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Agenda - March 25, 2021

● Overview and purpose of State Assessments
○ Smarter Balanced Assessment (SBA) Grades 3-8
○ Next Generation Science Standards Assessment (NGSS) 

Grades 5&8 
● Testing Accommodations
● When can parents expect results?
● Assessment Schedule for 2021
● Questions



Purpose of State Assessment

The purpose of the state assessments are to:
● Provide another standardized data point 

to measure student progress within 
grade level curriculum

● Provide guidance in the revision of 
curriculum as it connects to the 
Common Core Standards and 
Next Generation Science Standards 



Overview
The State of Connecticut Requires Districts to 
Administer the Following Assessments Yearly

Smarter Balanced 
Assessment

Administered to 
students in grades 5,8 
and 11, it measures 
students’ progress 
against the NGSS 
Science Standards

Administered to students in 
grades 3 through 8th, it is a  
standardized assessment that 
measures a student’s math 
and reading knowledge 
compared to their grade level 
standards. It is an untimed 
test.

Next Generation Science 
Assessment



Smarter Balanced Assessment
Grades 3 - 8

The SBA includes two types of tasks that are both taken online:

● Computer Adaptive Test for English Language Arts (ELA) & Math 
○ Short-answer, multiple-choice questions and interactive test items 
○ Questions adjust to each student’s ability  

● Performance task (Math)
○ Longer multi-step questions applied to a complex task 
○ Students solve real-world problems 
○ Measures depth of understanding of math concepts and complex analysis



ELA 
Smarter Balanced Assessment

Parts:
● Reading

● Writing 

● Listening

● Research/ Inquiry

Question Types:

● Multiple choice questions 

● Short answer responses



Sample Test Items

Example of Multiple Choice Question- Elementary



Example of Short Answer Response- Elementary



Example of Multiple Choice Question- Middle School



Example of Short Answer Response With Passage- Middle School



Example of Middle School Short Answer Response 



Math 
Smarter Balanced Assessment

Parts

● Concepts and Procedures

● Problem Solving and Modeling 

& Data Analysis

● Communicating Reasoning

Question Types:

● Multiple choice questions 

● Short answer responses

● Performance Task 



Example of Multiple Choice Question/Short Answer- Elementary



Example of a Performance Task for Math- Elementary 



Example of Open Response Math- Middle School



Example of Multiple Choice Math- Middle School



Example of Math Performance Task- Middle School



What is the NGSS?
Next Generation Science Standards 
3 Dimensions

● Science and Engineering Practices 

● Disciplinary Core Ideas 

● Crosscutting Concepts 



NGSS Test Content and Format

● Grades 5,8,11
● 6 item clusters

○ Stimulus (phenomenon)
○ Series of questions

● 12 stand-alone items
● Additional items for field-test purposes 

(19-23 total questions)



Sample Item Cluster



NGSS Assessment Preparation for Students  

● Curricular Units aligned with NGSS 

● Students practice the NGSS assessment format and structure using:
○ NGSS Interim Assessment Blocks
○ NGSS Sample Test Items
○ NGSS aligned curriculum assessments 



IEP and 504 Accommodations
 SBAC and NGSS

● Universal Tools
● Designated Supports
● Accommodations



Results SBAC

● Level 1 does not meet standard

● Level 2 approaching standard

● Level 3 meets standard

● Level 4 exceeds standard









Assessment Schedule
Assessment: Date:

SBA (Grades 3-5) 5/3-5/20

SBA (Grades 6-8) 4/26-5/4

NGSS (Grade 5)
Testing Over 2 Days

5/17-5/18

NGSS (Grade 8) 5/5



Questions 


