WESTERN CIVILIZATION 200
	Performance Standards
	Below Standard
	Meets Standard
(84)
	Exceeds Standard 
	Best in class

	Persuasiveness:

	Introduction:  Does the title creatively and concisely communicate the essay’s content? Does the essay’s first paragraph set up the topic and provide a logical context for the thesis statement?
	-1
	
	+1
	

	Thesis:  Does the thesis statement clearly address the question in a way that is specific and arguable?  Is it the last sentence of the introduction?
	-1/-2
	
	+1/+2
	

	Focus:  Is the thesis continuous and developed throughout the essay? 

	-1/-2
	
	+1/+2
	

	Conclusion:  Does the conclusion combine the essay’s argument and provide your final assessment of the topic?  
	-1
	
	+1
	

	Evidence:

	Sources: Does the essay cite at least 3 sources to provide evidence for the thesis? (paraphrased information)
	-1/-2
	
	+1
	

	Insight into Sources:  Does the essay reveal thoughtful understanding and analysis of the sources?
	-1/-2
	
	+1/+2
	

	Quotations: Does the essay include at least 1 quotation and is it properly introduced, analyzed, and cited? 
	-1/-2
	
	+1/+2
	

	Relevance: Is the essay free from information that does not directly support the thesis?
	-1/-2
	
	+1
	

	Accuracy:  Is the information presented and explained accurately?

	-1
	
	Cannot 
exceed

	Organization:
	-1/-2
	
	Cannot
 exceed

	Revision:  Have you made substantial revisions to your rough draft?  Is the paper 3-4 pages in length?
	-1
	
	+1
	

	Works Cited & Consulted: Is the works cited properly formatted using MLA format?  Are all sources Credible?  
	-1/-2
	
	Cannot Exceed
	

	MLA: Does the paper have a proper MLA heading? Does it have proper font, spacing, margins, etc?
	-1
	
	Cannot 
Exceed

	Organization / Paragraphing: Does the essay have logical paragraph breaks and follow a logical order?
	-1
	
	+1

	Overall Clarity:  Are the ideas expressed in clear, straight-forward language?  
	-1
	
	Cannot 
exceed

	Turnitin: Has your paper been submitted to www.turnitin.com on time?
	-1
	
	+1
	

	Grammar:  Is the paper free from simple grammatical errors?  (Did you proofread out loud to make sure it all sounds right?)  No conversational language!
	-2
	
	Cannot 
exceed

	Topic Sentences & Transitions:  Does each paragraph’s topic sentence clearly state the main point of the paragraph, relate to the thesis and provide logical transitions between paragraphs?
	-1
	
	
+1



If the work meets the standard in each category, it will receive an 84 (B). If the standard is exceeded, points may be earned in each category (except where otherwise stated); if a standard is not met, points may be lost in each category. Up to 5 points may be lost in any category for failure to include the standard.

