
 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2018 

 
PLACE: 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MEETING ROOM 
7:30 p.m.   

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

   1. Call to Order……………………….  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman              7:30   p.m. 
 
    2.    Chairperson’s Report…………….   Mrs. Ochman                                7:32   p.m. 
 
    3.    Public Comment*………………….. Mrs. Ochman  
 
    4. Superintendent’s Report………….  Dr. Dan Brenner                           7:42   p.m.                         

 
5. Approval of Minutes………………   Board of Education                             

  
    6.    Board Committee Reports………    Mrs. Ochman     
 
    7.    Presentations/Discussions:  
 

        a. School Resource Officers…     Police Chief Raymond Osborne 
  
        b. Presentation and Discussion.   Mrs. Ellen Dunn 
  on Darien High School 
  Second Semester Enrollment 
  Distribution Report 
  

 
     
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda.   

     
 



 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2018                                    
 

7.  Presentations/Discussions (cont.): 
 
        c. Discussion and Possible……   Dr. Brenner/ 
  Acceptance of Contemplated   Mrs. Dunn  
  Gift from Darien High School 
  PTO  
  
        d. Presentation, Discussion and. Dr. Brenner/ 
  Possible Approval of    Mrs. Shelley Somers 
  Middlesex Boston Field Trip 
  
       e.  Presentation, Discussion and. Dr. Brenner/ 
  Possible Approval of                Mrs. Somers 
  Middlesex Outdoor Overnight 
  Field Trip 
           
       f.   Update on Kindergarten…….  Dr. Susie DaSilva 

        Enrollment for 2018-2019  
        
            g.  Discussion and Possible……. Dr. DaSilva 
       Action on Elementary Parent 
       Conference Days and January 
       2019 Professional Development 
       Day for 2018-19 School Year   
  
  h.  Tentative Recommendation… Dr.  Brenner 
          for Establishing 2018 Darien 
       High School Graduation 
       Date 
    
   8.   Action Items  
 
          a.  Personnel Items……………    Ms. Marjorie Cion                                      

       
    i. Appointments 

ii. Resignations/Retirements 
 

  9.   Public Comment*………………… Mrs. Ochman                                    

      10.  Adjournment……………………     Mrs. Ochman 
 

*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda.                               
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APPROVED  
(as amended on March 14, 2018) 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X X X X X  X X X 

Absent      X    

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Brenner, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Mr. Feeney and Ms. Cion 
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 24 
 
1.  Call to Order  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman, Chair,  

at 7:40pm (0:00) 
 

2.  Chairperson’s Report Mrs. Ochman, Chair, at 7:40pm  
(0:00) 

 
3.  Public Comment         Mrs. Ochman, Chair, at 7:41pm 
 (0:01) 
  
4.  Superintendent's Report Dr. Dan Brenner at 7:41pm 

(0:01) 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes (attachments) Board of Education at 7:49pm 

(0:09) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2018:  
1st Mr. Dineen 
2ND Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT -MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports Mrs. Ochman at 7:50pm (0:10) 
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PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations/Discussions: 
 

a. Discussion and Possible  Dr. Brenner 
Acceptance of Contemplated  at 7:50pm (0:10) 
Gift from Holmes PTO     
(attachment)  

 
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE GIFT FROM THE HOLMES PTO:  
1st Ms. McNamara 
2ND Mr.  Burke 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
 
 

b. Discussion and Possible Mr. Rick Sadlon/Dr. Brenner 
Acceptance of Contemplated  at 7:54pm (0:14) 
Gift from Music for Youth  
(attachment)       

 
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE GIFT FROM MUSIC FOR YOUTH:  
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2ND Mr.  Dineen 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
 
c. Update on Facilities      Dr. Brenner at 7:56pm (0:16) 
Committee Work      

 
9.  Public Comment   Ms. Ochman at 8:38pm  
         (0:58)    
  
10.  Adjournment     Ms. Ochman at 8:38pm  

(0:58)    
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MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. McCammon 
2nd Mr. Burke 
 Burke Dineen Hagerty-

Ross 
McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:38pm (0:58)    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
                                        Contemplated Gift Form 
 
 
Gift intended for:                                       Person(s) or Group Offering Gift(s) 
     (Check appropriate responses) 
                                                                   
_____Hindley                                            _DHS Parents Association 
_____Holmes                                            ___________________________ 
_____Ox Ridge 
       Contact person-This may be a  
                                                gift giver or a building administrator 
_____Royle          Name    _Ellen Dunn________  
  
            Address_DHS_____________ 
_____Tokeneke             __________________  
               __________________ 
_____Middlesex Middle School 
            Tele.     __________________  
_X___Darien High School            __________________ 
            Fax.      __________________  
_____District           e-mail   __________________ 
 
Description of proposed gift(s), including the form in which it (they) will be given 
(e.g.  money, materials, services, etc.) and for what purpose(s).  The description 
has to be sufficiently specific to allow administration to determine whether items 
2, 3, or 4 of the guidelines specified in “Administration Regulation JG-Public Gifts 
to the Schools” apply. 
 
The Darien High School Parents Association would like to contribute $4,250 to support many of 
the activities that support the DHS Core Values and Beliefs and our Learning Expectations as 
follows:   
 
 

LINK /9th grade orientation               $  750 
China Exchange                          $1000 
Advisory               $  500 
Field trip scholarships    $1500 
Blue Wave Council    $  500 
 
Total                                           $4250 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

Please answer the following questions. 
Is the value of the gift(s) $ 500.00 or more?      __X__Yes     _____No 
     Note: If the proposed gift involves donated materials or 
               Services, please place an estimated dollar value 
               on them. 
 
If your answer to the previous question is Yes, please check one of the following 
categories of value for the proposed gift(s):  
 
     _____500-1,000                 ____5,000-10,000 
 
     _____1,000-2,000              _____10,000-15,000 
 
     _____2,000-3,000              _____15,000-20,000 
 
     ___ _ 3,000-4,000              _____20,000+ 
 
     __X_ 4,000-5,000 
 
 
                                              Do not write below this line 

 
Status:   Date received by Superintendent________________ 
               
               Notes on actions by Superintendent of Schools- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Actions, if any, by the Board of Education- 
 
 
 
 
 
               Final disposition of the gift offer-   
 
 
   













Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
    

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 

Tel: 203-656-7414         Email: sdasilva@darienps.org 

 

 

 

To:  Dan Brenner, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools 

From: Susie Da Silva, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 

Re: Update on Kindergarten Enrollment for the 2018-2019 School Year 

Date:  March 22, 2018 

  

The chart below shows current kindergarten enrollment figures for the 2018-2019 school year.  These figures are based off of school 

registrations as of March 20, 2018. The 2018-2019 budgeted sections for each school were determined as a result of the M&M study, 

historical data, as well as the class size guidelines identified below. 

  

These figures are currently in line with our section projections, however, you will notice that Hindley continues to trend higher and 

Royle is trending lower than last year at this time.  Kindergarten enrollment can vary and as a result we will continue to monitor 

enrollment closely and keep the Board of Education updated as we move toward late spring. 

  

I look forward to answering any questions at the Board of Education meeting on March 27th. 

  

Kindergarten Registration, March 2018 

 

School Registrations 

as of 2/10/17 

Registrations as 

of 2/9/18 

Registrations  

as of 3/1/17 

Registrations  

as of 3/20/18 
Budgeted 

Numbers 

Budgeted 

Sections 

2018-2019 

Class Size Range 

Hindley 50 70 51 72 75 4 71   18 19-21 22 

 

76 

 

62 

 

61 

 

70 

Holmes 55 57 62 59 74 4 

Ox Ridge 51 51 51 51 65 3 

Royle 55 42 56 43 66 3 

Tokeneke 54 57 58 59 75 4 

ELP 86 92 87 95   10 1215  

 

 



2018-19 Darien School District Calendar  
(Adopted by the Board of Education on May 23, 2017) 

(Proposed Amended Calendar 3/27/2018) 

 

 

Note #1:  If schools are closed due to weather, additional days will be added to the end of the school year. Regarding High School 

graduation, by State law, after April 1st, Boards of Education are permitted to establish a graduation date.  Therefore, the Board of 

Education will make that determination at its first regular April, 2019 meeting.      

Code: _| Early Dismissal (11/21, 12/21, 6/14);    *    Staff Development Days; No School for Students; _ Teacher Work 

Day; ^Professional Learning Communities for High School Only – (9/21, 10/26, 11/16, 12/14, 2/1, 3/8, 4/26, 5/10);  

Elementary Parent Conference Days (12/4, 12/5, 12/6, 12/7; 3/19, 3/20, 3/21, 3/22) 

July  

 2           3          4 5 6  

 9 10 11 12 13  

 16 17 18 19 20  

 23 24 25 26 27  

 30  31     

  
  

August  (2) 

   1 2 3  

 6 7 8 9 10  

 13 14 15 16 17  

 20 21  22  23 24  

 27*  28* 29 30   31  

 23, 24 New Staff Orientation 
 27, 28 Professional Develop- 
           ment 
 29 Teacher Work Day 
30 Students Return 

  
 

September (17) 

       

 3 4 5 6   7  

 10 11 12 13  14  

 17 18 19 20 21^  

 24 25    26 27  28   

      
  3  Labor Day 
10 Rosh Hashanah  
19 Yom Kippur 
21  Professional Learning 
    Communities – High School 
 

October (23) 

 1 2 3 4 5  

 8 9 10 11 12  

  15 16 17 18 19  

 22 23 24 25 26^  

 29 30  31    

  26 Professional Learning 
      Communities – High School   

   

November (19) 

       1 2  

 5 6* 7 8 9  

 12 13 14 15 16^  

 19 20 21| 22 23  

 26 27 28 29 30  

   6  Professional Development 
 16 Professional Learning 
     Communities – High School 
  21 Early Dismissal 
 22 & 23 Thanksgiving Recess 
 

December (15)  

 3  4 5  6  7  

 10 11 12 13 14^  

 17 18 19 20 21|  

 24 25 26 27 28  

 31      

 4-7 Elementary Parent    
Conferences 
14  Professional Learning  
    Communities – High School  
21 Early Dismissal 
24-31 Holiday Recess 

January (20)  

   1  2* 3 4  

  7   8   9 10 11  

 14   15    16 17 18  

 21   22  23 24 25  

 28   29 30 31   

    1 Holiday Recess 
   2 Professional Development 
 21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

February (14) 

     1^  

 4 5 6 7           8  

 11 12 13 14 15*  

 18 19 20 21 22  

 25 26        27  28   

  1 Professional Learning 
     Communities – High  School  
15 Professional Development  
18 Presidents’ Day 
19 - 22 February Recess        

       March (21) 

     1  

 4 5 6 7  8^  

 11 12  13 14 15  

 18 19 20 21 22  

 25 26 27 28      29  

8  Professional Learning 
     Communities – High School 
19-22 Elementary Parent 
Conferences 
 

April (17) 

    1 2 3 4 5  

 8 9  10 11 12  

 15 16 17 18 19  

 22 23 24 25 26^  

   29 30     

   15-19 Spring Recess 
  19 Good Friday  
  26 Professional Learning 
    Communities – High School 
 

May (22) 

   1 2 3  

 6 7 8 9 10^  
 13 14 15 16 17  

 20 21 22 23 24  

 27 28 29 30 31  

  10 Professional Learning      
Communities – High School    
27 Memorial Day 

June (10) 

       

 3 4 5 6 7  

 10 11 12 13 14|  

 17 18 19 20 21  

 24 25 26    27     28  

   14 School ends for students 
  17 Teacher Work Day 
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