Video Production I

Course Syllabus

This course will provide students with media literacy skills to make informed and critical decisions as they create several video productions. Students will be instructed in all phases of video production including: scriptwriting, storyboarding, camera operation, audio production, lighting techniques, character generation and non-linear special effects generation. The course will also promote the following skills: critical thinking, collaboration, problem-solving, research and time management.

Required Course Projects:

Instructional Video-

3-5 minute “How To….” Demonstration video where each group selects a topic where one member or members have expertise in an approved content area where the finished product includes the reveals the students’ camera operation abilities and knowledge of shot composition terminology and camera techniques.

Public Service Announcement- 

Each group will select one of the following: a school-sponsored club, activity, program, sport, team, or any of the other schools in the district and use their communication and technological skills to produce an ‘industry’ standard 30 or 60 second video spot highlighting their selected topic.

Documentary-

Each group will select a person who has been influential in the lives of students in the Darien Public Schools and will interview and create a 3-5 minute video presenting factual and anecdotal information along with audio clips, still images and interview footage which will provide and oral and visual history which best communicate that person’s attributes.

Commercial-

Each group will produce an ‘industry’ standard 30 or 60 second commercial stating a point of view or selling a product

Independent Study-

Each person will propose and produce an approved topic that depicts something meaningful for high school kids.

TBA-

All Productions will adhere to the following compulsory criteria:

Video black at the beginning and end of production

Credits at end of presentation

No offensive language or dialog or music

No copyright violations

No sexism or racism

No gratuitous violence

No sexual innuendo

No glorification of substance use/abuse

Conforms to D.H.S Student Handbook Rules

Grading Guidelines

	Homework                                          
	10%

	Journal                                                
	10%

	Quizzes/Tests/Papers 
	15%

	Class Participation
	20%

	Class work /Performance Tasks 
	15%

	Final Exam/Video Portfolio (Demo Reel)
	30%


