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Purpose of the Research Team

● Research primary resources for 6-8 mathematics

● Investigate implications for 9-12 mathematics 

● Make a recommendation



Secondary Math 
Research Team

 

 

● Math Research Team formed
● Awareness Workshops of 

Resources
● Comprehensive study of 

programs to determine the 
most appropriate to pilot

● Pilot Aligned to Current Scope 
and Sequence 

● Collect Feedback
● Make Recommendation



Three Resources:

1) Big Ideas Math -
Modeling Real Life Common Core 

2) Math in Focus 2020

3) Illustrative Math 



Themes and 
Guiding 

Questions

Alignment

Accessibility

Coherence

Flexibility

Support

Placement



Outcomes of the 
Research

● Connecticut Schools
● Common Approaches
● Problem Solving 

Strategies
● High Priority Attributes 



● Balance
● Alignment
● Strength of 

Instructional Model
● Student Engagement
● Usability 
● Diversity



Big Ideas 
Math 2019 
Modeling 
Real Life

● Instructional design
● Differentiation
● Technology



Sample Tasks:

● STEAM Video
● Exploration
● Vocabulary
● Scaffolded 

Practice
● Modeling Real 

Life
● Performance 

Task

F



Future Work:

1) Update Current Scope and Sequence
2) Professional Learning
3) Continued Grade 5 -6 Articulation
4) Renaming Courses



Questions?

Thank you!

Secondary Math Team Members

★ Linda Johnson, Elementary Math and Science Program 
Director

★ Mary Scalise, Middlesex Middle School Assistant Principal
★ Michelle Kirshner, Middlesex Math Teacher, Grade 6
★ Susan Shannon, Middlesex Math Teacher, Grade 6
★ Sarah Hathaway, Middlesex STEM Teacher
★ Dana Siano, Middlesex Math Teacher, Grade 7
★ Wendi Michael, Middlesex Math Teacher, Grade 7
★ Dan Kensek, Middlesex Math SRBI Interventionist
★ Lou Russo, Darien High School Math Teacher 
★ Matt Buchta, Darien High School Math Teacher


