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APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Present          

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Brenner, Dr. DaSilva, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion, and Mr. Feeney.  
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 25 
 
1.  Call to Order      Mr. Harman, Chair, at 7:32 p.m. (0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson's Report    Mr. Harman at 7:32 (0:00) 
 
3.  Public Comment - None   Mr. Harman at 7:32 (0:00) 
 
4.  Superintendent's Report   Dr. Brenner at 7:32 (0:00) 
 Student Presentation - Chromebook Demonstration by Fifth Graders from Tokeneke 
 School 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes (Attachment)  Board of Education at 7:52 (0:20) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD ON 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2016:  
1st Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
2nd Ms. Zuro 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (4-0-4) 
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MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 6, 2016: 
1st  Ms. Hagerty-Ross 
2nd  Mr. Dineen 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (5-0-3) 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports    Mr. Harman at 7:54 (0:22) 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations 
  a. Update/Report on SBAC, CAPT, and  Mr. Marin at 7:54 (0:22) 
 CMT Results (Attachment) 
    
 b.  Update on District Enrollment   Dr. DaSilva at 8:10 (0:38) 
 (Attachment) 
  
 c.   Review of Board of Education   Ms. Cion and Dr. Brenner at 8:12 
 Policy 6510 on Class Size (Attachment)  (0:40) 
 
 d.  Further Discussion and Possible Action Dr. Brenner at 8:25 (0:53) 
 on Board Master Agenda for August 2016 - 
 January 2017 (Attachment) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE BOARD MASTER AGENDA FOR AUGUST 2016 - JANUARY 2017 
1st Ms. Stein 
2nd Mr. Dineen 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (8-0-0) 
 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
8.  Action Items 
 a.  Personnel Items     Ms. Cion at 8:27 (0:55) 
  i. Teacher Appointments 
  ii.  Resignations 
  (Attachment) 
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MOTION TO ADOPT THE PERSONNEL ITEMS AS OUTLINED IN THE MEMO DATED SEPTEMBER 20, 2016: 
1st Mr. Dineen 
2nd Ms. Zuro 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (8-0-0) 
 
 b.  Appointment of Impartial Hearing  Ms. Cion at 8:27 (0:55) 
 Officer for the 2016 - 2017 School Year, as  
 Needed 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF AN IMPARTIAL HEARING OFFICER FOR THE 2016 - 2017 

SCHOOL YEAR, AS NEEDED: 
1st Mr. Burke 
2nd Ms. McNamara 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (8-0-0) 
 
9.    Public Comment - None   Mr. Harman at 8:29 (0:57) 
  
10.  Adjournment      Mr. Harman at 8:29 (0:57) 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Mr. Martens 
2nd Ms. Hagerty-Ross 

 Burke Dineen Hagerty-
Ross 

Harman Martens McNamara Stein Sullivan Zuro 

Yes          

No          

Abstain          

Result - Motion passed Unanimously (8-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. (0:58). 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sarah Schneider Zuro 
Secretary 
 
 
 



 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
                                        Contemplated Gift Form 
 
 
Gift intended for:                                       Person(s) or Group Offering Gift(s) 
     (Check appropriate responses)  
                                                                 Irene Trautmann  
_____Hindley                                           Darien Music for Youth 
_____Holmes                                           4 Laurel Lane   
_____Ox Ridge    Darien, CT 06820 
      Contact person-This may be a  
                                             gift giver or a building administrator 
_____Royle          Name:    Richard Sadlon    
           Address: Director of Music  
_____Tokeneke             __________________  
               __________________ 
_____Middlesex Middle School 
            Tele.:  203-655-3981 ext: 2329  
          Darien High School            ______________ 
            Fax.      __________________  
___X_District                     e-mail   RSadlon@darienps.org 
 
Description of proposed gift(s), including the form in which it (they) will be given 
(e.g.  money, materials, services, etc.) and for what purpose(s).  The description 
has to be sufficiently specific to allow administration to determine whether items 
2, 3, or 4 of the guidelines specified in “Administration Regulation JG-Public Gifts 
to the Schools” apply. 
 
The Darien Music for Youth organization has generously offered to donate funds 
in the amount of $3,000.00 to support and sponsor a performance of the U.S. 
Coast Guard Band at Darien High School at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 13, 
2017. This concert performance will be promoted throughout the schools and the 
community and admission will be free and open to the public. Admission is free 
of charge, but a ticket will be required for admission. There is a probability of 
after school workshops on various instruments open to all of the instrumental 
music students in the district. We thank the Music for Youth organization for this 
gift to our school music programs and to the community of Darien. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please answer the following questions. 
 
Is the value of the gift(s) $ 500.00 or more?      __X_Yes     _____No 
     Note: If the proposed gift involves donated materials or 
               services please place an estimated dollar value 
               on them. 
 
If your answer to the previous question is Yes please check one of the following 
categories of value for the proposed gift(s):  
 
     _____500-1,000                   _____5,000-10,000 
 
     _____1,000-2,000              _____10,000-15,000 
 
     _____2,000-3,000              _____15,000-20,000 
 
     __X__3,000-4,000              _____20,000+ 
 
     _____4,000-5,000   
 
 
                                              Do not write below this line 

 
Status:   Date received by Superintendent________________ 
               
               Notes on actions by Superintendent of Schools- 
 
 
 
               Actions, if any, by the Board of Education- 
 
 
 
 
 
               Final disposition of the gift offer-   
 



 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
                                        Contemplated Gift Form 
 
 
Gift intended for:                                       Person(s) or Group Offering Gift(s) 
     (Check appropriate responses)  
                                                                 Irene Trautmann  
__X___Hindley                                           Darien Music for Youth 
__X___Holmes                                           4 Laurel Lane   
__X___Ox Ridge    Darien, CT 06820 
      Contact person-This may be a  
                                             gift giver or a building administrator 
__X__Royle          Name:    Richard Sadlon    
           Address: Director of Music  
__X_ Tokeneke             __________________  
               __________________ 
_____Middlesex Middle School 
            Tele.:  203-655-3981 ext: 2329  
          Darien High School            ______________ 
            Fax.      __________________  
_____District                               e-mail   RSadlon@darienps.org 
 
Description of proposed gift(s), including the form in which it (they) will be given 
(e.g.  money, materials, services, etc.) and for what purpose(s).  The description 
has to be sufficiently specific to allow administration to determine whether items 
2, 3, or 4 of the guidelines specified in “Administration Regulation JG-Public Gifts 
to the Schools” apply. 
 
The Darien Music for Youth organization has generously offered to donate funds 
in the amount of $4,000.00 to support a cultural enrichment assembly program 
for all of the students at all five elementary schools. A small ensemble of 
musicians and actors associated with the New Paradigm Theater Group will 
present an age appropriate program about the life and music of Mozart in order 
to support the Music Department’s annual curricular focus theme, “Mozart & 
Friends.”  The in-school assemblies will be scheduled at the elementary schools 
pending the approval of this proposal.   
 
 
Please answer the following questions. 
 
Is the value of the gift(s) $ 500.00 or more?      __X__Yes     _____No 
     Note: If the proposed gift involves donated materials or 
               Services, please place an estimated dollar value 
               on them. 



 
If your answer to the previous question is Yes, please check one of the following 
categories of value for the proposed gift(s):  
 
     ____  500-1,000                 _____5,000-10,000 
 
     _____1,000-2,000              _____10,000-15,000 
 
     _____2,000-3,000              _____15,000-20,000 
 
     _____3,000-4,000              _____20,000+ 
 
     __X__4,000-5,000   
 
 
                                              Do not write below this line 

 
Status:   Date received by Superintendent________________ 
               
               Notes on actions by Superintendent of Schools- 
 
 
 
               Actions, if any, by the Board of Education- 
 
 
 
 
 
               Final disposition of the gift offer-   
 



Proposed Class Size Guidelines 

 

 

Grade Levels Current Proposed 
K-1   

Low End 19 18 
Optimal 20-22 19-21 
High End 23 22 
   

2-3   

Low End 20 19 
Optimal 21-24 20-22 
High End 25 23 

   

4-5   

Low End 21 20 
Optimal  22-25 21-23 
High End 26 24 

   

6-12   

Low End  Below 18  
Optimal  18-22 
High End  23-25 

 

   





Proposed Field Trips - High School

Event Date Location

Yale University Model Congress December 1-4, 2016 Yale, New Haven

Harvard Model United Nations January 26-29, 2017 Boston, MA

No. Amer. Invitational Model UN Conference February 16-19, 2017 Washington, DC

Harvard Model Congress Conference February 22-26, 2017 Boston, MA

Ski Trip to Stowe, VT March 10-12, 2017 Stowe, VT

Eagle Model UN Conference March 17-19, 2017 Boston, MA

Shell Eco-Marathon April 26-30, 2017 Detroit, MI

DECA International Career Development Conference April 26-29, 2017 Anaheim, CA

National Quiz Bowl Championships May 26-28, 2017 Atlanta, GA















































































Proposed Field Trips  -  Middlesex Middle School

Event Date Location

Regional Quiz Bowl Tournament January 13-14, 2017 Lancaster, PA

National Quiz Bowl Tournament (one of two) May 11-15, 2017 Dallas, TX

Academic Bee & Bowl Nationals May 26-29, 2017 Arlington, VA















































































DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
P R O P O S E D 

 
2017-2018 BUDGET CALENDAR 

 
 
 
 
2017 
 
JANUARY 5TH, THURSDAY Special Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education         1)  Review of 2017-2018 Budget 
Meeting Room    Book Structure and Format 
7:30 p.m.                                           
     2)  Presentation of Superintendent’s 
          Proposed Budget for 2017-2018 
      Including Major Budget Proposals  
 
 
JANUARY 7TH, SATURDAY Regular Board of Education Meeting 
Board of Education   1) Personnel, Operating and Equipment  
Meeting Room       Proposed Budgets of: 
8:30 a.m. 
JANUARY 21ST, SATURDAY  
(snow date)           
       RC 01 Darien High School 
                                                                   RC 03 Middlesex Middle School 
       RCs 05, 07, 08, 09 and 10 - Elementary Schools  
       RC 11 Physical Education/Athletics 
                                                                   RC 12/25 Facilities/Fixed Expenses/ Capital Plan 
       RC 13 Music 
       RC 14 Art 
       RC 21 Library/Media 
                                                                   RC 15 Technology 
       RC 17 Health 
                                                                   RC 22 Technology Education 
       RC 15 Technology  
                                                                   RC 24 Special Education  
       RC 26 Early Learning Program 
       RC 19/23 Curriculum/Summer School 
       RC 20  Finance  

           RC 16  Administration 
           RC 18 Personnel/Human Resources      

        
                                                                  
JANUARY 10TH, TUESDAY Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education        1)   Meeting with Board of Finance  
Meeting Room                                         
7:30 p.m.                                                  
 
                                                                  



         
 
            
  
JANUARY 24TH, TUESDAY  Regular Board of Education Meeting  
 
Board of Education   1)   Meeting with RTM Education and 
Meeting Room     Finance & Budget Committees    
7:30 p.m.     2)   Unfinished Business on 2017-2018 
                Proposed Budget 
     3)   Board of Education Discussion of 
           Budget Modifications under consideration 
      
          
JANUARY 31ST, TUESDAY        Special Board of Education Meeting 
 
Town Hall     1)   Public Hearing on 2017-2018 Proposed Budget       
Auditorium    2)   Final Budget Review as needed 
7:00 p.m.     
      
                       
FEBRUARY 14TH, TUESDAY  Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education    1)   Approval of 2017-2018 Board of Education Budget 
Meeting Room       
7:30 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  School Winter Break February 16th through February 21st  

 
                      
FEBRUARY 28TH, TUESDAY       Regular Board of Education Meeting 
 
Board of Education 
Meeting Room 
7:30 p.m. 
 
                
MARCH  7TH, TUESDAY LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance meeting at 
    which 2017-2018 Board of Education     
Town Hall Room 206  Recommended Budget is submitted. 
7:30 p.m.  
 
MARCH                                  LEGAL DATE: Publication of 2017-2018 
(during the 2nd  week of March)     Recommended Budget in Newspapers. 
    
MARCH 14TH, TUESDAY LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance Public 
Town Hall    Hearing on Budget 
Auditorium   
7:30 p.m. 
 
MARCH  15TH , WEDNESDAY Regular Board of Education meeting 
Board of Education  (Wed., March 15th instead of Tuesday, March 14th) 
Meeting Room 
7:30 p.m. 
 
  



 

MARCH 18TH, SATURDAY        Tour of Schools -- starting in MIDDLESEX ROTUNDA  

8:00 a.m. to approx. 11:30 a.m.     
 
 
MARCH 28TH, TUESDAY   Regular Board of Education meeting 
 
Board of Education  Update on Projected Elementary Enrollment; 
Meeting Room   Recommendation to the Board on any Budget Changes 
7:30 p.m.    
 
March ,  ,     (exact date(s) to be confirmed by Board of Finance) 
Town Hall            
Conference Room 206                    Board of Finance  - Work Session with Board of Education 
7:30 p.m.       Review Board of Education Budget. 
    
              
APRIL TH, TUESDAY                     Board of Finance – Preliminary Vote on Budget 
Town Hall  
Conference Room 206 
7:30 p.m. 
 
 
APRIL TH, THURSDAY                 Board of Finance – Final Vote on Budget 
(on or before the 3rd Tuesday in April) and set Mill Rate 
Town Hall           
Conference Room 206  
7:30 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  School Spring Break  April 10th through 14th    
 
APRIL     LEGAL DATE: Board of Finance filing of 
(By the 3rd Tues. in April)** 2017-2018 Town Appropriations and Tax Rate with Town Clerk. 
     
MAY 8TH, MONDAY  LEGAL DATE: RTM Approval of 2017-2018    
    Town of Darien Budget. 
Town Hall  
Auditorium   
8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

9/28/16 



From To

1 Jessica McDonough Appointment
K. Vucetic/Ox Ridge/Special Education 

Teacher
10/21/2016 11/1/2020 Teacher

Special Education K - 12                       

MA Step 3  

2 Tanya Pereira Appointment
J. Rivers/Central Office/ Special Education 

Secretary
10/17/2016 6/30/2017 NA

3 Dyan Gonzales Resignation Library Media Specialist/Holmes 11/11/2016

Resignations

PERSONNEL ACTION REPORT

October 18, 2016

Item Name Action Replacing/Location/Position
Effective Date 

Tenure Area Certification Class/Step 
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