
 

 

Board of Education 
Darien, Connecticut 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

Darien Public Schools’ 
Administrative Offices 

Meeting Room 
7:00 p.m. 

 
AGENDA 

1.  Call to order 
2. Adjourn to Executive Session (2nd Floor Conference Room) for the purpose of 

discussion regarding personnel pursuant to Connecticut General Statute 1-
200(6) (A) 

3.  Reconvene in public session. 
4.  Adjournment. 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019 

PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

MEETING ROOM 
7:30 P.M.   

 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

   1.   Call to Order……………………      Mrs. Tara Ochman                         7:30 p.m.  
   
    2.    Chairperson’s Report……………..      Mrs. Tara Ochman    
                                 
    3.    Public Comment*…………………       Mrs. Tara Ochman   
          
    4.    Superintendent’s Report………….      Dr. Elliott Landon                                     
 

5.    Approval of Minutes………………      Board of Education                            
   
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda.  



 

 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019 

 
   6.   Board Committee Reports………         Mrs. Tara Ochman   

                 
   7.   Presentations/Discussions  

 
          a.  Further Discussion and Possible.. Dr. Elliott Landon  

     Action on Contemplated Gift of   
                Darien High School Cross Country  
                Running Track 
 
          b.   Follow Up Discussion on……….   Dr. Elliott Landon 
     January 5th Board Meeting 
     Questions on 2019-2020  
                Proposed Board of Education 
     Budget   
    
          c.   Proposed Memorandum of……..  Mr. Michael Feeney 
                Understanding between the 
     Darien Board of Education and 
                the Darien Police Department 
 
          d.   Presentation and Discussion….   Dr. Elliott Landon 
     of Board Master Agenda for 
                February -  August 2019   
                      
  8.  Action Items  

a.  Personnel Items………………..   Ms. Marjorie Cion                                 
       i. Appointments  
      ii. Resignations/Retirements 
 

 9.  Public Comment*…………………….   Mrs. Tara Ochman                                    

     10.  Adjournment………………………..…  Mrs. Tara Ochman 
              
      EL:nv  

 
*Public Comments are limited to three minutes per individual and are designed to allow community members to inform the Darien 
Board of Education of their opinions and/or concerns.   Where appropriate, community members are also encouraged to reach out 
to the school administration during regular school hours.   There should be no expectation for dialogue on such public comments to 
take place at a regular public meeting, given that by law the Board may only discuss matters that are set forth on its agenda. 
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APPROVED 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 
 
PLACE: 
DARIEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:30 P.M. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Present X X X X X X X X X 

Absent          

 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT:  
Dr. Landon, Dr. Da Silva, Ms. Klein, Ms. Cion and Mr. Feeney  
 
AUDIENCE:  Approximately 35 
 
1.  Call to Order  Mrs. Tara B. Ochman, Chair,  

at 7:30 p.m. (0:00) 
 
2.  Chairperson’s Report Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  

 at 7:31 p.m. (0:01) 
 
3.  Public Comment        Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
 at 7:33 p.m. (0:03) 
Julie Best 35 Red Rose Circle (CDSP Co-chair) 
Courtney Darby 23 Old Parish Road 
 
4.  Superintendent's Report Dr. Elliott Landon  

 at 7:36 p.m. (0:06) 
 
5.  Approval of Minutes (attachment)  Board of Education 
                                                                                                  at 7:36 p.m. (0:06) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 

EDUCATION HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2018:  
1st Mr. Dineen 
2ND Ms. McNamara 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X  X 

No          

Abstain      X  X  

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-2) 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION HELD 

ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2018:  
1st Mr. Brown 
2ND Mr. Burke 



2 
 

 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X  X  X 

No          

Abstain      X  X  

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (7-0-2) 
 
 
6.  Board Committee Reports Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
          at 7:37 p.m. (0:07) 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
7.  Presentations/Discussions: 
 

a. Special Education Update Mrs. Shirley Klein/ 
 Ms. Laura Straiton/ 
        Dr. Scott McCarthy/ 
        Ms. Shira Schwartz/ 
        Ms. Kristin O’Reilly 
        at 7:37 p.m. (0:07) 

 
 

b. Presentation of Updated     Mr. Michael Feeney/ 
Five Year Capital Plan Mr. Michael Lynch 

at 8:28 p.m. (0:58) 
                     

     
c. Presentation and Discussion Dr. Elliott Landon/ 
of Preliminary Major Budget Dr. Susie Da Silva 
Initiatives for 2019-2020     at 9:14 p.m. (1:44) 

 
     

d. Presentation, Discussion and  Dr. Elliott Landon/ 
Possible Action on Recommendation Mr. Michael Feeney 
For Solar Panels at Tokeneke,    at 9:45 p.m. (2:15)  
Holmes and the Board of Education       

    
MOTION TO APPROVE THE SOLAR PANELS FOR TOKENEKE, HOLMES AND BOARD OF EDUCATION:  
1st Mr. Maroney 
2ND Mr. Burke  
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (9-0-0) 
 

e. Presentation, Discussion and  Mr. Chris Manfredonia/ 
Possible Acceptance of at 10:03 p.m. (2:33) 
Contemplated Gifts for the Darien       
High School Athletic Department 
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MOTION TO APPROVE THE GIFTS FOR THE DARIEN HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT:  
1st Mr. Brown 
2ND Mr. Dineen 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (9-0-0) 
 

f. Discussion and Possible  Mrs. Tara Ochman 
Action on Superintendent at 10:08 p.m. (2:38) 
Focus Group Qualifications     
For Next Superintendent of Schools 

    
MOTION TO APPROVE THE SUPERINTENDENT FOCUS GROUP QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE NEXT 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS:  
1st Ms. McNamara  
2ND Mr. Burke 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (9-0-0) 
 

g. Further Discussion and Action Ms. Marjorie Cion/ 
on Proposed New Board of Mrs. Kathrine Stein 
Education Policy 5285 -     at 10:09 p.m. (2:39) 

 Child Sexual Abuse and  
 Assault Policy and Reporting 
 Procedure 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICY 5285 – CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND ASSAULT 

POLICY AND REPORTING PROCEDURE:  
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2ND Mr. Maroney 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (9-0-0) 
 

h. Further Discussion and Action  
on Policy Revisions: 4025 Reports     
of Suspected Abuse or Neglect 
of Children or Sexual Assault of 
Students by School Employees; 
4050 Reports of Suspected Abuse        

 or Neglect of Adults with an Intellectual  
Disability or Autism Spectrum Disorder; 
5100 Physical Restraint and Seclusion  
of Students and Use of Exclusionary  
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Time Out 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE REVISIONS TO BOARD OF EDUCATION POLICIES 4025, 4050 AND 5100 
1st Mr. Dineen 
2ND Ms. McNamara  
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED (9-0-0) 
 

 
8.  Public Comment   Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
   at 10:12 p.m. (2:42) 
Clara Sartori 161 Old Kings Highway South (RTM Education) 
 
9.  Adjournment     Mrs. Ochman, Chair,  
           at 10:14 p.m. (2:44) 
       
      
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
1st Ms. Ritchie 
2nd Mr. Burke 
 Brown Burke Dineen McCammon McNamara Maroney Ochman Ritchie Stein 

Yes X X X X X X X X X 

No          

Abstain          

RESULT - MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY (9-0-0) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:14 p.m. (2:44)    

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathrine Stein, 
Secretary 
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Darien Board of Education – Memorandum of Understanding 

 

Memorandum of 

Understanding between 

The Darien Board of Education 

and 

Darien Police Department 

 

 

Consistent with the applicable law and the policies of the Darien Board of 

Education and Darien Police Department, video surveillance is used by the Darien 

Board of Education to promote the order, safety and security of students, staff and 

property and to assist school administration in deciding upon appropriate disciplinary 

action and otherwise carrying out the educational mission of the school district. 

This Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU") pertains to the situations in which the 

Darien Board of Education ("Board") provides access to the school district live video 

images to the Town of Darien Police Department (the "Department"). The Department 

will not view school district live video images of school facilities except as provided in 

this MOU. 

1. This MOU will commence on signature.  This MOU shall continue unless either the 

Department or the Board provides written notice to the other of its intent to withdraw 

from the MOU. The Superintendent of Schools, as the Chief Executive Officer of the 

Darien Public Schools, and the Chief of Police agree to meet periodically to discuss the 

implementation of this MOU. 

 

2. Emergency response- The Department is hereby authorized to access school district 

live streaming video from interior and exterior cameras in emergency circumstances as 

follows: 

 

(i) An emergency alarm originating from one of the school facilities or 

grounds; 

(ii) 911 emergency call pertaining to a school facility/grounds; or 

(iii) Specific reports of an active emergency/crisis on school grounds. 

Any such access shall be made for the purpose of the Department or other law 

enforcement or first responders to aid in the public safety emergency response to a 

school facility.  Any access for the above reasons shall be logged, and the reason for 

access shall be noted. 

3. Monitoring Necessary to Protect Health or Safety -The Department may also access 

school district live streaming video in the event that school officials, taking into 

account the totality of the circumstances, request such support in connection with an 

articulable and significant threat to the health or safety of a student or other 

individuals. 
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Darien Board of Education – Memorandum of Understanding 

 

 

4. Monitoring at Request of School Officials -The Department may also access 

school district live streaming video in the event of a specific request from a school 

administrator. Access may be granted by school administration only when 

considered by the Superintendent or designee to be appropriate under state and 

federal law. 

 

5.   The Department shall not record live images.  The Department shall not disseminate 

real-time footage or video recordings from the school security cameras. 

 

6. The Department shall be permitted to conduct periodic system tests conducted by the 

Chief of Police or his/her designee on a periodic basis at times when students are not 

present in the building. 

 

7. In case of any conflict between the law and the MOU, the terms of the law shall 

control. 

 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have authorized their designated 

representatives to set their hands on the dates noted below. 

 

Darien Police Department     Darien Board of Education  

 

 

_________________________   __________________________________ 

Chief of Police   Date   Superintendent of Schools  Date  
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P R O P O S E D  
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MASTER AGENDA 
FEBRUARY 2019 THROUGH AUGUST 2019 

 
February 12th  
 

 Discussion and Approval of Proposed Board of Education 
2019-2020 Budget 

 Update on Kindergarten Enrollment for 2019-2020 – or 
February 26th 

 Update on Standardized Testing Schedule – Smarter Balance 
Assessment (SBAC) and CMT Science – Elementary and 
Middle School; and High School Schedule for SAT and CAPT 
Tests 

 
 

February 26th  
 

 Interim Progress Report on 2018-2019 District Goals and 
Objectives  

 Curricula Update:  Mathematics/Science 
 Update on Kindergarten Enrollment for 2019-2020 – or 

February 12th 

 Continued Review, Revision and Update of Board of 
Education Policies 

 
 
March 13th, Wednesday 

 

 Presentation and Discussion on Darien High School Second 
Semester Enrollment Distribution Report – or March 26 

 Presentation and Discussion of 2018-19 Budget Update and 
Action on Budget Transfers  

 Update on Kindergarten Enrollment for 2019-2020  
 

 

March 26th 

 Presentation and Discussion on Darien High School Second 
Semester Enrollment Distribution Report – or March 13 

  Presentation, Discussion and Possible Approval of Middlesex  

Outdoor Overnight Field Trip 
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March 26, cont. 

 Presentation, Discussion and Possible Approval of Middlesex 

Boston Field Trip 

 Discussion and Possible Action on Elementary Parent 

Conference Days for 2019-20 School Year  

 Tentative Recommendation for Establishing 2019 Darien High 
School Graduation Date 

 Update on Implementation of 1:1 Initiative with IPads at the  
High School  

 
 

 April 9th  
 

 Further Discussion and Action on Establishing 2019 Darien 
High School Graduation Date  

 First Reading and Discussion of 2020-21 School Calendar – or 
April 23 

 Update on Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle School and High 
School Enrollment for 2019-2020 

 Action on Non-Renewal of Certified Staff Working under One-

Year Contracts and Long Term Substitutes – or April 23 

  
 
 

April 23rd  

 Action on Non-Renewal of Certified Staff Working under One-

Year Contracts and Long Term Substitutes – or April 9 

 First Reading and Discussion of 2020-21 School Calendar – or 
April 9 

 
        
May 14th  

 

 Update and Discussion on Extended School Year Program  

 Verbal Update on High School and Middle School Scheduling   

  Presentation, Discussion and Possible Action on Proposed        
Technology Plan for 2018-2021    
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May 28th 

 Presentation and Discussion of 2018-19 Budget Update and 
Action on Budget Transfers  

 Further Discussion and Possible Action on 2020-2021 Darien 
School Calendar  

    

 

June 11th 

 Superintendent’s Citizenship Awards 

 Recognition of DPS Retirees 

 Report on High School College Acceptances and Awards; 
Profile on High School Class of 2019 and Post High School 
Plans  

 Follow-up Report on Senior Internship Project at Darien High     
School    

 Update on District Enrollment 

 Report on Barbara Harrington Fund Awards  

 Update on Reiss Fund Conference 

 Update on High School and Middle School Scheduling 

   Report to Darien Planning and Zoning Commission re Stadium   
Lights at DHS 

  Update, Discussion and Possible Action on Recommended 
Reallocations for 2019-2020 Budget – or June 25 

 

June 25th 

 Annual Progress Report on 2019-2020 District Goals and 
Objectives 

 Presentation and Possible Approval of Revised Facilities Use 
Fee Schedule – or July 23 

 Annual Report on Donations  

 Update Master Agenda – February through August 2019 – or  
July 23 

 Update, Discussion and Possible Action on Recommended    

Reallocations for Adopted 2019-2020 Budget – or June 11 

July 23rd  

 First Reading and Discussion on Proposed District Goals and 
Objectives for 2019-2020 

 Discussion on Board of Education Roles and Responsibilities  

 First Reading and Discussion on Proposed Schedule of 2019-
2020 Regular Board of Education Meetings  
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July 23, cont. 

 Update on Enrollment for the 2019-2020 School Year and 
Possible Action on Utilization of Budget Control  

 Update on Summer Facilities Projects 

 Update Master Agenda – February through August 2019 – or 
June 25 

 Presentation and Possible Approval of Revised Facilities Use 
Fee Schedule – or June 25 

 

 

August 27th 

 Verbal Update on Regular and Special Education Staffing for 
2019-2020  

 Discussion and Action on 2019-2020 Final Year End 
  Financial Report – or September 10, 2019 

 First Reading of Board Master Agenda for August 2019-January 
2020 – or September 10, 2019 

 Action on District Goals and Objectives 2019- 
2020 

 Update on Summer Facilities Projects 

 Appointment of an Impartial Hearing Officer for Student 
Disciplinary Matters for the 2019-2020 School Year, as they arise 

 Action Item – to Delegate to its Appointed Hearing Officer 
Responsibility for Hearing Expulsion Expungement Requests 
and for Hearing School Accommodations Appeals, including 
Transportation Appeals as provided by Statute 

 
 
 
 
 
1/3/19 



From To

1 Michael Distefano Appointment
M Scalise/MMS/Special Education 

Department Chair
1/18/2019 2/1/2021 Administrator Intermediate Administrator

2 Carol Long Retirement
Ox Ridge/Special Education 

Paraprofessional
12/31/2018

3 Hongli Wang Resignation DHS/Mandarin Teacher 2/15/2019

4 Karen Hansen Retirement
Tokeneke/Special Education 

Paraprofessional
12/31/2018

Resignations and Retirements (Informational)

Appointments

PERSONNEL ACTION REPORT

January 8, 2019

Item Name Action Replacing/Location/Position
Effective Date 

Tenure Area Certification Class/Step 
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