Visit the page http://www.museoprado.es/visitas.html
Taking the tour of the “50 Essential Works of the Prado,” pay attention to the following artists and answer this question:  What are the characteristics of this artists’ works?

Domenicos Theotocopoulos “El Greco”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Peter Paul Rubens

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Francisco de Goya y Lucientes

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Bartolomé Esteban Murillo

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Diego Velazquez de Silva

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Now visit the painting “Las Meninas” by Velazquez: http://www.artchive.com/meninas.htm

In his work “Looking at Pictures,” Kenneth Clark describes this painting:

"Our first feeling is of being there. We are standing just to the right of the King and Queen, whose reflections we can see in the distant mirror, looking down an austere room in the Alcazar (hung with del Mazo's copies of Rubens) and watching a familiar situation. The Infanta Dona Margarita doesn't want to pose. She has been painted by Velasquez ever since she could stand. She is now five years old, and she has had enough. But this is to be something different; an enormous picture, so big that it stands on the floor, in which she is going to appear with her parents; and somehow the Infanta must be persuaded. Her ladies-in-waiting, known by the Portuguese name of meninas, are doing their best to cajole her, and have brought her dwarfs, Maribarbola and Nicolasito, to amuse her. But in fact they alarm her almost as much as they alarm us, and it will be some time before the sitting can take place. So far as we know, the huge official portrait was never painted.”

1.  Why does he say that we are “being there?””  How can you justify this idea using the details in the picture?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
2.  Why does he say that the Infanta “has had enough?  How can you justify this idea using the details in the picture?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
3.  Why does he say that the huge official portrait was never painted?  What is this painting that we’re looking at if it is not the huge official portrait?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
