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American Studies 300
Your junior year is like no other year of high school. The level of work that is assigned and expected of you by your teachers will be more then in any other year of school. This class is no different. The class is designed to challenge your views of American history and develop an understanding of how the history of the United States ties into your day to day life, the life of your community and how history has shaped and is still shaping the events of today. 
My class is not completely different from other history classes that you have take in the past. There will be tests given and you will be asked to remember certain dates and important people and places. You will be asked to write papers and contribute to class discussions. However, your ability to commit dates to memory and remember which year the War of 1812 was fought (I’ll give you three guesses) will not make or break you in this class. Your ability to test well will go a long way, but it is not the only way to earn an A+. This class is designed challenge conventional thinking and as a result, ingenuity and creativity will help you meet with success. If you work to be a rounded student, you will excel in this class. 
This class is designed to give you a concrete understanding of the establishment of our nation, the principals it was founded on, and how our country has developed over the last two hundred plus years into the United States that we all live in today. More importantly, we will take a deep look at how the events of the past continue to have an impact today. In order to create this understanding, we will look past the facts written in the textbook (despite my utter dislike of textbooks – they are like giant sleeping pills!). We will utilize primary sources; analyze the books and stories written by American authors; listen to music composed by American musicians, and attempt to decipher the art created by American artists. Most importantly, we will look to see how the events of men and women who have been dead for hundreds of years could have any impact on your life. We will attempt to answer one of two questions that all students who take history ask: Why do I have to take this class? Or: How does this stuff really matter in my life?
While this may sound like any other history class you have ever taken, there is one more extra part that will be incorporated into the class. This class and your American Literature class will work closely together. Mr. Woelker and I will often teach class together. Many of the papers you write will be read and graded by both of us. Many of the concepts discussed in one class will tie in closely with the ideas brought up in the other; as a result, the content of your papers and tests, particularly your finals, will be tied closely to both classes. 
How I decide my grades:
Your grades are determined through a total points system. By the end of each quarter, the total possible points that could have been earned are divided by the number of points that were actually earned. For example, if all the homework, class work, papers, tests, quizzes added up to 1000 point and you earned 850 points, you earned an 85 (B). All of your quarter grades include the Quarter Papers, which are worth between 20 and 25 percent of your grades. 
The 10 Key’s to success in Mr. Buckley’s class. (I am telling you what to do to get a good grade! Pay attention!):
1. Be in class – I know this sounds silly, but you would be surprised how many people don’t realize how important this is. There are lots of things that we discuss in class that are hard to understand from a friend’s notes or my website. 
2. If you are going to miss, let me know! My email and extension are at the top of this page. USE THEM! If you know that you are not going to be in class, you need to let me know. Missing class is not an excuse to not hand in work that is due. You need to get the work to me or make arrangements with me to have the work submitted. 
3. If you don’t understand something, make sure you come and see me! I am not a scary person (at least I try not to be) and I am in the business of helping students learn. If you don’t understand a concept that we have gone over, make a point to come and see me so that we can clear it up. Better to get extra help then to do poorly on an assignment later.
4. Be prepared. That means bringing pens, pencils, paper, assignments, readings, and YOURSELF to class! You are juniors – not having a pencil in class is just ridiculous at this point!
5. Laugh at all my jokes. Trust me, it goes a long way!
6. Don’t root for the Yankees, they are the heart of all that is evil!
7. Don’t leave papers on my desk if I am not there! My desk tends to get rather cluttered (NOT MESSY!). The excuse, “I left it on your desk” will not fly. Make sure you put your papers in my hand or give them to another teacher to leave on my desk. 
8. Come see me in my office when you know I have a free period. My free periods are: 2 and 3. First semester I will have period 7 free and second semester I will have period 8 free. If you are not free during those periods, then make an appointment with me for after or before school. I am sure you are all busy with lots of after school activities (as am I), but make the time for questions and extra help!
9. The Red Sox are the best team in organized professional sports. Period! Recognizing this as a fact will get you far with me!
10. I am not a completely unreasonable monster of a teacher. I know that school is just part of your life and that there are many other responsibilities that you have and other commitments on your time. If you are feeling completely overwhelmed, come and see me. The more I know about what other things are impacting you, the more I can help you with the work that is required for my class.
Other important things to know:
· You should have a binder dedicated to this class. It will hold class notes, handouts, and returned assignments. Bringing the binder to class is considered part of class participation and your grade can be affected simply by being unprepared!
· Homework and major assignments are due at the start of the class period. Late work will be accepted for half credit. Extra credit cannot be applied towards late work. 
· You are responsible for getting in missed work. I will remind you once, but I am not your babysitter or your parents! You are Juniors - the responsibility falls to you! I have a web page which, in addition to have links to many worthwhile and helpful websites also contains a calendar with links to the assignments and notes for that day. Use this resource if you are absent for the day!
School Policies that you should know:
· Academic Cheating: The same rules that apply to every other class at DHS apply here. DON’T CHEAT! It’s not worth it. If you are having difficulty with an assignment, come get help from me rather then cheat. I will help you, but if I catch you cheating, I will punish you accordingly! Just so that we are all clear on the definition of academic cheating, it is defined as such:
The participation in any activity in which a student knowingly misrepresents ‘or assists another student to misrepresent’ his/her actual achievement in a course.
What that means is if you copy the work of someone else, both of you get in trouble! Trouble in this case would be loss of credit for the assignment (a 0) and possible loss of credit for the class (an F).
· 3 late appearances to class = one cut. 3 cut classes = an incomplete for the course! I do count these!
· I understand that people are absent from school. I am aware that sometimes these absentees occur on the same day as a test or a paper due date. This cannot be helped. You are responsible for making up the test on your own time. You must make up the tests in a timely fashion; you have as many days as you were out to make up the work. 

· If too much time passes without any effort being made to take to the test, it becomes an irreversible zero. A pattern of absenteeism on test days will cost you to lose the right to make up tests.
· I have a web page (the address is listed on the front of this syllabus). In addition to have links to many worthwhile and helpful websites, it also will have a calendar with links to the assignments and notes for that day. Use this resource if you are absent for the day!
· Cell Phones – I understand that you are all very popular and important people and at any given point there are probably at least a dozen people who must speak with you. They will be disappointed for the 50 minutes that you are with me in class. I will warn THE CLASS one time that phones will not ring or be out in my class. Following the warning, more drastic measures will be taken to ensure that that your phone does not become a distraction to the class. (By the way, this was your warning, so I don’t expect to see any phones for the rest of the year!)
A Basic Class Outline
In a nutshell, here is how your year will go in American History. I have included the basic questions we will answer, the basic ideas, and the areas of the text book where, if you weren’t paying close attention in class, the information can be found. The text book will be utilized in class, however, much of what you will read will be primary sources from outside the text.
Quarter One: “Beginnings”
Exploring some contemporary issues – 

War – Vietnam and the conflicts in the Middle East

Race Issues – The Civil Right Movement and the issues of color in the U.S.

Foreign Policies – The Cold War and the United States as a world power

Environment – Pollution and going green!

The Role of Government – Katrina and Unemployment
Explore the values of American life
General questions to think about:

When is disobedience to authority just?

How did rational thinking dominate early America?

Is what the community needs always good for the individual? 

How can a community help or hurt the individual?
Historical questions:

Were the American colonists justified in declaring independence?

When is seeking independence treasonous or disloyal?

When does the individual threaten the sense of community?
How does the Constitution balance the interests of the whole nation against the interests of the states?
Chapters – Boyer, Paul. The American Nation. Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Austin, Texas. 1998.

Jamestown Settlement




Chapter 2.4

English Colonies





Chapter 3

American Revolution/Independence 1763-83

Chapter 4

Articles of Confederation – Constitution 1776-1800
Chapters 5-6
Quarter Two “A Growing Nation”
General Questions:

What is required to hold a nation or people together?

What are the requirements for the ideal nation?

What is the role of imagination and creativity in a growing nation?
Historical questions:

What role does Romanticism play in 1800 America?

In what ways is the imprint of Romanticism still evident?

How is America Improving in the early 1800’s? What are its failures?

Why did the United States fight the Civil War?
What could/should the United States government have done differently during Reconstruction?
Chapters:

Nationalism and Economic Growth



Chapters 6 and 7

Growth and Sectionalism 1820-1860



Chapter 8

Reform and Romanticism 1820-1860



Chapter 9

Expansion and Conflict 1820-1860



Chapters 10 and 11

Expansion of Slavery and Civil War 1845-1865

Chapters 11 and 12

Reconstruction and the New South 1865-1900

Chapter 13
Quarter Three “The Nation Transformed
General Questions:

What are the forces that shaped Americans’ lives in the early 20th century?

How did people deal with the realities of the growing nation?
What were the different perspectives of what an American should be and how did these perspectives emerge?
Historical Questions:

Is there such a thing as a just war?

What is the role of the federal government?

What is the nature of capitalism?

When is a government intrusive and when is it helpful?
Chapters:

Western Crossroads 1860-1900



Chapter 14

Transformation of America/Growth of Industry

Chapter 15

Politics and Protests 1865-1910



Chapter 16

Age of Reform/Progressivism 1897-1920


Chapters 17 and 18

America’s entrance to the World Scene 1898-1920

Chapters 19 and 20
Prosperity and the Depression 1920-1930


Chapters 21-24
Quarter Four “Modern Times
General Questions:

What does modern mean?
What are the tensions of modern America?
What connections can you see between art, music, literature and history in our world?
What connections to the competing values of early America do you see in modern America?
Historical Questions:

What is the role of government in an individual’s life?

Should government be bigger or smaller?

Why did it take so long to protect the civil rights of minorities?

Do you have a duty as American’s to vote?

What role does the United States have as a world power?
Chapters:

Americans in World War II




Chapters 25-26

Conformity/Rebellion 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s


Chapters 27-31
Optimism and Cynicism 1980’s -2010


Chapter 32
If you have this syllabus in the front of your binder on the last day of school, it will count as an extra homework assignment!
