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The News~
In a recent competition of the 1976

Young Photographers' Showcase
sponsored by the Stamford Camera
Club, Darien students won all four
awards. Karl Heinritz took first place
while A Ian Stevens took s~cond.
First honorable mention went to John
Minnicks and second honorable men­
tion was received by Karen
Montgomery .

In a show at the Stamford Museum
which runs May 9-25 and in which are~
high schools compete, a first honorable
mention in photography was a~arded
to Edward Kremer. Honorable men­
tions in photography went to Carolyn
Weeks, Anne Sexton, and Karen
Montgomery. Penny Schreiber won
an honorable men tion for painting and
Cindy Pocengal for wire sculpture.
The show is sponsored by the Connec­
ticut Pioneer Branch of the National
League of Artists and Pen Women.
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screaming she had left her precious
$8.95 Schick mist curlers plugged into
the AC outlet. Fearing her house would
be ablaze in a matter of minutes, she
begged to leave early to alleviate the
potential disaster.

For the less creative minds, sports,
guidance, "personal reasons," and den­
tist alibies serve to be sufficient for
early dismissal. "Miss. Billington
didn't let us outon time," "I forgot" and
"I thought we ate first lunch shift" are
classics that are becoming a tradition.

When confronted with the question of
forgery, many faculty members feel
fake notes can easily be detected by
weather or not the student in question
appears nervous or insincere in his ac­
tions. Primitive handwriting is also a
dead giveaway. Of course, if there is
any doubt as to the validity of the ex­
cuse, teachers will not hesitate to call
home.

These spur of the moment excuses
provide the reassuring fact that excuse
making, like anything else, does i.ndeed
have its humorous side. As one baby
brother, when confronted with the
"morning phone call," explained as to
the whereabouts of his older sibling,
"Oh, he's not here.. " He just ran off to
the woods with his girlfriend."

By SHELLY HOGLUND
and JACK LOW

"Who me?..Well, you see, it was this
way .. .1 was over in senior com-
mons you understand ...and we
were Weren't you ever a kid?...You
know how it is...It's too long a
story ...You wouldn't understand
anyway...There was this girl and a car
and a dog...You wouldn't believe it! ...

Some students in DHS have been in­
volved in the age-old art of excuse­
making. Teachers have received such
creative excuses for tardiness and
absence that we feel it is time to bring
some of these absurdities into the
public's eye.

One tardy student let loose with a
brow-raiser that went something like
this: "I couldn't make it. My muffler
bearing fell off." It didn't take a Mr.
Tirrell to figure out that muffler bear­
ings do not exist.

How about the day a reluctant
gymster presented a certain P.E.
teacher with the far-fetched excuse that
the student's little sister had thrown
her gymsuit into a tempestuous, gurgl­
ing garbage disposal? The dismayed
instructor later encountered a ship­
shape suit in an empty locker.

Secretaries get as many or more
outlandish excuses as do teachers. One
reply to the "morning phone call" was
that the 'absen tee did not live at home
anymore_ When the secretary inquired
about the present residence of the
absentee, a frank voice exclaimed, "He
lives in a treehouse!"

Once a Perilous Penelope dashed full
tilt to the front office in a fnmzy,
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Our up-to-date Category Index will direct
you to the information you need - facts
and all shades of opmion on contempo­
rary issues are at
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nRS Staff~ Students ~In
Compiled by SUSAN LANE and he "was the only man who had anyth- third highest DHS score. The three

KAREN ECKRICH ing to do with the book. Theeditor, illus- scores served as the DHS entry in the
K a r 1 He i n r i t z, K are n trator and designer and co-author (his competition.

Montgomery, A Ian Stevens, and wife) were all women. Although all the results were not
Nick Toscano received recognition for "We feel a very important part of the available at press time, the Foreign
their photography from Scholastic basics includes an understanding of Language Department has announced
Awards, a state-wide contest. Their how language works and how it affects ,several awards. Elizabeth Burl-
work was hung in the Art Awards Show people," John Black, chairman of the ingame received an honorable men-
at the Austin Art Center at Trinity English Department, explained about tion in the Connecticut State Latin
College in Hartford. Karl and Karen the reasoning behind the National Test. In the National Association of
also received Gold Achievement Keys Council of Teachers of English Com- Teachers of German Contest, Second
and certificates of merit awarded by mittee on Public Doublespeak. Dr. Level, Joan Fisher, Trudie ten
regional sponsors. Alan and Nick re _ Black, who has been re-elected for a Broeke, and Hans Trinsler received

ceived place awards. three-year term, also stated that the awards and are now eligible for a Study
Pat Lombardo, Carolyn Toner, committee will strive to "bring ac- Abroa? trip.

Beth Gargano Marian Davis and curacy back into the English language, CraIg Matheson of the English
Clark Porter a're Darien singers who to give students the ability to use the Department has been selected as one of
were picked to attend the Southwest language rather than have the the three judges for the State Drama
Music Festival sponsored by Connec- language use them." The committee's Festival sponsored by the Connecticut
ticut Music Educators. These students more specific duties include developing Drama Association. Twenty-five
were chosen on the basis of their scores teaching materials for semantics, schoo~s will partake in the competition
at the all-state audition earlier this propaganda analysis, and critical think- on Fnday and Saturday, May 14 and
year. The festival was held on a Friday ing. 15, at the University of Bridgeport.

an~ Sa~urday in February, at the .To.m L~be,. DH~\resident concert ExcusesExcuses
UmversIty ofBndgeport; each day con- plamst, WIll give hIS annual romp on I

sisted of many hours of singing with a the ke~s," a free con~rt,.at 10 a.m. ~n Would You
final performance given at the end of June4mtheDHSaudltonum.TomwIll
the weekend. play compositions by Chopin and

Barber.
William Jay Jacobs, Social Studies Of the 118 Connecticut schools that

Department head, has come out with participated in the 1976 National High
another book, Women In American His- School Mathematics Exam, Darien
tory. The book, which has just been placed sixteenth. There were 7506
published, includes such personages as students participating in Connecticut,
Isadora Duncan, a famous dancer, and 172 of whom were from DHS. John
Gertrude Stein, a writer. Dr. Jacobs Mueller placed seventh in the state.
says he has given "special attention to Mike Wenger placed in the top 100.
women in art." Jacobs also states that Louise Joy, a .,sophomore, had the

May Day: Schwartz Bids Fare'welf
By SUE ALLARD choly spirit of the evening. The drab,

wet, exterior world could not have been
'Ready to tum his creative energies in planned better by a skilled playwright;

a different direction, Jonathan a storm is not exactly conducive to
Schwartz, WNEW-FM's premier "disc- feelings of joy and well-being.
jockey," signed off the air one last time Throughout the program, Schwartz
at 10:00 p.m. on May 1 - a damp, played rather mellow favorites from the
dreary Saturday evening. past few decades.

Anyone who happened to. tune to In Jonathan Schwartz's captivating
102.7 (WNEW) over the past mne years final program, we were all sharing an
would h~ve encountered the soft, ras- experience with him, tottering between
pmg VOIce of Jonathan Schwartz. the comfortable predictability of the
Jonathan has been a top "disc-jockey" present and the uncertain possible con-
(somehow this term does not suit the quests of the future.
thoughtful breed ofradio personal~ties Finally, Jonathan played a version
pres~~ton some FM statI~ns)ever SInce of the moving Stephen Sondheim song,
he, Jom~ WNEW-F,M ,In ~ovem~er "Send in the Clowns." This last song of
1967, durmg the ~tatI?n s penod of.m- the night was performed by an artist
fancy. Broadcastmg m peak evemng familiar to WNEW listeners as
hours from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m., Jonathan Schwartz's absolute favorite -
has reached many listeners, a large interpretive and phrasing master
number of whom must have been im- Frank Sinatra. Surprised?
p~e~sed by his sensitivity and con- A simple "good-bye" was Jonathan
vlctlOn.. . . Schwartz's final message to his

At thIS tIme, Schwartz has deCIded to listeners as the music faded away
move to the West Coast, where he will Then the strange involving spell ofth~
totally devote h~s ~alents to a :writing eveni~g was broken by the harsh tone
career. Schwarll, SgIft ofexpressIOn was of the hourlv news-broadcast.
reflected in his programs. Speaking in
tones which often measured just above
a whisper, Jonathan was able to talk
cloSely to those listening, as if he were
merely recounting a story to a group of
intimate friends at a party.

Perhaps you are wondering why one
should bother to take notice of this
event. The reason'? Here is a man who
decided to start fresh - to beRin a new
episode in his life in order to keep that
life from growing stagnant. So what?
Well, for anyone very near the end of
such an episode in life, high school
juniors or seniors, for example, the
conCl'pt of an uncertain future - a new
lif(' - is a very real thing indeed.

Perhaps it would be easier to try to re­
lTeate the general ambiance that
surrounded that tinal program. Many
factors. such as the dismal weather,
contributed to thl' particularly mehm·
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Collins, who has four wins against
fOUf losses at the number five position.
Collins has overcome his inexperience
in varisty competition problems so he
should be able to up his record.
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Batmen Slide Into Victory
to prove to everybody that they're the
best, and that they have to get over
playing in the past. Apparently the
correction of this was one ofthe factors
that caused the upswing in Darien's
fortunes.

The Wavers won three out of their
first four games. Paul Sellew and Bob
Marchesi combined to no-hit Norwalk
and, after a close loss to New Canaan,
two rousing wins over Staples and
Greenwich gave Darien a 3-1 mark.
After this, Wilton broke open a tight
game in the iastinning, and went on to
a 6-2 victory over the local nine.

The most curious game of the season
followed at Stamford High School.
Darien's hitting attack was in gear,
and they quickly leaped out to a seem­
ingly safe 8-0 lead. Pitcher Paul Sellew
suffered a spa te ofwildness in the third
and was replaced by Dave Catino, with
the lead shrinking to 8-6. Darien
brought that margin up to 12-6, but
Stamford stormed back and the
thunder-struck Wavers struggled home
with an eight-inning, 13-12 loss.

After this weak pitching
performance, the hurlers made an
abrupt turnabout with Bob Marchesi,
Dave Catino, Paul Sellew, and Ike
Coutermash combining to spin a no­
hitter and the Wavers, in their most im­
pressive performance of the season so
far, clobbered McMahon, 12-0.

Marchesi and Catino pitched a
second straight shutout, over Trum­
bull, but it was not easy going as the
hitters took the day off, the only run in
the 1-0 game being unearned. The
Wavers next took on Danbury, and
quickly moved out to a 6-0 lead then
blew it completely. A two-run double by
Bill Waters was needed to pull out an 8­
7 win. Another tight game was played
with Andrew Warde, but Peter Stan­
ton's ninth-inning squeeze bunt gave
Darien a 2-1 victory.

Coach Nelson has been pleased so far
with the pitching and the fielding, and
described how the team has worked to
beef up its hitting attack. "We've
spent more time working on our hitting
than anything else. It's helped, but we
still have a long way to go. Certain in­
dividuals need more determination,
confidence and aggressiveness."

The Wavers' streak was halted last
Friday in a 2-1 heartbreaking loss to
New Canaan.

placed first, Matt Maley's first in the
100 at 10.6 and Joe Gorman's first in
the javelin with a throw of 121'2".
Darien's short relay team of T. Wat­
kins, Jay Cook, Paul Hendry, Matt
Maley edged out a strong Greenwich
team at the wire to win the race. Darien
also did well in the hurdles with
Garfield placing second in the 330
hurdles and Bogardus placing third.
The 120 high hurdles went well with
Clark, Bogardus, and Hendry sweeping
the event.

Darien also lost to Ridgefield with the
score at 87-58. In this meet Darien was
minus two of its most talented
members, Co-captain Tom Rollins and
shot putter Charlie Lehmacher.

The trackmen recently brought two
more victories to Darien against New
Canaan and Stamford Catholic, beat­
ing New Canaan 77-62 and Stamford
Catholic 132-13. They dropped a
lopsided meet with Trumbull.'

By DAVID BAUDER
After a slow start, the Blue Wave

Mittmen have begun rolling with a win­
ning streak that put them into second
place in their division. Rick Horan
smashed a grand slam home run and
Dave Chandler had a solo shot in a 6-4
conquest of Westhill that was Darien's
fifth win in a row, and increased their
record to 8-3.

Darien's record was only 3-3 after the
first six games, causing Coach George
Nelson to comment, "The team has to
remember that everything is done one
thing at a time." He said that they have

... '•.
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The DHS Golf Team has had its ups and downs this year, but Tony
Zangrillo, a varsity linkster, still is hoping for a birdie on this hole. (Photo
by Cindy Tower)

illness along with his foes. Healthy
now, Banks, who also has looked sharp
in doubles play, may win the rest of his
matches.

Last but not least is Captain Dwight

Marks

Rates

322-1961

Rental

the discus 129'1" for a first place. Joe
Gorman also gained a first place for the
track team by throwing the javelin
171'1".

The Wilton vs. Darien meet was also
a high scoring session for Darien. The
trackmen racked up 108 points to
Wilton's 37 points. Charlie Lehmacher
threw the discus 122'6" for a first place.
Darien placed first in both the mile and
the mile relay, with Tom Rollins win­
ning the mile and Garfield, Rollins, J.
Vorwerk, and Bogardus in the relay.

Greenwich beat Darien by an 18­
point margin with the final score of
that meet at 81 1/2 to 63'12-

Some of Darien's happier moments
were the 880, in which Justin Vorwerk

Get Off Their

They, too, lost an early season contest
with their toughest foe, which for the
boys was New Canaan.

After breezing past three hapless
teams, the Wavers' undefeated season
hopes were rudely halted by the Rams
in a 6-1 thrashing at New Canaan. Des­
pite the lopsided score, the Blue Wavers
came very close to upsetting their rivals
as all the rna tehes were close.

The netsters then regained their com­
posure soon enough to ward off two
strong upset threats by Greenwich and
Westhill in home encounters.

Darien needed the services of its
doubles teams to get by the stubborn
teams because it failed to clinch the
contest after the five singles matches.
The teams of Chris Fenichell and Bob
Harford along with a combination of
Jonathan Dahl and Bill Banks sewed
up the 5-2 Greenwich victory.

Then Bill Helman and Ted Deselding
took the decisive match in the 4-3
squeaker over Westhill.

Darien then destroyed a weak
Norwalk team.

The racketeers have been led by their
number one singles player, Chris
Fenichell. Fenichell's powerful serve
and groundstrokes have made his point
for the team an almost automatic one.

Bob Harford's steady groundstrokes
have helped earn him a6-2mark. Along
wit~ his impressive doubles play,
Harford has proven to be a major factor
in the Wavers' success.

Jonathan Dahl, playing in the
number three slot, has argued his way
to a 6-2 record. Despite his occasional
flare-ups with his opponents, he is ex­
pected to continue his winning ways.

The only sophomore on the team, Bill
Banks, has a deceiving 3- 4record. The
number four man has had to battle off

PromSpecial

The DHS Track Team is running off
to a strong start this year with a four­
win, three -loss season at press time.

In the opening meet of the season
with Ludlowe, Darien scored 107 points
compared to Ludlowe's 38. Paul Hendry
placed first in the high jump with a
jumpof6' 2". Tom Rollins placed first in
the mile with his best time of 4:37.2.
Mike Clark, Bill Bogardus, and George
Garfield placed first through third in
both the 120 high hurdles and the 300
intermediate hurdles. Steve Watkins
placed a spectacular first in the 880
while Matt Maley and Tom Watkins
placed first and second in the hundred­
yard dash. Charlie Lehmacher threw

The boys' and girls' tennis teams of
Darien High School are once again on
their way towards fine seasons.

Girls' Tennis

The giris' tennis team has opened up
its '76 campaign successfully, com­
piling a recordof7-1 while playing their
toughestopponents early in the season.

On Monday, April 26, the girls com­
pletely dominated Brien McMahon,
sweeping them off the courts 9-0 in a
warmup for the rest of the week. On
Thursday Darien edged a strong New
Canaan squad 5-4. Libby Pierpont,
playing #1 singles, defeated her op­
ponent6·3, 7-5, while Trudie ten Broeke
completely outplayed her opponent 6-1,
6-1. Donna Bums chalked up another
strong win for Darien, 6-1, 6-2, while
Laura ten Broeke dropped a close mat­
ch, 5·7, 6-2, 2-6. Nancy Spellbrink and
Hebe Herbert won 6-1, 6-3 and Missy
McMahon and Kathy Mullin trounced
their opponents 4-6, 6-0, 6-2, picking up
Darien's only two doubles points.

In a preview of the County Cham­
pionships, Darien dropped its first
match in two years, losing to an ex­
cellent Greenwich team, 8-1. Despite
the apparent wide margin of victory, 5
of the 9 matches were decided in three
sets, with many tiebreakers. Laura ten
Broeke was the sole winner for Darien,
winning #4 singles, 0-6, 6-1, 6-4. Libby
Pierpont played a fantastic match,
barely losing 7-6,6-7, 4-6 to a nationally
ranked player.

On Monday, May 3, Darien toppled
Andrew Warde of Fairfield, 8-1, sweep­
ing all five doubles and three out of four
singles. On Wednesday the girls
defeated a reputedly strong Westhill
squad.

Boys' Tennis
The racketeers had served up six

wins against one loss at press time.

DHS Tracksters


