WORLD STUDIES 300

COURSE SYLLABUS

Mr.  DEVLIN


The purpose of this course is to explore the major events and issues in the history of the world since the end of World War II, and to introduce students to Non-Western cultures, developments and challenges.  The course is organized into several major units, but revolves around essential questions, which will be incorporated into course assessments.


SKILLS:


Students will write a major research paper during second semester.


Research, library, note-taking, bibliographical and presentation skills will be incorporated and emphasized throughout the course.


MATERIALS:


Excerpts from Barron’s Global Studies will be used throughout the course, but there is no set textbook given to students.  Students will be required to keep a looseleaf binder for handouts, assignments and notes, which will be checked periodically throughout the year.  Students will also be expected to use online sources, particularly English-language versions of foreign newspapers.


UNITS OF STUDY:

· The Cold War period in Europe

· Culture and modern challenges of Russia and the Slavic Realm (Eastern Europe)

· East Asia (China, Japan, Korea and Southeast Asia)

· South Asia (India, etc.)

· Middle East (Islamic world)

· Sub-Saharan Africa

· Latin America

    For each region, the geography, culture, and historical development will be studied to build a foundation for consideration of contemporary events and issues.  Particular attention will be paid to the roles that imperialism, the Cold War, and the globalization of the world economy have played.


ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
· How do we maintain peace and security in the world?

· How do cultures deal with continuity and change?

· How do past conflicts affect future decision-making?

· What are the major forces of change in today’s world?

· What makes a sustainable economy?

· How do cultural values affect policy decisions?

· How do governments try to foster unity?

· Why do some places succeed and others do not?

· What is meant by economic development?

· What drives unity and conflicts among people?

GRADING:

Grades will be based on, but not limited to, tests, quizzes, thesis-based essays, research reports, oral and visual presentations, analysis of visual images, in-class participation in discussions and simulations, maps, and research papers.  Homework assignments will count as a percentage of the grade, based on the number and difficulty of assignments in each quarter.

