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	Criteria
	4 Points
	3.5 Points
	3 Points
	2.75 Points
	Earned

	Cover
	Title, picture(s), name, date, and period all present and in the correct location.
	Title, picture(s), name, date, and period all present but may be in the incorrect location.
	Cover is missing one of the key elements 
	Cover is missing two or more of the key elements.
	

	Timeline
	Name, title, and eight important dates are accurately and clearly identified.  Arrows pointing to the dates are easy to follow.
	Name, title, and eight important dates are accurately and clearly identified.  Arrows pointing to the dates are somewhat easy to follow OR has 1-3 misspellings.  
	The timeline is missing one key element or has 4-5 misspellings.
	The timeline is missing more than two key elements or has 6 or more misspellings.
	

	Thesis & Main Ideas
	The piece is a well thought out essay full of strong ideas that are specific to what each paragraph will prove. 
	The piece is pretty convincing and has some strong ideas.  Main ideas are still specific for the most part.
	Several of the main ideas and/or thesis are too vague and do not give a sense of direction to the writing.
	Few if any of the main ideas and/or thesis give direction to the piece.  There is no connection between the main ideas and thesis.
	

	Organization
	The piece has an appropriate number of paragraphs, which follow the right order and includes a thesis, topic sentences, transition words, and a conclusion which stays on topic. The introduction has complete background info and a lead. 
	The piece has an appropriate number of paragraphs. The thesis needs some work or there are only some topic sentences and transition words. The conclusion or introduction might be lacking some info. Some paragraphs are incomplete.
	The piece seems to be out of order. The writer does not introduce or conclude the piece with full information. In some places, the writer uses too much first person and there is no evidence of topic sentences or transition words.
	The piece is missing a paragraph, thesis, or full introduction and conclusion. There are no topic sentences or transitions words present. 
	

	Sentence Fluency
	The sentences flow together and make sense in their order. There is a variety of sentence length, no run-ons or choppy sounding sentence. There are no instances of sentence fragments.
	The sentences make sense in their order but might feel choppy in some places. There might be one or two places the reader must stop and go back in order to make sense of the essay. 
	There are some run-ons and sentence fragments. The writer needs work on putting sentences in order and in many places the lack of fluency becomes confusing. 
	The paper is filled with run-ons and sentence fragments. The writer has some sentences out of order and the paper does not flow at all. 
	

	Evidence & Linking Ideas
	Full explanations, elaboration and specific examples support main ideas. Paragraphs show a flow of ideas.  The essay stays on topic 100%.   
	In some places more explanation or elaboration is needed. The writer should add more examples to support their ideas.
	The piece has strong ideas but lacks the elaboration, explanation or examples needed in order to make it convincing. The essay drifts off topic in some places.  
	The essay is full of the writer’s own opinion without the support of clear, substantial facts.
	

	Social Studies Content

Word Choice & Voice
	Paragraphs accurately and clearly describe the culture of the people in well voiced writing. Good word choice enhances the descriptive cultural writing.
	Some vague words or occasional lack of passion is present in the paragraphs.  The essay is still factual, but sounds more serious.  The intro and closing need more description.
	The essay is lacking the evidence to support most claims.  The reader is left with questions and may not recognize the purpose.  Some facts may be incorrect.
	The intro and conclusion do not lure the reader in or illuminate the purpose.  There is little or no passion within the writing.  The reader is left with many questions and several facts may be incorrect.
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	In the deepest of dark forests, live an interesting tribe of people called the Ewé in the West African nation of Togo.  The Ewé customs of dance, festivals, and food create a sublime feeling to country of Togo.  The dress and music only make Togo’s history more beautiful.


	The lush green forests are a wonderful sight to experience along the peaceful coastline of Togo.  Yet, it is the Ewé people under the canopy of green who enliven the land with earthly music.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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