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WORLD STUDIES
Course Description:
Welcome to World Studies class!  In this class we will study world events from the end of WWII to the present.  During this period the world changed rapidly, as European dominance gave way to a world dominated by two super powers, the US and the USSR.  This period also saw many different nations arise from the shackles of imperialism.  There is a lot of information to cover in this class and we move quickly, so it is important that you are present in class, both in mind and body, and ready to learn(

If all goes well, you will have many opportunities to be creative through projects, presentations, art and writing.  There will also be a significant amount of research done in the library so that you will improve upon your own skills as a historian and researcher.  

Units of Study:
· Europe since 1945 and the Cold War Competition

· East Asia – geography, culture, history and modern issues

· South Asia– geography, culture, history and modern issues 
· The Middle East– geography, culture, history and modern issues
· Africa – geography, culture, history and modern issues
· Latin America– geography, culture, history and modern issues
There are many supplementary readings for this course outside of a traditional textbook, (sorry trees!), as well as homework, tests, quizzes, semester examinations and a variety of writing assignments which include research projects and presentations.  

Participation (5% of your grade):

It is important that you are actively participating in every class session.  Positive participation requires you to come to class prepared and that you treat everyone with respect.  Class participation may be a factor in determining your grade if your average falls on the borderline between two grades.

Homework (25% of your grade):

Homework will be collected and graded.  Homework is due at the BEGINNING of class on the due date.  Assignments not submitted at that time will not be given full credit.  For every day that an assignment is late, you will be docked points.  Most assignments will be graded according to a check system:  check ++ is the equivalent of a 100, check + a 95, check 85, check – 75, check - - 65.  I will not fail any student’s attempt at an assignment, so long as the time and effort were put in, however if you receive a check - - I expect you to come and see me for advice on improvement.  I will not accept late assignments after the test for that chapter has been given.  It is your responsibility to obtain missed assignments.  

Quizzes (30% of your grade):

Quizzes will be given periodically throughout the semester and consist mostly of 10-15 short answer questions.  Most of these quizzes will be announced in advance.  Some homework assignments may be graded as quizzes.  Some class work or presentations may also count as a quiz grade but I will notify you in advance if this is the case.  
Tests/Projects (40% of your grade):

All tests will be announced in advance and students will be told the format of the test, (true/false, multiple choice, essay etc.).  Students may be assigned a group or individual project as a test.  Students will also be assigned a research paper and will be expected to follow the writing process and guidelines developed in class.  Cheating will not be tolerated.  The procedures detailed in your Student Handbook for academic dishonesty will be followed.  Any make up assignments must be completed before or after school or during your free period.

Extra Help/Problems:

If you are having trouble in the course or with a particular assignment, quiz, test, project etc. please talk to me.  I am happy to offer help whenever possible, we just need to communicate to work around any conflicts.  

4 Things You Need to Succeed in Mrs. Brown’s Classroom: 

1. Be in class – Simple enough right?  There are a lot of things that we discuss in class that are hard to understand from a friend’s notes, so don’t rely on others to get the information for you.  If you won’t be in class for some reason, let me know!  Missing class does not mean you don’t have to hand in work that is due, you need to get the work to me or make arrangements with me to have the work submitted.  If something comes up, email me.

2. Please see me if you need help with anything!  Come and see me in my office during a free period, (mine are periods 2, 5 and 6).  If those times aren’t good for you, let’s make an appointment for before or after school.  I know many of you are busy with lots of after school activities, but make the time for questions and what you need to succeed.  I know that school is just part of your life and that there are many other responsibilities that you have and other commitments on your time.  If you are feeling completely overwhelmed, come and see me.  The more I know about what other things are impacting you, the more I can help you with the work that is required for my class.  I am here because of students like you and I am looking forward to a great year!

3. Be prepared.  Brings pens, pencils, paper, binder, assignments, readings and YOURSELF to class.  Refer to your Student Handbook regarding attendance.  

4. Work Hard!  The harder you work, the more fun we can have, and I have a lot of games and fun projects up my sleeve!  

Classroom Rules:

1. Respect yourself and others.  You have heard this a million times right?  Well it’s a good rule, tried and true and it’s been around for centuries for a reason.  Any idea who came up with it? 
2. Come to class prepared with an open mind and all of the right materials, (pens, books, notebook and binder, and whatever else you will need that day).

3. Be a positive, active participant in class.

4. No cell phones in class, there is no excuse for this.  Most of you have them, and believe me, I understand the “need” for texting, however it is FORBIDDEN in this classroom!


Do a little more each day than you think you possibly can.
