
 

 

 
 

Board of Education 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
 
 

TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2019 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
 
 

Darien Public Schools’ 
Administrative Offices 

Meeting Room 
6:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

1.  Call to order 
2. Adjourn to Executive Session (2nd Floor Conference Room) for the purpose of 

discussion regarding personnel and negotiations pursuant to Connecticut 
General Statute 1-200(6) (A) and (B) 

3.  Reconvene in public session. 
4.  Adjournment. 
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION     
TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2019 
 
 
 
     8.  Presentations/Discussions  (cont.) 
 
           d.  Report on DAEG Barbara……..  Dr. Susie Da Silva 
                Harrington Fund Awards              
 
           e.  Update on District………………  Dr. Susie Da Silva 
     Enrollment 
  
           f.   Discussion and Possible………  Dr. Elliott Landon/ 
                Acceptance of Contemplated     Mr. Chris Manfredonia 
                Gifts from Darien Youth 
                Lacrosse 
 
          g.   Discussion and Possible……..   Dr. Elliott Landon/ 
                Action on Proposed                    Mr. Chris Manfredonia 
     Athletic Department Field 
                Trips 
 
          h.   Further Discussion and……….  Dr. Elliott Landon/ 
                Possible Action on                     Ms. Jennifer Montanaro  
                Darien Athletic Foundation 
                Contemplated Gift of Darien 
                High School Cross Country 
                Running Track            
 
          i.    Discussion on 2018-19………..  Mr. Michael Feeney 
                Financial Report and Possible 
                Action on Proposed Budget 
                Transfers 
   
   9.  Action Items  

a.  Personnel Items……………….…Ms. Marjorie Cion                                
       i. Appointments  

  ii. Resignations/Retirements 
 iii. Leaves of Absence 
 

10. Public Comment*…………………….    Mrs. Tara Ochman                                    

      11. Adjournment…………………………     Mrs. Tara Ochman 
          

*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular/special public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its 
agenda.   
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DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Darien, Connecticut 

 
 
NEWS RELEASE 
Elliott Landon, Ed.D. 
Interim Superintendent of Schools 
Darien Public Schools 
Darien, Connecticut 
 
 
 

Dr. Elliott Landon 
 

Announces the Recipients 
 

of 
 

Superintendent’s Citizenship Award 
 

Elliott Landon, Interim Superintendent of Schools, is pleased to announce the names of 
students who will receive the Superintendent’s Citizenship Award this year.  This award 
was established during the 1976-77 school year and is presented annually to students 
in grades five, eight and twelve from each of our schools.  Each student is chosen for 
his/her qualities of responsibility, concern for others, and dedicated efforts on behalf of 
their respective schools. 
 
     Caroline Ward  Grade Five  Hindley Elementary School 
     John Lubeley   Grade Five  Holmes Elementary School 
  Caroline Hendrickson Grade Five  Ox Ridge Elementary School 
     Madeline Smaldon  Grade Five  Royle Elementary School 
     Catherine Young   Grade Five  Tokeneke Elementary School 
           Charlotte Moody   Grade Eight  Middlesex Middle School 
  E’Sachi Smalls  Grade Twelve Darien High School 
  Aram Russell   Grade Twelve Darien High School 
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APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, April 23, 2019 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X X X X X X* X X X 

Absent          

*MR. MARONEY ARRIVED AT 7:46 P.M. 
 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Landon, Dr. Da Silva, Mr. Feeney, Ms. Klein and Ms. Cion  
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 25 
 
1.  Call to Order  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman, Chair,  

at 7:44 p.m. (0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson’s Report Mrs. Tara Ochman, Chair,  

 at 7:44 p.m. (0:00) 
 
MOTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES SECTION 10-157, THE BOARD OF 

EDUCATION HEREBY ELECTS DR. ALAN ADDLEY TO SERVE AS ITS SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

PURSUANT TO THE PROPOSED CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT, EFFECTIVE ON OR ABOUT JULY 1, 2019:  
1st Ms. McNamara 
2ND Mr. Dineen 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (9-0-0) 
 
 
MOTION THAT THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HEREBY AUTHORIZED ITS CHAIRPERSON TO SIGN SUCH 

CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Ms. McCammon 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (9-0-0) 
 
3.  Public Comment        Mrs. Tara Ochman, Chair,  
 at 7:30 p.m. (0:02) 
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4.  Superintendent's Report Dr. Elliott Landon  
 at 7:50 p.m. (0:06) 

 
5.  Approval of Minutes  Board of Education 
                                                                                                  at 7:50 p.m. (0:06) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING AND EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE 

BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD ON TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2019:  
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2ND Ms. McNamara 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (9-0-0) 
 
*MS. MCCAMMON LEFT AT 7:51 P.M. 

 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON TUESDAY, APRIL 9, 2019:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Mr. Brown 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X  X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (8-0-0) 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports Mrs. Tara Ochman, Chair,  
          at 7:51p.m. (0:07) 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations/Discussions: 
 

a. Curricula Update: Social Dr. Susie Da Silva/ 
Studies K-12  Ms. Cory Gillette/ 
 Mr. Keith Keeler 

at 7:52 p.m. (0:08) 
*Ms. McCammon returned at 8:34 p.m. 
 

b. Further Discussion and     Dr. Susie Da Silva/ 
Possible Action on State     Mrs. Ellen Dunn 

 Required 2023 Changes to     at 8:37 p.m. (0:53) 
 Graduation Requirements 
  
MOTION TO APPROVE THE STATE REQUIRED 2023 CHANGES TO GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:  
1st Mr. Dineen 
2ND Mr. Burke 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 
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No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (9-0-0) 
  

c. First Reading and Discussion Dr. Elliott Landon 
on Proposed 2020-21 School  at 8:43 p.m. (0:59) 
Calendar  

*Mr. Dineen left at 8:48 p.m. 
 

d. Discussion and Possible Dr. Elliott Landon/ 
Acceptance of Contemplated Mr. Chris Manfredonia 
Gift from Blue Wave Booster     at 8:47 p.m. (1:03) 

 Club 
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE GIFT FROM THE BLUE WAVE BOOSTER CLUB:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Ms. Ritchie 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X  X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (8-0-0) 
 
e. Discussion and Possible   Dr. Elliott Landon/ 
Acceptance of Contemplated   Mr. Chris Manfredonia 
Gift from the Darien Soccer  at 8:53 p.m. (1:09) 

  Association and the Darien 
  Athletic Foundation  
 
MOTION TO ACCEPT THE GIFT FROM THE DARIEN SOCCER ASSOCIATION AND THE DARIEN ATHLETIC 

FOUNDATION:  
1st Mr. Burke 
2ND Mr. Maroney 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X  X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (8-0-0) 
 

f. Legislative Matter per   Dr. Elliott Landon 
CABE’s 4/11/2019 Request   at 8:58 p.m. (1:14) 

 
8.  Action Items:  

 
a.  Personnel Items      Ms. Marjorie Cion  
 i.   Appointments    at 9:03 p.m. (1:19) 

  ii.  Resignations/Retirements 
  iii. Non-Renewal of Certified Staff 
   Working under One-Year 
   Contracts and Long Term 
   Substitutes 
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MOTION TO APPROVE NON-RENEWAL OF CERTIFIED STAFF WORKING UNDER ONE-YEAR 

CONTRACTS, LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTES AND PERMANENT BUILDING SUBSTITUTES PRESENTED IN 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ON APRIL 23, 2019: 
1st Mr. Burke 
2nd Ms. Ritchie 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X  X X  X X X 

No          

Abstain      X    

RESULT -MOTION PASSED (7-0-1) 
       

9.  Public Comment   Mrs. Tara Ochman, Chair,  
   at 9:04 p.m. (1:20) 
 
10.  Adjournment     Mrs. Tara Ochman, Chair,  
           at 9:04 p.m. (1:20) 
     
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2nd Mr. Maroney 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X  X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. (1:20)    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
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APPROVED 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Monday, April 29, 2019 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:00 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X  X X X X X X X 

Absent  X        

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Landon, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion and Mr. Feeney  
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 1 
 
1.  Call to Order Mrs. Tara B. Ochman, Chair,  
- Appointment of Hindley School      at 7:08 p.m. (0:00) 
Elementary Principal 
 
MOTION TO APPOINT JULIE DROLLER PRINCIPAL AT HINDLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 
1st Mr. Brown 
2nd Ms. McCammon 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
 
2.  Adjournment     Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
           at 7:09 p.m. (0:01)   

   
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Mr. Brown 
2nd Ms. McCammon 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X  X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m. (0:01)    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 

















































 

  



 

 



 

Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
 

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 
                Tel: 203-656-7414         Email: sdasilva@darienps.org   

 

TO:  Dr. Elliott Landon, Superintendent of Schools 

FROM:  Susie Da Silva, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 

RE:  Report of Barbara Harrington Grant – Summer 2019 

DATE:  June 11, 2019   

   
Darien Advocates for the Education of the Gifted (DAEG) has announced the award of 24 grants to                                 
Darien teachers totaling $11,741 for advanced studies, workshops, conferences and curriculum                     
development. Thanks to the generosity of DAEG members and the Darien community, we are pleased to                               
provide funding to Darien’s enthusiastic teachers whose applications fit the criteria of further                         
development of their teaching skills and bringing that knowledge back to the classroom, ultimately                           
benefiting Darien students. 
 
The Barbara Harrington Fund was established in 1984 by DAEG in honor of Barbara Harrington, founder                               
of Darien’s IDEA Program for gifted students. Open to all teachers in the Darien Public Schools, the                                 
Barbara Harrington Fund offers teachers the opportunity to take courses that enrich their ability to deliver                               
their curriculum. The grants are funded by contributions of members of the Darien Advocates for                             
Education of the Gifted and other donors. Grant applications are processed by a committee of DAEG                               
members along with central office and school administrators.  
 
The applications for this year reflect both independent study and collaborative efforts of Darien faculty as                               
they pursue their interests and identify areas where they would like to gain more knowledge. Grants                               
have been awarded across all of our schools. Below you will find a short description on the approved                                   
grants. 
 

BARBARA HARRINGTON FUND 2019 
MAY 2019 

Total Grants Funded $11,741 
 

DHS 
 
Stephanie Ard, 9-12 (Art): 
Advanced 8-week ceramics course at Clay Art Center in Port Chester, NY.  
 
Dennis Cabrera, 10 DHS, Fitch Academy 9-12 (Social Studies): 
NCTA 2019 Summer Institute course on “Tradition, Exchange and Innovation in Art: An Introduction to                             
East Asian Visual Culture and Beyond”. The course focuses on the production of East Asian art forms                                 

mailto:sdasilva@darienps.org


(scrolls, woodblock prints, ceramics, architectural forms) and is ideal for those interested in an intro to                               
East Asian art history.  
 
Anne Fernandez, 9-12 (English): 
AP Annual Conference in Orlando, FL on July 19-20 to present a session on Creative Writing in AP                                   
Literature. 
 
John Gearty, 9-12 (World Language): 
CANE Summer Institute Conference at Brown University. This year’s theme is “E Pluribus Unum” with a                               
focus on Latin and Greek literature.   
 
Christine Leventhal, 10-12 (Science): 
Online course “Plant Science: Introduction to Botany” offered through The Great Courses.   
 
Jaclyn Sammis, 9-12 (Art): 
X-week Fine Tune Wheel Techniques  
 
Jen von Wahlde, 9-12 (English): 
Attend the AP Annual Conference in Orlando, FL on July 19-20 to present a session on Creative Writing                                   
in AP Literature. 
 

MMS 
 
Jackie Kelly, 6-7 (English & Leadership Team): 
Attend the Mindfulness and Education Conference at the Omega Institute (July 12-14). Omega focuses                           
on techniques to address mindfulness and Social & Emotional Learning (SEL).  
 
Jennifer Sacks, 6-7 (English & Leadership Team): 
Attend the Mindfulness and Education Conference at the Omega Institute (July 12-14). Omega focuses                           
on techniques to address mindfulness and Social & Emotional Learning (SEL).  
 
Austin Scelzo, 6-8 (Music): 
“Creative Strings Workshop” designed for musicians and teachers. The founder, Chris Howes, provided a                           
workshop and concert at DHS in 2018.   
 
Tim Sorensen, 8 (English) (Drama/Theater Support at MMS & DHS): 
Attend the Broadway Teachers Workshop 3-day conference to support educators who work on                         
theatrical productions across the country.  
 
Keriann Sievering, 7 (Social Studies): 
Online course through Harvard Education on QFT (Question Formulation Technique).   
 
Dylan Spielvogel, 3-8 (Music):  see Ox Ridge too 
Study cello technique, pedagogy and literature with master cellist, Daniel Miller, of the Greenwich                           
Symphony Orchestra. The district music department currently has no cello professionals on staff. Dylan                           
would undergo the lessons with the intent of sharing his experience in PLCs to help district Strings                                 
teachers teach the instrument more effectively.  



Andrew Turriago, 7 (English): 
Online, non-credit course through Learner’s Edge called “Thrive: Supporting LGBTQ Students in School.”   
 

HINDLEY 
 
Gail Althoff, K: 
Attend Columbia University’s Teachers College Readers and Writers Project Readers Institute in August.   
 
Nancy Christie, K-5 (Art): 
Attend “Marrying Form and Surface with Barbara Quinn” at the Clay Art Center in Port Chester, NY,                                 
August 5-9.   
 
Kathleen Gale, 5: 
Attend ISTE (International Society for Technology and Education) Conference in Philadelphia June 23-26. 
 
 

OX RIDGE 
 
Dylan Spielvogel, 3-8 (Music):  see MMS 
 

ROYLE 
 

Karen Albro, ELP-5th (Physical Therapy):  See Ox Ridge (and Tokeneke) 
 
Linda Dragotta, 3: 
Attend Project Lead the Way Launch (PreK-5) (www.pltw.org).   
 

TOKENEKE 
 
Karen Albro, ELP-5th (Physical Therapy):  See Ox Ridge (and Royle) 
 
Nicole Chroiniere-Kroeker, K-5 (Library): 
Attend the ISTE19 conference and expo (International Society for Technology & Education) June 23-26 in                             
Philadelphia, PA.   
 

IDEA Program 

Idea Teachers, 1-8: (A. Aaron, C. Martin, S. Morrison, M. Mattera… All schools except DHS) 

Attend the Creative Problem Solving Conference at University of Buffalo on July 19. Participants learn                             
the Creative Problem Solving (CPS) Process which will help students develop critical and creative thinking                             
skills within the context of their general education and Idea classrooms.   



Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
 

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 
Tel: 203-656-7414         Email: sdasilva@darienps.org    

 
June 3, 2019  
 
To:  Elliott Landon, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 
From:  Susie Da Silva, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, K-12 
Re:       K-12 Enrollment 2019-2020 
 
Below you will find the projected enrollment figures for grades K-12 by school.  I look forward to answering 
any questions at the Board of Education meeting on June 11, 2019. 
 

K-12 Enrollment   

 Grade  DHS  MMS  Hindley  Holmes  Ox Ridge  Royle  Tokeneke   

K      65  76  70  50  62   

1      77  65  65  52  66   

2      64  82  63  59  69   

3      84  85  71  53  75   

4      75  59  68  75  75   

5      83  76  55  60  79   

6    392             

7    388                  

8    373                  

9  358                     

10  333                     

11  381                     

12  366                     

Totals  1438  1153  448  443  392  349  426   

 
 
 

    Kindergarten Enrollment Comparison 
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Darien Public Schools     -     Administrative Offices 
 

35 Leroy Avenue – P.O. Box 1167 – Darien, Connecticut 06820-1167 
Tel: 203-656-7414         Email: sdasilva@darienps.org    

School  Registrations as of 6/2018  Registrations as of 
6/2019 

Class Size Range 

Hindley  76  65     18 19-21 22 
 

 Holmes  63  76 

Ox Ridge  58  70 

Royle  49  50 

Tokeneke  66  62 
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DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
                                        Contemplated Gift Form 
 
 
Gift intended for:                                       Person(s) or Group Offering Gift(s) 
     (Check appropriate responses) 
                                                                   
_____Hindley                                            DYLAX 
_____Holmes                
_____Ox Ridge 
       Contact person-This may be a  
                                                gift giver or a building administrator 
_____Royle          Name    Jen Kuryla   
            Address__________________ 
_____Tokeneke             __________________  
               __________________ 
_____Middlesex Middle School 
            Tele.     __________________  
_____Darien High School            __________________ 
            Fax.      __________________  
_____District           e-mail   jkuryla@optonline.net 
 
Description of proposed gift(s), including the form in which it (they) will be given 
(e.g.  money, materials, services, etc.) and for what purpose(s).  The description 
has to be sufficiently specific to allow administration to determine whether items 
2, 3, or 4 of the guidelines specified in “Administration Regulation JG-Public Gifts 
to the Schools” apply. 
 
As they have done in the past, DYLAX has graciously donated $5,000 to the girls 
lacrosse program at DHS.  This money will go towards off-setting the cost of 
filming and editing for the season. 
 
 
 
 
Please answer the following questions. 
 
Is the value of the gift(s) $ 500.00 or more?      X  Yes     _____No 
     Note: If the proposed gift involves donated materials or 
               services, please place an estimated dollar value 
               on them. 



 
If your answer to the previous question is Yes, please check one of the following 
categories of value for the proposed gift(s):  
 
     _____500-1,000                _X___ 5,000-10,000 
 
     _____1,000-2,000              _____10,000-15,000 
 
     _____2,000-3,000              _____15,000-20,000 
 
     _____3,000-4,000              _____20,000+ 
 
     _____4,000-5,000 
 
 
                                              Do not write below this line 

 
Status:   Date received by Superintendent________________ 
               
               Notes on actions by Superintendent of Schools- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Actions, if any, by the Board of Education- 
 
 
 
 
 
               Final disposition of the gift offer-   
 
 
   



 

DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
                                        Contemplated Gift Form 
 
 
Gift intended for:                                       Person(s) or Group Offering Gift(s) 
     (Check appropriate responses) 
                                                                   
_____Hindley                                            DYLAX 
_____Holmes                
_____Ox Ridge 
       Contact person-This may be a  
                                                gift giver or a building administrator 
_____Royle          Name    Jen Kuryla   
           Address__________________ 
_____Tokeneke             __________________  
               __________________ 
_____Middlesex Middle School 
            Tele.     __________________  
_____Darien High School            __________________ 
            Fax.      __________________  
_____District           e-mail   jkuryla@optonline.net 
 
Description of proposed gift(s), including the form in which it (they) will be given 
(e.g. money, materials, services, etc.) and for what purpose(s).  The description 
has to be sufficiently specific to allow administration to determine whether items 
2, 3, or 4 of the guidelines specified in “Administration Regulation JG-Public Gifts 
to the Schools” apply. 
 
As they have done in the past, DYLAX has graciously donated $5,000 to the 
boys lacrosse program at DHS.  This money will go towards off-setting the cost 
of filming and editing for the season. 
 
 
 
Please answer the following questions. 
 
Is the value of the gift(s) $ 500.00 or more?      X  Yes     _____No 
     Note: If the proposed gift involves donated materials or 
               services, please place an estimated dollar value 
               on them. 



 
If your answer to the previous question is Yes, please check one of the following 
categories of value for the proposed gift(s):  
 
     _____500-1,000                _X__  5,000-10,000 
 
     _____1,000-2,000              _____10,000-15,000 
 
     _____2,000-3,000              _____15,000-20,000 
 
     _____3,000-4,000              _____20,000+ 
 
     _        4,000-5,000 
 
 
                                              Do not write below this line 

 
Status:   Date received by Superintendent________________ 
               
               Notes on actions by Superintendent of Schools- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Actions, if any, by the Board of Education- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               Final disposition of the gift offer-   
 
 
   



Proposed Athletic Field Trips - 2019-20

Event Date Location
Ocean State High School Girls Cross Country Invitational 28-Sep-19 Warwick, RI

Ocean State High School Boys Cross Country Invitational 28-Sep-19 Warwick, RI

New England High School Girls Cross Country Championships 9-Nov-19 Thetford, VT

New England High School Boys Cross Country Championships 9-Nov-19 Thetford, VT

Overnight Hockey Scrimmage against competitive Boston teams 13-Dec-19 Canton, MA

Dartmouth High School Indoor Track Invite Jan. 10-11,2020 Hanover, NH

Boys Varsity Hockey weekend series against Bishop 1-Feb-20 Providence, RI

Hendricken and LaSalle Academy

State Wrestling Tournament 21-Feb-20 Bristol, CT

New England High School Indoor Track Championships (Girls) 29-Feb-20 Boston, MA

New England High School Indoor Track Championships (Boys) 29-Feb-20 Boston, MA

High School Squash Team National Championships Feb'20 (TBD) Philadelphia area

Penn Relays (Boys track) 23-Apr-20 Univ. of Penn.

Penn Relays (Girls track) 23-Apr-20 Univ. of Penn.

New England High School Girls Outdoor Track Championship 13-Jun-20 Burlington, VT

New England High School Boys Outdoor Track Championship 13-Jun-20 Burlington, VT











































































 

1025 POST ROAD, DARIEN, CT 06820 
WWW.DARIENAF.COM 

Darien Athletic Foundation 
 

Memorandum	
To:	Dr.	Landon,	Superintendent	of	Schools	
From:	Jennifer	Montanaro	
CC:	DAF	Board	

The gift from the Darien Athletic Foundation proposes the construction of a cross-
country running path along the outside of perimeter of Darien High School, and 

along the perimeter of the Diller Property.  The path will be used by the Darien 

High School Cross Country Team for practice and for one to two competitions per 
year.  The Diller property portion will also include an eastern link that will not be 

part of the cross country path, but will allow Town residents to complete a loop 

around the Diller Property without entering High School property.  The cross 
country path will have a crushed stone surface, although the eastern link across 

the Diller Property will consist of a plank boardwalk over wetland areas.  There 

will be six parking spaces along Nutmeg Lane, one of which is handicap, and 
subject to Town parking rules and regulations. 

 

The DAF and its consultant engineer, Tighe & Bond, participated in many 
coordination meetings with the Board of Education Superintendents, both past 

and present, DHS Athletic Facilities Staff, the Planning & Zoning Director and 

Senior Environmental Officer.  To date, the Planning & Zoning and the 
Environmental Protection Commission approved the application for the path after 

multiple public hearings.   

 
June 3, 2019 the Board of Selectmen unanimously approved the gift to the Town. 

Also on June 3rd, the RTM’s  Finance & Budget, Parks & Recreation and Education 

sub-committees were given presentations on the project and all voted to accept 
the gift and intend on voting in the same manner at the June 10, 2019 full RTM 

meeting. 

 



 

 

2 

Costs and construction process  
 
The Darien Athletic Foundation is responsible for all costs to complete the 

running path.  The estimated cost to construct is $200,000 to $300,000, 
attributable to several months of grading by hand and small machinery and 

application of crushed stone in wet areas.  DAF Board member Lou Gesualdi will 

supervise and in weekly meetings report to the Executive Director of Parks & Rec 
and the Superintendent of Darien Public Schools, both of whom have final say 

about construction related issues in their respective properties. DAF currently has 

over $1,000,000 of cash on hand.  The intention is to start the project June/July 
2019 

	

Responsibilities after the gift is donated  
 
The P&R and BoE have full control of the usage parameters of the running path 

for their respective properties.  Maintenance for the path on the Diller Property 

will be performed by Darien Parks and Recreation, which will include yearly 
maintenance of vegetation encroaching on the path, while maintenance on the 

High School Property will be by the Board of Education.  Maintenance will be 

limited to tree and brush trimming and stone replenishment as needed.  These 
efforts can be undertaken manually without the need for large equipment. 

 
Annual maintenance is estimated to be $4,000 to $5,000 which would 
predominantly consist of replenishing crushed stone which has been displaced.   
 

	









































































From To

1 Sarah Kwiatowski Appointment
L Lomnbardi/MMS/Special 

Education
8/26/2019 6/30/2023 Teacher

Special Education K-12       

MA + 30 Step 15    

2 Dana Greenman Appointment K McDavid/DHS/Math 8/26/2019 6/30/2023 Teacher
Math 7 - 12                           

MA + 30 Step 12

3 Jennifer Ki Appointment
New Position/Tokeneke/School 

Psychologist
8/26/2019 6/30/2023 Teacher

School Psychologist           

PhD Step 9

4 Mary Jones Appointment
New Position/Holmes/School 

Psychologist
8/26/2019 6/30/2023 Teacher

School Psychologist           

PhD Step 15

5 Danielle Colabatistto Appointment
New Position/Royle/School 

Psychologist
8/26/2019 6/30/2023 Teacher

School Psychologist           MA 

+ 30 Step 3

6 Elizabeth Williams Appointment
New Position/Hindley/School 

Psychologist
8/26/2019 6/30/2023 Teacher

School Psychologist           

PhD Step 4

7 Madeleine Vivian Change of Position
New Position/Ox Ridge/School 

Psychologist
8/26/2019 6/30/2022 Teacher

School Psychologist           

PhD Step 15

8 Michael Feeney Resignation
Central Office/Director of Finance 

and Operations
TBD

9 Susan Spencer Resignation
Tokeneke/Special Education 

Paraprofessional
6/30/2019

10 Maureen Tyrell Resignation DHS/Secretary 6/18/2019

11 Daniel Dernbach Resignation Hindley/Campus Monitor 5/24/2019

12 Nicholas Banas Resignation DHS/Social Studies 6/30/2019

13 Elizabeth Bechtold Leave of Absence DHS/ English 8/26/2019 6/30/2020

14 Amy Young Leave of Absence Holmes/ Special Education 8/26/2019 6/30/2020

15 Bethany Reade Leave of Absence MMS/ Special Education 8/26/2019 6/30/2020

16 Colin Walters Leave of Absence Itinerant Elementary/ Music 8/26/2019 6/30/2020

Resignations, Leaves of Absence and Retirements (Informational)

Appointments

PERSONNEL ACTION REPORT

June 11, 2019

Item Name Action Replacing/Location/Position
Effective Date 

Tenure Area Certification Class/Step 
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