when Jim Grout
scored on an unassisted goal at the twc

Winter Tracksters
Sprint For State Berths

The Darien Winter Track Team competed
in the Western Sectionals on Saturday,
March 2, at Yale University Field House.

The purpose of the meet was to determine
those qualified to run in the State meet to
take place on March 9. The first six finishers
in each event are permitted to advance to the
State.

Qualifying for Darien were John Bohan-
non in the high jump, Al Dragone in the 600
yard dash with second, and the mile relay
team of Ken Derbyshire, John Brissette, Al
Meeker, and Al Dragone, which took first
place.

The State meet will be held at the

~University of Connecticut this Saturday,
March 9.

minute mark. The Burly Blue widened its
lead to 3-1 at the end of the first period on two
more goals, another by Grout and one by
Huck Hough.

The Blue tapered off in the second period
on an early power play by Greg Clark, ‘while
the looney looking Lee team tallied for two.

Darien came out fired up to take a six to
three lead with nine minutes remaining, but
things started to happen. Lee got their
fourth goal on a 75-foot slap shot, courtesy of
an excellent tip-in by a Darien defenseman.
Then Lee got two more to tie it up, but Bill
Vernon broke the deadlock with less than
two minutes to go. The win, now looking
promising for the wavers, was diminished
with only eighteen seconds left when Lee
scored to tie it up and put the game into
sudden death overtime.

Well, the overtime was atrocious for the
Baby Blue, being scored upon while holding
aman advantage and playing less than two
minutes into overtime. The final score,
Raunchy R.C. Lee 8, and the Baby Blue
Wavelets 7.

lbs. class; Scott Tuck ranked fifth, lost to
Connon of Wilton in the 126 1bs. class; fifth
ranked Steve Hart lost to Sims of Wilton,
132 1bs. class; Rich Grimaldi, seeded second,
came in second place in the 138 lbs. class
beating Lewis (Rippowam) and Unger
(Wilton) but lost to Fuller of McMahon.
Second ranked Sal Ferraina (145 lbs.) also
came in second in his class beating
DiGiacomo (Greenwich) and Blundell (New
Canaan) and losing to Plaszynski. Third
ranked Rick Risely (155 1bs. class) kept his
position, defeating Burke (Stamford), losing
to Woodworth (Rippowam) and beating
Sellers (McMahon) in the wrestle off; Aaron
Peters (167 1bs.) seeded second, also kept his
rank defeating Macain (Stamford) and
Taylor (McMahon) and losing to McMurray
(Greenwich); Gary McDaniels (185 1bs.)
ranked fifth, lost to Brokke (Wilton) and Lou
Proccacini (unlimited) won the eighth seed
wrestle-off over Zieger (New Canaan), but
lost to Weiss (Stamford) in the Unlimited
Class. Darien really gave them all they had
and it finally paid off.

Swimmers Cop State Crown

in the counties.

The 200 yd. medley relay team of Jay
Byler, Mike Amaya, Tom and Peter Craig
placed third; co-captain Jay Byler placed
first in the 50 yd. freestyle, third in the 100
yd. freestyle. Brother and co-captain Rob
Byler placed fifth in the 100 yd. butterfly,
with Peter Craig placing sixth in the same
event, and Rob was also a member of the 400
yd. freestyle relay team which included Jim
Shannon, Kern Fredericks, and Steve
Kamin which placed third.

The brothers Craig finished in first and
second place in diving, Tom in first, Peterin
second, and Kern Fredericks placed fifth.

Mike Amaya finished first in the 100 yd.
breaststroke, setting a new county record
with his time. Richard Simms placed fourth
in the same event.

This advanced the team to the State Meet
held at Yale University, March 2. Out of the
seventeen schools which competed in this
meet, Darien placed first with 211 points,
giving Darien the rights to the state title.

The Blue Wave set three new records in the
meet, with Jay Byler, Mike Amaya, Tom
and Peter Craig setting a new record in the
200 yd. medley relay, Rob Byler setting a
new school record in the 100 yd. butterfly,
‘and Mike Amaya setting a new school and
state record in the 100 yd. breaststroke.

Jay Byler placed first in the 50 yd. frees-
tyle, and third in the 100 yd. freestyle. Rob
Byler placed second in the 200 yd. freestyle;
Tom and Peter Craig finished second and
third, respectively, in diving.

Next meet for the Darien Blue will be the
Open Meet of the CIAC held at Yale

- University. Those who will compete for the

Wave will be Jay Byler, Mike Amaya, Peter
Craig and Tom Craig, Robert Byler, Kern
Fredericks, and Richard Simms.

Basket Babes Bounced From States

By JANE ADAMS

“They started off fairly well and suddenly
it was as if their feet were glued to the floor,”
commented Coach George Nelson of the
Girls’ Basketball Team’s disappointing loss
to New Britain in the qualifying round of the
State Tournament on Tuesday, Feb. 26.

Indeed, in the first quarter it seemed that
eighteenth ranked Darien would easily
dominate over fifteenth ranked New
Britain. Darien’s defense moved well and
the offense handled the ball confidently. In
the second quarter, however, Darien slowed
and was held to one point by a tough New
Britain defense while New Britain gained
five to makeit 13-13 at the half. In the second

half the Wavers finally gained some
momentum and attempted to rally, but it
was too late. The final score was 35-26 for
New Britain, with Debbie Grant scoring 9
points for Darien, the high for the day.

Mr. Nelson remarked on the season: “I
had no idea what to expect at first. My goal
was to make the team realize that things
don’t happen by accident — you make
things happen. [ didn’t accomplish as much
as I wanted to. There has yet to be a sense of

-dedication to the team — there’s a
different atmosphere here than on the Boys’
team.” Mr. Nelson added that he had “liked
coaching the girls very much” and that he
had had a “very nice time.”

Discover Darien By Ski Touring (Maybe Next Year)

By ANDY WALWORTH

This has been a bad winter for skiers in
the Northeast, where there was little gas for
travelling and little snow to travel to. Moun-
tains opened late in the season and now a
few are considering closing early. Some
winter freaks have packed away their skis
until better days. Others ski on, claiming
that rocks, stumps, and mud add “a new
dimension to an already exciting sport.”

Those who wish a viable alternativetothe
new rigors of downhill skiing are turning to
cross country skiing, or touring. Touring is
as different from downbhill, or alpine, skiing
as pedalling a bicycle is from driving a car.
It is neither dangerous nor difficult. It is
easy to learn, and can be done anywhere
there is snow. There is a movement afoot to
make Connecticut the cross country ski
capital of theEast, as the rolling hills of the
state are perfect for touring. After trudging
up Vermont mountains, one appreciates the
ease of local skiing.

The most attractive area for cross country
skiing in the immediate locale is the
Lapham Estate in New Canaan. Every
weekend that there is snow, several skiers
can be found there, jogging merrily through
the fields and paths. The Treandly Area,
Cherry Lawn, or any golf course are also
good for skiing, and one is surprised at the
difference a blanket of snow makes upon
such familiar surroundings.

Equipment is inexpensive in relation to
downhill skiing, where prices make even

rich men wince. An entire cross country ski

outfit consisting of boots, bindings, skis,
and poles can be bought for under $100.
However, the growing popularity of ski tour-
ing will probably push prices up (remember
ten speed bicycles).

The skis used are narrow, light, and
usually of all wood construction. The bin-
dings secure only the toe of the boot to the
ski, allowing one to jog along lifting the heel
for a natural step. Boots are similar to
leather sneakers, but waterproofed, of
course. The key to all equipmentis lightness
and durability.

The most difficult aspect of touring is the
waxing process, which can baffle even old
timers. Different snow conditions require
different combinations of waxes, in order to
maintain proper “stick” (the ability of the
ski to hold the snow when one starts a step)
and “slide” (the ski’s ability to keep moving
as one completes a step). The Bass Company

“A Reliable Source of Supply”

bod-2023

has put out a line of simple waxes consisting
of three hard waxes and one klister (soft wax
resembling glue), called the American
System. It is an excellent kit for beginners,
and if used properly, more than adequate for
local touring.

Winter has traditionally been a time to es-
cape the clutches of Darien at every op-
portunity, but late developments have made
such excursions difficult, if not downright
impossible. Ski touring allows one to enjoy
what countryside the local area has, while
providing good exercise and at least some
mental escape.
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