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Blue Netmen Remain Unbeaten, Bury Staples

By JOHN TIBBETTS

The Darien High boys’ tennis team
won three: of its most exciting matches
of the season!recently, extending its
record to 12-0.

One of these wins came against an-
argumentative Staples squad, and the
somewhat rude Darien crowd came
hoping for trouble. ~ The major con-
frontation was between Staples’
number one player, Tim Downey, and
Darien’s top player, Chris Fenichell.
Downey defeated Fenichell last year in
regular season play. Fenichell beat him

later in the finals of the Fairfield
County Championships with a coach
judging each line.

It did not take long for trouble to start
this year. Fenichell and Downey
started debating almost immediately.
Fenichell finally asked for linesmen
when Downey called a volley of his out
and Fenichell felt it was on theline.
Fenichell, who is undefeated in singles
play this season, |ost his serve at one-
all, and Downey won hisservice
game for a three to onelead. Fenichell
then went on a tear as he ran off five
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A determined DHS tennis star exhibits his textbook form during a recent.

practice. (Photo by Richard Ferris)

DHS Ultimate: New Game In Town

By TOM CONSTABLE

Contrary to popular opinion,
“Ultimate Frisbee,” as the game is
correctly called, consists of more than
merely throwing a frisbee around and
getting a tan.

Coached by Steve Dunbar (better
known as Serpico), the game is actually
a test of skill, teamwork, and en-
durance. As he puts it, “Frisbee is
generally known as an esoterically con-
trived sport. The Darien Ultimate team
has disproved this with its genuine en-
thusiasm and American Pie effort.”

Actually, the game is played with two
teams of seven players each. These two '
teams face each other on the short ends
of a 40 x 60-yard field. The winner of a
coin toss chooses to throw off or receive
the frisbee, usually receiving. After the
throw-off, the frisbee is worked up the
field by passing it from team member to
team member. However, one must stop
after receiving a pass — there is norun-
ning with the frisbee. Any incomplete
pass results in the frisbee changing
hands.

Goals are scored by passing the disc
across the end line to a teammate. Only
after a goal may substitutes enter the’
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game. Defense consists of either zone or
man to man, but there is no bodily con-
tact allowed — one may only block the
frisbee itself, The team with more goals
after two 24-minute halves wins. Allin
all, Ultimate Frisbee is a fast-moving,
strenuous sport — not just a game of
catch.

Darien has a good chance of com-
piling a winning season after several
good showings during preseason scrim-
mages and a narrow loss to undefeated
McMahon during season play-

Golf Team Hits

By JOSH MOLTZ

The DHS golf team stumbled out of
the starting blocks early this season,
losing six straight matches before
finally putting it all together to beat
Rippowam 10-3 Thursday, May 12, at
the losers’ course.

Coach Navio Ottavi’s linksters
opened this year’s campaign in the
same fashion as last season’s squad,
which also lost its first six contests.
However, the 1976 Wavers surprised
just about everyone as they came back
to win the FCIAC/championship. This,
year such an act will be hard to follow.
Senior Jim Hopkins commented, “Like
last year’s team, we lost our first six
meets, but unlike last year we have the
toughest part of the schedule coming

”

up.

In the seven meets thus far this year, -

Coach Ottavi has employed numerous
lineups involving all of his golfersin an
attempt to find the right combination.
The eight top golfers, Tom Larkin, his
brother Jim, seniors Trip Hoffman, Jim"
Hopkins, and Richard Lenz, and
juniors Glen Darinzo, Frank Carter,

straight games and took the first set, 6-
3.

At this pointithe rambunctious crowd
got  going. Downey appeared to be
bothered by comments from the
audience, and his serve suffered as a
result throughout the match.

The two players frequently argued
throughout the second set, and
Fenichell came out on top, 7-6, in an ex-
citing tie-breaker. He was met at the net
by the Staples coach, who shook his
hand. Fenichell then walked over to
Downey to do the same to him, and
Downey refused to shake his hand.

Bob Harford, who was engaged in a
real struggle with his opponent, Neal
Bernstein, won in three sets. Another
three-setter was won by Bill Banks. Ted
deSelding and Elliot Eifrink won the
other two matches handily. Down 5-0 at
this point, Staples decided that the
match was not worth the bother, and
defaulted the two doubles matches.

The Wilton squad gave Darien the
hardest match it has had this season.
Jon Mills, Wilton’s top player, was in-
volved in a motorcycle accident just
before the match and had to default to

Fenichell. Harford once again put
away his opponent in a close match.
Those were the only two singles mat-
ches Darien could win, as Ted
deSelding, Elliot Elfrink, and Bill
Banks all lost their matches. Darien
found itself in a position that it had
never been in before. Down 3-2, Darien
had to win both doubles matches to
gain a victory. Fenichell and Elfrink
coasted by Todd Hughes and Lang
Sias, 6-3, 6-2. The match was decided by
the clutch play of Harford and
deSelding, who edged out their op-
ponents 7-5, 6-4.

A surprisingly strong, undefeated
Ludlowe team came to town hoping for
an upset. Darien was equal to the task,
however, and edged the Tigers 4-3.
Darien started out right with wins of 6-
2, 6-3 by Fenichell and 6-3, 6-3 by
Hairford. Elfrink also contributed a
singles win. deSelding lost 6-0, 6-2, and

"Banks lost a tough marathon, 7-6, 6-7, 6-

4. Elfrink and deSelding lost their
doubles match, but Fenichell and
Harford came through with a 6-2, 6-3

" triumphtoclinch the match fo;‘ Darien.

Tracksters Sprint To Flying Finish

By JOSH MOLTZ
Rookie coach Douglas Rubin’s DHS

* boys’ track team, after beginning the

season with a mediocre 3-4 start, ran
away with its last four tri-meets and
recorded eight consecutive victories to
finish the campaign with an im-
pressive 11-4 mark, its best in years.
Darien’s secret to success m the last
eetiihag
balance and depth, w1th consmtently
excellent performers competing in
nearly every event. Distance runner.
Bob Ferguson commented, “We had the
talent all along, and now we're starting
to use it.”

The Blue Wave’s running strength
begins with junior sprinter Matt Maley,
who has picked up where he left off last
year, when he was the team’s leading
scorer. The middle distances feature
Co-captain Justin Vorwerk, who stars
in both the 440 and 880-yard races. In
the longer runs, junior Pat Jackson has
stood out in the mile. Hurdlers Jim
Satterly and Clay Colbath have con-
sistently " placed in the_ 330

Rough In
and Bruce Sammis have all (with the
exception of T. Larkin) competed in
both varsity and junior varsity -mat-
ches.

Despite their losing record, the
linkstersare making progress. The

intermediate- and the 110 high-hurdles
respectively. The Blue’s running
prowess is evident even in the relays,

‘where the two-mile quartet of Regg

Jones, Maley, Vorwerk, and Jackson
recently shattered the school record.
The field events have also con-
tributed greatly to the proficiency of
this year’s squad. Co-captain Jim Reid,

who began the season pola-vaultmg
" about 10 feet, xecently,

height since then. Tom Lechak has
been practically unbeatable in the high
jump, while Satterly and Maley lead
the triple and long jumping corps.
Rhett Drugge and Peter Gay head the
shot putters and discus heavers.

The best part about the whole season,
though, isthat the team is just reaching
its peak, and will prove a formidable op-
ponent in the post-season playoffs.
Ferguson predicted, “It is in-
conceivable that we will beat Ridgefield
in the counties, but I feel that we can
beat any other team. In the state Class
L meet we should do quite well, possibly
even winning the championship.”

L]
Early Going
Blue Wave's improvement was
especially apparent in the Rippowam
match. Tom Larkin fired an 80 to take
the individual honors, while Bruce

Sammis carded an 84, and Jim Larkin
and Trip Hoffman contributed 88’s.
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