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PSYCHOLOGY

Course Description:
	This course is designed to provide opportunities for you to understand yourself and others in the context of a multifaceted approach to the behavioral sciences.  Through textbook and supplementary readings, films, discussions, research, writing and experiments, we will examine theories and stages of personality development, behavioral and mental disorders, learning, motivation and forms of psychotherapy.  
	All students are expected to read critically, take notes and keep a notebook/journal throughout the semester.  In following the DHS Core Values and Beliefs, you will have many opportunities to collaborate with classmates and be creative through multiple projects, presentations, and writings.  You will be expected to communicate your ideas with me and your classmates, to demonstrate a willingness to work independently and to develop on your reading and research strategies and observation skills. Students must actively participate in class discussions, group projects and observational experiments. 

 Course Outline:
The basic text is Psychology and You by Judith McMahon and Tony Romano.  Supplementary readings will also be utilized from the classroom, the library and online.

I. Introduction to Psychology
		Films:  Wild Child by Francois Truffaut
			Nova:  Secret of a Wild Child (PBS)

II.  Learning
a. Sensation
b. Perception
c. Language
d. Memory
e. Intelligence
f. Theories:  Pavlov, Skinner, Bandura

III. Development of Personality
a. Infancy and early childhood
b. Middle childhood
c. Adolescence
d. Adulthood:  Young adults, middle age, old age
e. Death and dying

IV. Theories of Personality Development
a. Sigmund Freud
b. Erik Erikson
c. Alfred Adler
d. Abraham Maslow

V. Abnormal Psychology
a. What’s normal?
b. What’s abnormal?
c. Anxiety disorders
d. Somatoform disorders
e. Dissociative disorders
f. Mood disorders
g. Psychoses
h. Personality, substance abuse and sexual disorders

Grading:  40% each quarter
     20% final project

Participation (10% of your grade):
It is important that you are actively participating in every class session.  Positive participation requires you to come to class prepared and that you treat everyone with respect.  Class participation may be a factor in determining your grade if your average falls on the borderline between two grades.

Homework (20% of your grade):
Homework will often be collected and graded.  Homework is due at the BEGINNING of class on the due date.  Assignments not submitted at that time will not be given full credit.  I will not accept late assignments after the test for that chapter has been given.  It is your responsibility to obtain missed assignments.  

Quizzes (30% of your grade):
Quizzes will be given periodically throughout the semester and consist mostly of 10-15 short answer questions.  Most of these quizzes will be announced in advance.  Some class work or presentations may also count as a quiz grade but I will notify you in advance if this is the case.  

Tests/Projects (40% of your grade):
All tests will be announced in advance.  Tests will be given at the end of each topic of study.  If you are absent on the day of a test, I expect that you will take it on the day you return unless we have agreed on some other time frame.  Students may be assigned a group or individual project as a test.  Students will also be assigned a research paper and will be expected to follow the writing process and guidelines developed in class.  Cheating will not be tolerated.  The procedures detailed in your Student Handbook for academic dishonesty will be followed.  Any make up assignments must be completed before or after school or during your free period.
"Learning is more effective when it is an active rather than a passive process." ~Kurt Lewin, often referred to as the “Father of modern social psychology”.
