
The Early Middle Ages

It was Dark in these ages, which was 
problematic as many Europeans were 
afraid of the darkéor maybe that is not 

why this time period was so difficult



France

Â Between the 6th Century and 9th Century, 

France-> 4 important leaders, the last of 

whom, Charlemagne was the most important.

Â How did Gaul become France????- The main 

group of barbarians in France -> ñThe Franksò



Clovis ïlate 6th Century

Â Unites Franks spreads their power, 

ÂChristianizes Gaulé

ÂBut in the true fashion of good rulerséwhen 

he dieséno one can take his place
ÂMerovingians(descendants of Clovis) ïfought over 

who would take control



Things turn around thoughé

more than 100 yrs later!

Â Charles Martel(Charles the Hammer)

Â Extended the power of Franks

ÂWon the Battle of Tours (732), driving back Islam 

into Spain 

Â Son, Pepin the Short- the beginning of a dynasty!



Pepin the Short 8C

Â Pepin agreed to fight the Lombards to help the 

Pope

Â In return, Pepin was named king by the Pope
ÂCreates divine right

ÂKing gains political and spiritual power

Â Pepin greatly expanded Frankish empire



Pepin the short has a gigantic 

sonéCharles the Greatéwho has a 

gigantic life!
Â Charles the Great = Charlemagne(Carolus 

Magnus) 
ÂVery physical, very active, very big, very intellectual,

ÂñIn war, the king himself commanded the 

armies and fought in the front line.  Every 

spring, Charlemagne called together all the 

great landowners of the kingdom, both nobles 

and bishopsò





Charlemagne the Conqueror 

late 8C to early 9C

Â Expands to the South and East

Â Charlemagne, like his father (Who was???), 
protected Italy and the Pope

Â Fought the Saxons and Avars- (other Barbarian 
Tribes)

ÂForced baptisms- demanded people became Christian

ÂOne leader ïOne God - One Religion

ÂCharlemagneôs land surpasses the Eastern 
Roman Empireôs in size (which had shrank)


