Scored Student Responses for Reading for Information Open-Ended Questions
5.  What do you think is an important reason why mathematical consultants are needed in Hollywood?  Support your response with information from the article.

SCORE 2 EXAMPLE:

I think its important to have a math consultant in Hollywood because sometimes writers write mathematical statements that aren’t true.  Consultants could fix  and edit those situations.  Also, some viewers enjoy watching shows that are math oriented, so they can pick out mistakes.  “…mathematicians love to police television…for errors.”  
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SCORE 1 EXAMPLE:

I think that it is important to have mathematical consultants in Hollywood so that when younger kids are watching a movie or something, they don’t get the wrong information.  As stated by Burns, “To make a film really credible, its important to get the science right.”
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SCORE 0 EXAMPLE:

I think that it isn’t an important reason to have mathematical consultants in Hollywood because it is a waste of time and money.  No one really pays attention to if the scarecrow from “The Wizard of Oz” said Pythagorean’s theorem wrong.  Who cares!  No one pays attention except some no-lifed people.  So what if people are off, it makes no difference.

Now here are examples from the Critical Response Question:

6.  Why do you think the author focused on Farley rather than one of the other mathematicians mentioned in the article?  Support your response with information from the article.  

SCORE 2 EXAMPLE:  

I think the author focused on Farley because he has had a key role in the success of mathematics being applied in Hollywood.  He helped develop the hit tv-show Numb3rs, and is an award-winning Harvard professor.  He also has many opinions on the use of math in Hollywood that the reader can find entertaining or relate to.
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SCORE 1 EXAMPLE:

I think that the author focused on Farley because Farley is a major contributor to getting math correct in movies and he has a company about it called Hollywood Math and Science.  


SCORE 0 EXAMPLE:

I think the author focused on Farley more then the other mathematicians because he was very for clever, and smart and he is an award winning scholar.  He went to a smart college called University of Oxfor a decade ago.


In this response, the student synthesizes text information to provide two related reasons for needing these consultants.  The first develops the idea that Hollywood writers need mathematical help.  The 2nd addresses the enjoyment some viewers have finding math mistakes, and the student concludes by quoting part of paragraph 15.  The exploration and connection of text ideas in this response shows a strong conceptual understanding of the information.  QUOTES ARE GOOD.





This response demonstrates only some understanding of text ideas.  The reason seems to contradict a textual theme explicitly stated in paragraph 9, “Hollywood is not a math class.”  However, the second piece of information  the student gives as a reason, a direct quote of paragraph 12, is valid and important rationale for mathematical consultants’ work.  The response shows a fundamental understanding of one key idea – credibility – and so receives some credit.  





I hope you read this one!  So the student read the article, but does not show any understanding of the information and ideas in the text.  There is not text support for the statements made, and it is an illogical response.  Since there are many examples of directors and writers successfully using the expertise of these consultants in famous movies and TV shows, it is apparently not “a waste of time and money.”  








This response begins with an insightful judgment on a reason for the focus on Farley.  The insight is supported with paraphrased text support about the TV show Numb3rs.  The student continues to show ability to evaluate both text and the author’s craft, recognizing Farley is quoted extensively and that readers might find his opinions “entertaining”.





This brief response shows some ability to evaluate and go beyond the text with the assertion that Farley is “a major contributor to getting math correct in movies.”  There is no further development of this idea.  Instead, the student includes the information about Farley’s consulting company.  The response shows a limited but sufficient examination of the text and would need more analysis and TEXT SUPPORT for a higher score.





The response enumerates characteristics common to all mathematicians:  smart, educated, recipients of awards.  This information by itself does not support the author’s focus on Farley.  The response only shows a hasty examination of text.  And yes, I did the spelling that way on purpose.  








