Expectations for Ms. Kenny’s Algebra II 400 (Honors) Class

We, the members of the Darien High School community, believe that learning best occurs in an environment that is safe, supportive, respectful and intellectually challenging for all students, one that promotes personal excellence through active, collaborative and creative thinking; individual growth; and development of the skills and integrity necessary to become productive members of society.
This course will help us learn to think critically, creatively and adaptively while working both independently and collaboratively to gain knowledge, to identify, understand, and solve problems, and to accomplish goals.  This course will cover the Geometry 300 curriculum.  Our objective is to help build a set of math skills including thinking, logical, and problem solving skills.
Class Rules:
*Be prepared
    *Raise your hand to speak
*Listen when someone else is speaking


*Treat others with respect…treat them as you want to be treated

Text: Foerster’s “Algebra and Trigonometry” 2/e (you may leave your copy at home)
Start of Class:  You should be in the classroom ready to begin at the bell.  “Ready to begin” means having your notebook (open to homework), pencil, and a graphing calculator (TI-83+) on your desk.  (Note:  You are discouraged from getting a calculator model higher than a TI-84, since the keypad and functions can vary greatly from the previous models, and you will have difficulty following lessons in class.)  Your notebook should include a supply of regular notebook paper and at least a few sheets of graph paper.  You can print your own graph paper by visiting my website.  All work should be in pencil, except homework corrections.
Homework:  Homework will be assigned almost every day, and checked frequently and without prior warning.  At the beginning of class, if you are not at your seat with your completed homework out, you will not receive credit for the homework (in addition to being marked tardy).   Homework will be given a grade of 0-4, depending on completeness and work shown.  Any blank problems will lower your homework grade.  Late homework will not be accepted.  
Homework keys will often be provided, and should be checked before coming to class.  You should correctly work out problems that you missed so that they are available to you for study.

Participation:  Your classroom participation will be integral to your success in this class.  Keep in mind that the world’s best mathematicians make mistakes when trying something new, but they just keep trying.  “Math is not a spectator sport.”
Please note that your class participation grade may be negatively affected in several ways, which include (but are not limited to) the following:  Specific negative report from a substitute teacher; Consistent failure to respond appropriately when called on (effort, not accuracy, matters); Never volunteering a response during the quarter; Excessive bathroom trip requests; Using disrespectful language with your teacher; Using disrespectful language with a classmate; Consistently breaking any given class rule or student handbook rule.

Gross misconduct or insubordination, which interferes with the progress of class, will result in the student being asked to leave the classroom.  This will count as an unexcused absence, and will carry the consequences outlined in your student handbook, as well as other disciplinary measures (e.g., parental contact, detention).

Absences:  Nothing can hurt a student’s math grade as badly as absence from class, excused or not.  Do whatever it takes to get to class if your health is reasonably good.
When you miss class, excused or not, it is your responsibility to learn the material on your own and make up any work missed.  At a minimum, you must:

Obtain a copy of any new handouts given in class—email me immediately

Speak with a classmate and copy his or her notes from class

Check your email (or the website) and note assignments or announcements

Make up any missed quizzes/tests in the math office

Hand in checked homework due the day of absence(s) immediately; hand in make-up homework quickly…

You will have one day for each day of excused absence plus one extra day to make up missed new material.  It is your responsibility to make sure I see any homework you made up; do not expect to be asked.
Tests/Quizzes:  All tests will be announced.  Quizzes will often be announced, but sometimes not.  Each quiz will count for a part of a test grade, usually between 10-50% (it can vary).  Review homework assigned the day before is a minimal review; you should also redo difficult past homework problems and create problem strategies to study.

All work must be shown on tests (and quizzes), since partial credit is usually given for problems.  But if a correct answer is written down, and there is no work showing how the answer was achieved, you will not receive credit (and I will probably raise “academic integrity” issues with you and an administrator).   Since tests are all announced (and being prepared daily is a course requirement), there is no excuse for showing up without a calculator or pencil.  Borrowing a pencil or calculator from me for a test/quiz will cost you 2 points each.  A test or quiz not done in pencil will have 3 points deducted from the grade.  SHOW UP PREPARED.    
If you are absent the day before a test or quiz and the class does not cover new material in your absence (just review), you will take the quiz or test on schedule with the rest of the class.
If you are absent on the day of a quiz or test, you should make it up the very next day in the math office (do not wait to schedule a time with me…you can make it up at any time that next day).

Tests or quizzes that are not made up immediately will result in 3 points being lost from the grade for every day it is late.

A test or quiz not done in pencil will have 3 points deducted from the grade.

Substitute Teachers:  You must treat any substitute teacher with respect.  Work assigned may count as a quiz.  A negative report (class or individuals) will result in disciplinary consequences and a reduction in your class participation grades.

Grading Policy: 
Tests/Quizzes
96%


Homework
2%


Class Participation
2%

Extra Help:  Extra help is available to those students who have already done everything they can to understand a problem or concept and just need a little further clarification.  If you have all the class notes for the concept you are having difficulty with, and your recent homework record is good, you are encouraged to come see me.  You must understand that since I teach approximately 100 students, you may have to share “extra help” time.

Extra help is available without appointment during the following times:


Morning:
7:15 – 7:35


Afternoon:
2:25 – 2:50 (except Friday or day before holiday break)

For extra help during other times, you should make an appointment.  If you drop by during unscheduled times, I may not be able to accommodate you.  I also often check email in the late evening.
There is a teacher on duty in the Math/Science Learning Connection every period, and it is usually a math teacher; he or she may be able to provide you with extra help.

Student Name (printed): ____________________________

Student Sig.: ______________________________________  Parent Sig.: __________________________________



Parent Email (please print neatly!): ___________________________________________________

THIS SHEET IS AVAILABLE ON MY WEBSITE…

FEEL FREE TO PRINT A COPY TO KEEP FOR FUTURE REFERENCE
