
Comprehension in the Upper 
Elementary Grades

Cory Gillette, Social Studies and Language Arts Coordinator 
Amanda Thomas, Sarah Taylor, Julia Belmonte, 

Dawn Taranto, Samantha Mirabella
Darien Public Schools 2016

Darien 
Public 
Schools 
2016



Agenda

● Role of comprehension in reading and assessment

● Description of ‘Just Right Books’

● A look at comprehension requirements in different 

reading levels

● Application to Because of Winn Dixie
● Facilitated Book Club Discussion

● Reflection and Wrap Up



Reading is making meaning from print

In order to do that we need to be able to:

● Decode words
● Read words in phrases with expression, using punctuation 

as cues
● Understand the text



Just Right 
Books

When a student is reading a 
just right book she still has a 
lot of work to do at that level, 
BUT she can practice that work 
independently with feedback 
from her teacher.



Independent 
Reading

When students are reading independently 
in class and for homework, they should 
have a specific reading strategy or two 
that they are practicing. In the upper 
grades most students are working on 
practicing strategies around 
comprehension.



Sample 
Reading 
Strategy



Comprehension 
requirements 
increase as 
students read 
harder and 
harder books
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Frames to target comprehension in narratives



Reflections

What is this making you think about your 
child’s comprehension work?
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Questions

Please contact Cory Gillette, Literacy and Social Studies Coordinator

cgillette@darienps.org


