
Board of Education 
Darien, Connecticut 

 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2016 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
PLACE: 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

 2nd FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM  
7:00 P.M.   

 
1.  Call to order 
2. Executive session for the purpose of discussing attorney/client communication  
3.  Adjourn to public session 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2016 

 
PLACE: 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MEETING ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 

 
TENTATIVE AGENDA 

 
   1. Call to Order……………………    Mr. Michael A. Harman                   7:30 p.m.  
 
    2.    Chairperson’s Report………….    Mr. Harman 
    
    3.    Public Comment………………..    Mr. Harman                          
 
    4.    Superintendent’s Report………. Dr. Dan Brenner               7:45 p.m.                 
    -National Merit Semi-Finalists 
 
    5.  Approval of Minutes…………….   Board of Education                
  

 6. Board Committee Reports……..   Mr. Harman                           



 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2016 

 
   7.    Presentations/Discussions 

a.   Presentation by Reiss……..  Dr. Susie Da Silva  
      Fund Scholarship  
      Recipients 
 
b.   Report on Testing -………… Dr. Da Silva/ 
      SAT, ACT, AP      Mr. Marc Marin 
        
c.   Discussion and Action…….  Dr. Da Silva/ 
      on Proposed Darien             Mrs. Ellen Dunn/ 
      High School and                   Ms. Shelley Somers 
      Middlesex Field Trips 
   
d.   Presentation and Dis-..…….Ms. Marjorie Cion/ 

 cussion on Class Size         Dr. Brenner 
 Recommendations 

   
e.    Further Discussion and….. Mr. Michael Feeney 
       Possible Action on Student   
       Activity Fundraising  
       Guidelines  
        
f.     Discussion and Action…….Mr. Feeney 
   on Return of 2015-16 
       F/Y Unused Funds to 
       the Town 
    
g.    Discussion and Possible….Mr. Feeney  
   Action on Amendment 
   to the Darien Public  
       Schools’ 403(b)  
       Retirement Plan   
     
h.   Preliminary Discussion….. Dr. Brenner 
   of 2017-18 Budget 
   Meeting Calendar 
     



 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2016 

 
  8.    Action Items  
 

   a. Personnel Items…………….. Ms. Cion                            9:30 p.m. 
    i. Teacher Appointments 
   ii. Resignations  
                  

  9.   Public Comment………………….      Mr. Harman                              
 

      10.  Adjournment…………………….         Mr. Harman                          
 

  
 

DB:nv 
September 29, 2016 
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APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 

 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Present          

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Brenner, Dr. DaSilva, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion, and Mr. Feeney.  
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 25 
 
1.  Call to Order      Mr. Harman, Chair, at 7:34 p.m. (0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson's Report    Mr. Harman at 7:34 (0:00) 
 
3.  Public Comment     Mr. Harman at 7:36 (0:02) 
 
4.  Superintendent's Report   Dr. Brenner at 7:36 (0:02) 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes    Board of Education at 7:41 (0:07) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD ON 

AUGUST 23, 2016:  
1st Ms. Sullivan 
2nd Mr. Dineen 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (3-0-3) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 23, 2016: 
1st  Ms. Sullivan 
2nd  Mr. Dineen 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (3-0-3) 
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6.  Board Committee Reports    Mr. Harman 7:42 (0:08) 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.   a.  Report on Summer School and ESY   Ms. Schultz, Mr. Power, Ms. Klein 
 Programs 2016     7:43 (0:09) 
 
   b.  Discussion and Action on Proposed  Dr. DaSilva at 8:00 (0:26) 
 US-China Exchange Field Trip   
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED US-CHINA EXCHANGE FIELD TRIP:  
1st Ms. Sullivan 
2nd Ms. Zuro 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (6-0-0) 
 
 c.  Update on Summer Facility Projects  Dr. Brenner at 8:04 (0:30) 
 
 d.  Discussion and Action on 2015-2016  Mr. Feeney at 8:14 (0:40) 
 Final Year End Financial Report and 
 Comparative Review of 2015-2016 
 and 2016-2017 Budgets  
 
 e.  Further Discussion and Possible   Dr. Brenner at 8:21 (0:47) 
 Action on Board Master Agenda for August 
 2016 - January 2017  
 

ACTION ITEMS 
8.  Action Items 
 a.  Personnel Items     Ms. Cion at 8:28 (0:54) 
  i. Teacher Appointments 
  ii.  Resignations 
   

 
MOTION TO ADOPT THE PERSONNEL ITEMS AS OUTLINED IN THE MEMO DATED SEPTEMBER 6, 2016: 
1st Ms. McNamara 
2nd Mr. Dineen 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (6-0-0) 
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9.  Public Comment      Mr. Harman at 8:28 (0:54) 
 Ms. Shelly Skoglund – 139 Leroy Ave 
 
10.  Adjournment      Mr. Harman at 8:28 (0:54) 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. Sullivan 
2nd Mr. Dineen 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (6-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sarah Schneider Zuro 
Secretary 
 
 
 



Proposed Field Trips - High School

Event Date Location

Yale University Model Congress December 1-4, 2016 Yale, New Haven

Harvard Model United Nations January 26-29, 2017 Boston, MA

DHS Music Dept. (Concert Choir/Chamber Choir Adv.) February 16-20, 2017 Orlando, FL

No. Amer. Invitational Model UN Conference February 16-19, 2017 Washington, DC

Harvard Model Congress Conference February 22-26, 2017 Boston, MA

Ski Trip to Stowe, VT March 10-12, 2017 Stowe, VT

Eagle Model UN Conference March 17-19, 2017 Boston, MA

China Exchange March 31- April 20, 2017 Qingdao, Xi'an and Beijing, China

Shell Eco-Marathon April 26-30, 2017 Detroit, MI

DECA International Career Development Conference April 26-29, 2017 Anaheim, CA

National Quiz Bowl Championships May 26-28, 2017 Atlanta, GA

































































































Proposed Field Trips  -  Middlesex Middle School

Event Date Location

Regional Quiz Bowl Tournament January 13-14, 2017 Lancaster, PA

National Quiz Bowl Tournament (one of two) May 11-15, 2017 Dallas, TX

Academic Bee & Bowl Nationals May 26-29, 2017 Arlington, VA























Proposed Class Size Guidelines 

 

 

Grade Levels Current Proposed 
K-1   

Low End 19 18 
Optimal 20-22 19-21 
High End 23 22 
   

2-3   

Low End 20 19 
Optimal 21-24 20-22 
High End 25 23 

   

4-5   

Low End 21 20 
Optimal  22-25 21-23 
High End 26 24 

   

6-12   

Low End  Below 18 * 
Optimal  18-22 
High End  23-25 

 

  *Every effort will be made to keep class sizes below 22. 





















































































DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
P R O P O S E D 

 
2017-2018 BUDGET CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 
2017 
 
JANUARY 5TH, THURSDAY Special Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education         1)  Review of 2017-2018 Budget 
Meeting Room    Book Structure and Format 
7:30 p.m.                                           
     2)  Presentation of Superintendent’s 
          Proposed Budget for 2017-2018 
      Including Major Budget Proposals  
 
 
JANUARY 7TH, SATURDAY Regular Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education   1) Personnel, Operating and Equipment  
Meeting Room       Proposed Budgets of: 
8:30 a.m. 
JANUARY 21ST, SATURDAY  
(snow date)           
       RC 01 Darien High School 
                                                                   RC 03 Middlesex Middle School 
       RCs 05, 07, 08, 09 and 10 - Elementary Schools  
       RC 11 Physical Education/Athletics 
                                                                   RC 12/25 Facilities/Fixed Expenses/ Capital Plan 
       RC 13 Music 
       RC 14 Art 
       RC 21 Library/Media 
                                                                   RC 15 Technology 
       RC 17 Health 
                                                                   RC 22 Technology Education 
       RC 15 Technology  
                                                                   RC 24 Special Education  
       RC 26 Early Learning Program 
       RC 19/23 Curriculum/Summer School 
       RC 20  Finance  

           RC 16  Administration 
           RC 18 Personnel/Human Resources      

        
                                                                  
JANUARY 10TH, TUESDAY Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education        1)   Meeting with Board of Finance  
Meeting Room                                         
7:30 p.m.                                                  
 
                                                                  



         
 
            
  
JANUARY 24TH, TUESDAY  Regular Board of Education Meeting  
 
Board of Education   1)   Meeting with RTM Education and 
Meeting Room     Finance & Budget Committees    
7:30 p.m.     2)   Unfinished Business on 2017-2018 
                Proposed Budget 
     3)   Board of Education Discussion of 
           Budget Modifications under consideration 
      
          
JANUARY 31ST, TUESDAY        Special Board of Education Meeting 
 
Town Hall     1)   Public Hearing on 2017-2018 Proposed Budget       
Auditorium    2)   Final Budget Review as needed 
7:00 p.m.     
      
                       
FEBRUARY 14TH, TUESDAY  Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education    1)   Approval of 2017-2018 Board of Education Budget 
Meeting Room       
7:30 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  School Winter Break February 16th through February 21st  

 
                      
FEBRUARY 28TH, TUESDAY       Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education 
Meeting Room 
7:30 p.m. 
 
                
MARCH  7TH, TUESDAY LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance meeting at 
    which 2017-2018 Board of Education     
Town Hall Room 206  Recommended Budget is submitted. 
7:30 p.m.  
 
MARCH                                  LEGAL DATE: Publication of 2017-2018 
(during the 2nd  week of March)     Recommended Budget in Newspapers. 
    
MARCH 14TH, TUESDAY LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance Public 
Town Hall    Hearing on Budget 
Auditorium   
7:30 p.m. 
 
MARCH  15TH , WEDNESDAY Regular Board of Education meeting 
Board of Education  (Wed., March 15th instead of Tuesday, March 14th) 
Meeting Room 
7:30 p.m. 
 
  



 

MARCH 18TH, SATURDAY        Tour of Schools -- starting in MIDDLESEX ROTUNDA  

8:00 a.m. to approx. 11:30 a.m.     
 
 
MARCH 28TH, TUESDAY   Regular Board of Education meeting 
 
Board of Education  Update on Projected Elementary Enrollment; 
Meeting Room   Recommendation to the Board on any Budget Changes 
7:30 p.m.    
 
March ,  ,     (exact date(s) to be confirmed by Board of Finance) 
Town Hall            
Conference Room 206                    Board of Finance  - Work Session with Board of Education 
7:30 p.m.       Review Board of Education Budget. 
    
              
APRIL TH, TUESDAY                     Board of Finance – Preliminary Vote on Budget 
Town Hall  
Conference Room 206 
7:30 p.m. 
 
 
APRIL TH, THURSDAY                 Board of Finance – Final Vote on Budget 
(on or before the 3rd Tuesday in April) and set Mill Rate 
Town Hall           
Conference Room 206  
7:30 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  School Spring Break  April 10th through 14th    
 
APRIL     LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance filing of 
(By the 3rd Tues. in April)** 2017-2018 Town Appropriations and Tax Rate with Town Clerk. 
     
MAY 8TH, MONDAY  LEGAL DATE: RTM Approval of 2017-2018    
    Town of Darien Budget. 
Town Hall  
Auditorium   
8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

9/28/16 



From To

1 Lauren Secko Appointment
New Position/Hindley/ Special Education 

Paraprofessional
9/22/2016 6/30/2017 NA

PERSONNEL ACTION REPORT

October 4, 2016

Item Name Action Replacing/Location/Position
Effective Date 

Tenure Area Certification Class/Step 
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