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APPROVED AS CORRECTED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Present X X X X X X X X  

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Brenner, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion, and Mr. Feeney, and Mr. Mooney (Board 
Counsel) 
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 25 
 
1.  Call to Order  Mr. Harman, Chair, at 7:41 pm 

(0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson's Report Mr. Harman, Chair, at 7:41 pm 

(0:00) 
 
3.  Acceptance of Board of Education Member Resignation Mr. Harman, Chair, at 7:42 pm 

(0:01) 

The Board of Education has received Sarah Zuro's resignation. Sarah has served on the board 
for the past five years and has been involved intricately with board operations. She has served 
on the budget committee, chaired the superintendent’s search committee, which hired Dan 
Brenner, and participated in our Board discussion and decisions. We accept her resignation 
and honor her past work. 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT SARAH ZURO’S RESIGNATION: 
1st MS. MCNAMARA 

2ND MS. OCHMAN 
 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X X X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
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4.  Election of Board of Education Secretary Mr. Harman, Chair, at 7:43 pm 
(0:02) 

 
MOTION TO NOMINATE KATIE STEIN FOR SECRETARY OF THE DARIEN BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
1st MS. HAGERTY-ROSS 
2ND        MR. DINEEN 

 
MOTION TO CLOSE THE NOMINATIONS: 
1st MR. DINEEN 

2ND MR. BURKE 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X X X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
 
MOTION TO ELECT KATIE STEIN SECRETARY OF THE DARIEN BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
1st MR. DINEEN 

2ND MS. HAGERTY-ROSS 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X X X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
 
5.  Public Comment Mr. Harman, Chair, at 7:45 pm 

(0:04) 
 Dennis Maroney, 10 Miller Road 
 
6.  Superintendent's Report Dr. Brenner at 7:45 pm (0:04) 
 
 
7.  Approval of Minutes (attachments) Board of Education at 7:48 pm 

(0:07) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON 

AUGUST 22, 2017:  
1st MS. OCHMAN 

2ND MS. HAGERTY-ROSS 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain      X    

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-1) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON 

AUGUST 22, 2017:  
1st MR. BURKE 

2ND MR. DINEEN 
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 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X X X X X  X X  

No          

Abstain      X    

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-1) 
 
8.  Board Committee Reports Mr. Harman at 7:49 pm (0:08) 
 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
9.  Presentations: 
 
  a.  Further Discussion on FOIA Processes  Dr. Brenner, Ms. Cion, Mr.   
  and Procedures (attachment)   Mooney at 7:50 pm (0:09)  
             
 b.  Update on Summer School and ESY    Ms. Kaitlin Stanton/Mr. Marc  
      Programs 2017      Power 
               Ms. Shira Schwartz/Ms. Laura  
         Straiton at 8:27 pm (0:46) 
  
 c.  Discussion, and Possible Action     Mr. Chris Manfredonia 
 on Proposed Athletic Field Trips with the   at 8:54 pm (1:13) 

exception of Ice hockey  
 

Mr. Dineen left the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED ATHLETIC FIELD TRIPS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ICE HOCKEY 
1st MS. OCHMAN 

2ND MR. BURKE 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X  X X X X X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
 d.  First Reading on Minor Changes to    Ms. Cion at 9:07 pm (1:26) 
  Administrator Evaluation Instrument 

(attachment)    
 
 e.  Further Discussion and Possible Action on  Ms. Cion at 9:08 pm (1:27) 

Proposed Revisions to Board Policy  
5220 – Student Discipline (attachment) 

 
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSED REVISIONS TO BOARD POLICY 5220 – STUDENT DISCIPLINE 
1st MR. BURKE 

2ND MS. HAGERTY-ROSS 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 
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Yes X  X X X X X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
 f.  Presentation and Discussion on Board Master Dr. Brenner at 9:10 pm (1:29) 
  Agenda August 2017 – January 2018 

(attachment) 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 

10.  Action Items:  
 
 a.  Personnel Items      Ms. Cion at 9:12 pm (1:31) 
  i.   Appointments 
   (attachment) 
   
 
MOTION TO APPROVE PERSONNEL ITEMS AS OUTLINED IN THE MEMO DATED SEPTEMBER 12, 2017: 
1st MS. MCCAMMON 
2ND           MS. HAGERTY-ROSS 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X  X X X X X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
 b.  Board of Education Responsibilities    Mr. Harman at 9:12 pm (1:31) 

  (attachment) 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE BOARD OF EDUCATION RESPONSIBILITIES DOCUMENT: 
1st MS. OCHMAN 
2ND MS. MCCAMMON 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X  X X X X X X  

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
  
11.  Public Comment      Mr. Harman at 9:13 pm (1:32)    
 
12.  Adjournment       Mr. Harman at 9:14 pm (1:33)    
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st MS. OCHMAN 

2ND MS. HAGERTY-ROSS 

 Burke Dineen  Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman McCammon McNamara Ochman Stein Zuro 

Yes X   X X X X X X  

No           

Abstain           
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RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (7-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:14 pm (1:33)    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
 
 
 



 

 

October 10, 2017 

 

To :      Dr. Dan Brenner, Dr. Susie Da Silva 

From:  Principal Ellen Dunn 

Re:      Special Field Trip Requests  DHS 2017-18 

We are requesting approval for 10 Special Field trips during the 2017-18 school year.  A 

summary of important data is provided below. Detailed application materials are attached.   

Special Field Trips DHS/2017-18 
Club/Class Advisor/Teacher Dates of Trip Event/Location # of students # of school 

days missed 

China 
Exchange 

Ann Armiger 
Nick Banas 
Jen Murphy 

March 30-
April 19 

Shanghai/Beijing 12 9 

 
Engineering 

 
Rich Reynolds 

April 18-23 Sonoma, CA 
Shell Eco 
Marathon 

6-8 4 

 
Model UN 

 
Dennis Cabrera 

January 25-28 Philadelphia, PA 10 1 

 
 

 March 16-18 Boston, MA 10 1 

 
Model 
Congress 

 
Bruce Clarke 

Nov 30-Dec 3 New Haven, CT 10 1 

 
 

 March 22-25 Philadelphia, PA 10 2 

 
Quiz Bowl 

Dan Record 
Matt Buchta 
John Gearty 

May 25-27 Atlanta, GA 12 1 

 
 

 June 1-3 Reston, VA 12 0 

 
Outdoors Club 

Chris Buckley 
Lisa Messineo 

Feb 18-24 Lake Tahoe, CA 18-24 0 

 
DECA 
 

 
Claudia Gray 

April 20-25 Atlanta, GA 8-12 3 

 

 











































































































































































































































































DARIEN BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
P R O P O S E D 

 
SCHEDULE OF REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS 

FOR THE 2018 CALENDAR YEAR   
 

      
Jan.          6* (Sat.)     July     24  
       9  
               23       

      Aug.    28 
 
Feb.       13                  Sept.      11     
 
              27                                                          25       

                
March     14*(Wed.)                                            Oct.          9     

           
     27                                                                     23    

                                      
          
April       17**                                             Nov.       13    

 
                                                     27 

    
May          8                              Dec.       11 
 
               22 
              

 June       12 
     
               26                   

 
All meetings listed above are regularly scheduled Board of Education meetings.  All 
meetings will be held in the Darien Board of Education meeting room, 35 Leroy 
Avenue, Darien, Connecticut at 7:30 p.m., unless otherwise indicated. The Darien 
Board of Education meets on Tuesdays of every month, unless otherwise indicated 
by an asterisk (*). **one meeting in April due to April Spring Recess (4/9-4/13) 
 
______________________________  ____________________________ 
Michael A. Harman, Chairman             Kathrine G. Stein, Secretary 
Darien Board of Education     Darien Board of Education 

 
For the Purpose of Meeting Statutory Requirements 



 

 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
P R O P O S E D 

 
2018-2019 BUDGET CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 
2018 
 
JANUARY 4TH, THURSDAY Special Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education         1)  Review of 2018-2019 Budget 
Meeting Room    Book Structure and Format 
7:30 p.m.                                           
     2)  Presentation of Superintendent’s 
          Proposed Budget for 2018-2019 
      Including Major Budget Proposals  
 
 
JANUARY 6TH, SATURDAY Regular Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education   1) Personnel, Operating and Equipment  
Meeting Room       Proposed Budgets of: 
8:30 a.m. 
JANUARY 20TH, SATURDAY  
(snow date)           
       RC 01 Darien High School 
                                                                   RC 03 Middlesex Middle School 
       RCs 05, 07, 08, 09 and 10 - Elementary Schools  
       RC 11 Physical Education/Athletics 
                                                                   RC 12/25 Facilities/Fixed Expenses/ Capital Plan 
       RC 13 Music 
       RC 14 Art 
       RC 21 Library/Media 
                                                                   RC 17 Health 
                                                                   RC 22 Technology Education 
       RC 15 Technology  
                                                                   RC 24 Special Education  
       RC 26 Early Learning Program 
       RC 19/23 Curriculum/Summer School 
       RC 20  Finance  

           RC 16  Administration 
           RC 18 Personnel/Human Resources      

        
                                                                  
JANUARY 9TH, TUESDAY Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education        1)   Meeting with Board of Finance  
Meeting Room                                         
7:30 p.m.                                                  
 
                                                                  



 

 

         
 
            
  
JANUARY 23RD, TUESDAY  Regular Board of Education Meeting  
 
Board of Education   1)   Meeting with RTM Education and 
Meeting Room     Finance & Budget Committees    
7:30 p.m.     2)   Unfinished Business on 2018-2019 
                Proposed Budget 
     3)   Board of Education Discussion of 
           Budget Modifications under Consideration 
      
          
JANUARY 30TH, TUESDAY        Special Board of Education Meeting 
 
Town Hall     1)   Public Hearing on 2018-2019 Proposed Budget       
Auditorium    2)   Final Budget Review as needed 
7:00 p.m.     
      
                       
FEBRUARY 13TH, TUESDAY  Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education    1)   Approval of 2018-2019 Board of Education Budget 
Meeting Room       
7:30 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  School Winter Break February 19th through February 23rd  

 
                      
FEBRUARY 27TH, TUESDAY       Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education 
Meeting Room 
7:30 p.m. 
 
                
MARCH  6TH, TUESDAY LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance meeting at 
(1st Tuesday)   which 2018-2019 Board of Education     
Town Hall    Recommended Budget is submitted. 
7:30 p.m.  
 
MARCH ??                                 LEGAL DATE: Publication of 2018-2019 
                      Recommended Budget in Newspapers. 
    
MARCH 13TH, TUESDAY LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance Public 
Town Hall (2nd Tuesday) Hearing on Budget 
Auditorium   
7:30 p.m. 
 
MARCH  14TH , WEDNESDAY Regular Board of Education meeting 
Board of Education  (instead of Tuesday, March 13th) 
Meeting Room 
7:30 p.m. 
 
  



 

 

 

MARCH 17TH, SATURDAY        Tour of Schools -- starting in MIDDLESEX ROTUNDA  

8:00 a.m. to approx. 11:30 a.m.     
 
 
MARCH 27TH, TUESDAY   Regular Board of Education meeting 
 
Board of Education  Update on Projected Elementary Enrollment; 
Meeting Room   Recommendation to the Board on any Budget Changes 
7:30 p.m.    
 
March/April,     (exact date(s) to be confirmed by Board of Finance) 
Town Hall            
Conference Room                     Board of Finance  - Work Session with Board of Education 
7:30 p.m.       Review Board of Education Budget. 
 
APRIL  , TUESDAY                     Board of Finance – Preliminary Vote on Budget 
Town Hall  
Conference Room  
7:30 p.m. 
 
 
APRIL , THURSDAY                 Board of Finance – Final Vote on Budget 
Town Hall  and set Mill Rate 
Conference Room            
7:30 p.m. 
 
 
NOTE:  School Spring Break  April 9th through 13th    
    
              
 
APRIL     LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance filing of 
(By the 3rd Tues. in April) 2018-2019 Town Appropriations and Tax Rate with Town Clerk. 
     
MAY 14TH, MONDAY  LEGAL DATE: RTM Approval of 2018-2019    
(2nd Monday)   Town of Darien Budget. 
Town Hall  
Auditorium   
8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

10/5/17 



From To

1 Rachel Davis Appointment J. Granite/Hindley/SESS Facilitator 10/12/2017 10/1/2019 Teacher
Special Education K - 12                                   

MA Step 19

2 Gladys DiDia Retirement Finance/Bookkeeper 12/29/2017

Resignations/Retirements (Informational Only)

PERSONNEL ACTION REPORT

October 10, 2017

Item Name Action Replacing/Location/Position
Effective Date 

Tenure Area Certification Class/Step 

Appointments
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